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equal pay for equal work and minimum wage. 
“We made change work for us, always 

extending America’s promise outward, to the 
next frontier, to more and more people. And 
because we did, because we saw opportunity 
where others saw only peril, we emerged stron-
ger and better than before,” Obama said. 

Next, Obama outlined his propositions 
for the future with four ques-
tions. The first involved having 
equal oppor- tunity and se-
curity in the economy. The 
second was in regards to “mak-
ing technol- og y  wor k 
for us.” The third ques-
tion states, “How do 
we keep America 
safe and lead the 
w o r l d w i t hou t 
becoming its policeman?” 
The fourth and f inal 
ques t ion brings up 
the idea of how politics will work to solve these 
problems. 

This year’s speech differed from the one  
given in 2015. Rather than listing a “checklist” 
of proposals, the President shared his thoughts 
on where America will be in five, ten and 
fifteen years. Beginning with the economy, 
Obama proposed a new focus on education 
with universal pre-kindergarten and affordable 
college. As for reigniting the spirit of innovation, 
Obama turned to Biden and set a clear goal 

for the nation: cure cancer. Furthermore, the 
president mentioned thoughts of an efficient 
transportation system not reliant on oil and coal. 
Additionally, Obama quelled any doubts on na-
tional security claiming “our reach has no limit.”

“The United States of America is the 
most powerful nation on earth. Period. It’s not 
even close,” Obama said.

Obama’s seventh and last State of the 
Union Address felt like a microcosm of his 
entire presidency; he invoked a hopeful senti-
ment that was undercut by the divisions of 
party politics. 

“It’s one of the few regrets of my presi-
dency --  that the rancor and suspicion between 
the parties has gotten worse instead of better,” 
Obama said. 

The president claims that economic op-
portunity, security and a sustainable, peaceful 
planet will “only happen if we fix our politics.”

The president closed his speech and es-
sentially his presidency on an optimistic note. 
He summed up his legacy and set forth what 
America’s future will look in decades to come. 

“That’s the America I know. That’s the 
country we love. Clear-eyed. Big-hearted. Un-
daunted by challenge. Optimistic that unarmed 
truth and unconditional love will have the final 
word,” Obama said. “That’s what makes me 
so hopeful about our future. Because of you. I 
believe in you. That’s why I stand here confident 
as I have ever been that the State of our Union 
is strong.”

by Chenab Khakh 
The State of the Union Address is a hall-

mark of American democracy: The Constitu-
tion mandates the president to deliver a message 
to Congress regarding the prior year and status 
of the state. Since the advent of television, it 
has been carried by all major networks and 
cable news channels. Members of Congress, 
the Supreme Court and the President’s Cabinet 
must be in attendance in addition to special 
guests who are invited to sit with the first lady. 
One cabinet member is known as the designated 
survivor and does not attend the speech, for he 
or she would become president in the event of 
a catastrophe.

This year, President Obama addressed 
the nation and Congress on Jan. 12. House 
Speaker Paul Ryan and Vice President Joe 
Biden were in attendance along with First Lady 
Michelle Obama. Department of Homeland 
Security Secretary Jeh Johnson was this year’s 
designated survivor. Typically lasting for an 
hour, the State of the Union Address is a way for 
the president to present an agenda to Congress 
for the coming year and reflect upon past deci-
sions and accomplishments.

Obama began the speech by lauding 
progress made in the past year. He mentioned 
reinventing the energy sector, health care re-
form, benefits to veterans and the equality of 
marriage. The president also discussed how he 
wants to work with Ryan on criminal justice 
reform, immigration reform, gun violence, 

“the state of ouR union is stRong” 

by Sammy Stern
As the clock struck midnight around 

the world, fireworks boomed, confetti flew 
through the air and people celebrated the 
first seconds of 2016. People made resolu-
tions they knew they would not adhere to and 
wished their loved ones health and happiness 
in the new year. All across the globe, security 
was tightened to provide safety in the wake of 
the November Paris attacks. New Year’s Day 
is the only holiday shared among all of the 
different holidays of the world, and it comes 
with many long-standing traditions.

In New York City, thousands crowd-
ed the streets of Times Square to watch the 
famous ball drop on top of the roof of One 
Times Square. The ball descended 141 feet in 
60 seconds, beginning at 11:59 p.m., a tradi-
tion that originated in 1907 to promote the 
new headquarters of The New York Times. 
The ball has dropped every year since then, 
with the exception of 1942 and 1943 in ob-
servance of wartime blackouts. Both New 
Yorkers and tourists gathered together in the 
surprisingly moderate weather and listened to 
numerous entertainers, such as Jessie J, Luke 
Bryan, Wiz Khalifa, Carrie Underwood, 
Demi Lovato and Charlie Puth. Jessie J head-
lined the event, performing her own single 
“Masterpiece” and John Lennon’s “Imagine” 
minutes before the clock struck 12.

Amid increased terrorist threats, more 
than 6,000 New York Police Department of-
ficers crowded the streets, prohibiting back-
packs and alcohol, to ensure everyone’s safe-
ty. Those watching from home tuned into the 
annual Dick Clark’s New Year’s Rockin’ Eve 

with Ryan Seacrest on ABC, Carson Daly’s 
New Year’s coverage on NBC or Kathy Grif-
fin and Anderson Cooper’s celebrations on 
CNN.

In London, many crowded along the 
Thames River near popular landmarks – the 
London Eye and the Big Ben – to watch the 
breathtaking firework display light up the 

sky. As 2016 
came, the his- t o r i c 
icon Big Ben chimed as many 
cheered. Some attended boat parties in the 
Thames River, enjoying the many beautiful 
views.

In Australia, viewers also enjoyed a 
firework display. Many were stunned as they 
saw the Sydney Harbour Bridge transformed 
with a twenty-minute light display with the 
theme “City of Colour.” Some even waited 
twenty-four hours around the area, camp-
ing out to guarantee they would not miss the 
spectacular display. The city was illuminated 
as red pyrotechnics spilled off the bridge like 
a waterfall while yellow lights lit up the night 
sky. Melbourne, Canberra and Adelaide also 
celebrated with extravagant firework displays 

at the same time as Sydney, although other 
cities were a few hours behind.

In Dubai, fireworks welcomed 2016 
after an enormous fire earlier in the night, 
which quickly engulfed a portion of a luxury 
hotel. Fortunately, firefighters brought the in-
ferno under control before anyone was fatally 
injured. Sixteen people were said to sustain 
minor injuries and one person suffered a heart 
attack after rushing to escape the burning ho-
tel and breathing in the heavy smoke fumes. 
Nevertheless, tens of thousands of people 
gazed at the beautiful firework display around 
the world’s tallest tower – the Burj Khalifa.

In Germany, a large number of people 
did not experience a happy holiday. In Co-
logne, about 80 women reported sexual as-
saults and robberies by men on Dec. 31. Wolf-
gang Albers, the city’s police chief, called 
the assaults “a completely new dimension of 
crime,” and stated that the men involved – 
about 1,000 drunk, aggressive, men – were 
of Arab or North African appearance. Albers 
has since resigned. Even more disturbing, the 
attacks seemed to be organized. The men al-
legedly arrived in groups with the intent to 
target women. Similar incidents were report-
ed throughout German cities.

While Germany saw a high influx 
of migrants in the past year, Maas warned 
against correlating the attacks with the refu-
gees. Cologne Mayor Henriette Reker also 
commented on the horrific events, calling 
them “monstrous.” She also added that offi-
cials cannot let Cologne “become a lawless 
area.”
continued on p.8
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editorial

We have all been there 
before: the night before that 
huge exam on the typical 
Skype call feverishly studying 
with friends . As you are ready 

to move on to the last topic, 
your study-buddy says, “Wait! 
What about the Tennis Court 
Oath?” You frantically look 
through your notes, only to 
realize in horror that you can-
not remember a single thing 
about the Tennis Court Oath. 
Your teacher never went over 
it. You know you will have the 
same final exam, so why did 
the teacher not review it?

Teachers all have their 
own unique teaching style, 
whether they prefer having 
class discussions, making 
PowerPoints, requiring dense 
homework assignments, show-
ing videos or making play-
ful puns and jokes. Students 
would not enjoy school if 
every teacher taught the same 
way and if every lesson plan 
consisted of only mundane 
note-taking. However, students 
often feel that there are unfair 
differences when a course 
is taught by more than one 
teacher. We respect different 
teaching styles, but significant 
differences in policies are un-
acceptable to students.

Discrepancies in cur-
riculum coverage, grading and 
overall class atmosphere can 
cause noticeable differences 
between the grade averages 
in each class. Transcripts may 
show students taking the same 
class, but some students find 
that a course’s difficulty and 
a student’s grade depend on 

Wait, You DiDn’t Learn that?
the teacher. When teachers of 
honors or AP style classes do 
not teach at the same expected 
rigor, students lose the oppor-
tunity to challenge themselves 
and, in some cases, also lack 
desired preparation for SAT 
Subject Tests and future stud-
ies.

Every student has their 
own learning style, so it is un-
derstandable that stu- de nt s 
have preferences 
for certain teachers. 
Therefore, some teach-
ers may be perceived as 
“better” or “worse” 
t h a n  o t h e r s . 
When asked 
about the 
m e a n -
i n g 
of  s t u -
d e n t s ’ 
o p i n -
ions of teachers, Science 
Depa r t ment  Cha i r  D r. 
Br ian Ter r y expla ined 
how students often make 
a ssu mpt ions  ba sed  on 
t e a che r s’  r e pu t a t ion s . 
After years of students 
c o m p a r i n g  n o t e s  a n d 
gossiping, some teachers 
have been labeled as more 
challenging and others as 
more easygoing.

“How do you change 
someone’s perception?” 
Terry said, questioning if 
an answer even exists.

In most cases, it is 
impossible to change stu-
dent s’  p red isposi t ions 
that older classmates have 
planted in their heads.

While the situation 
i s  complex and mult i-
faceted, we believe there 
are numerous steps that 
administration must take 

in order to level the play-
i ng f ield for  s t udent s . 
All depar tments should 
require individual courses 
to have the same grad-
ing system, regard less 
of who is standing in the 
f ront of the classroom. 
In other words, averages 
should be calculated with 
tests, homework and class 
participa- tion ac-
c o u n t - i n g 

fo r 
t h e 

same percentage of the fi-
nal grade across all classes 
of a course which is taught 
by multiple teachers. Per-
haps, exams should be 
the same to ensure that 
teachers reach curriculum 
benchmarks together. In 
fact, this year, the Algebra 
2/Trigonometry midterm 
for al l  s t udents t ak ing 
the course was created by 
Mathematics Department 
Chair Anthony Murray. 
As a result, teachers were 
obl iged to cover al l  of 
the essent ial  facts and 
concepts.

Administration and 
depar tment chai rs cur-

rent ly have procedu res 
for when several students 
bring up a concern regard-
ing a teacher’s policy. Ac-
tions can include placing 
a letter in a teacher’s file 
or  per for ming mult iple 
classroom observations. 
However, classroom ob-
servations are ineffective 
since they can inaccurately 
portray a classroom envi-
ronment as some teachers 
a c t more attentive dur-

ing observations. 
We  do  no t 
blame teach-
ers for their 

natu ral 

c h a n g e  i n 
behavior, but observa-
tions should not be consid-
ered a valid evaluation. A 
more effective method of 
assessing teachers would 
be to question a variety 
of students in a class. If 
administration hears first-
hand exper iences f rom 
students more often, they 
would lear n more thor-
ough, truthful and genuine 
concerns. 

There is a system in 
place to solve discrepan-
cies between teachers, but 
we believe it has failed to 
productively enact change. 
Teacher s  and ad m i n is -
t r a tors  should be more 
open to students’ voices 
and opinions to improve 
thei r ef f icacy. Perhaps, 
all teachers should hand 
out  su r veys  a t  t he  end 

of the school year to get 
an idea of how effective 
thei r teaching style is. 
In addition, they should 
address the disparities be-
tween classes of the same 
course taught by different 
teachers in order to avoid 
putting students at a dis-
advantage. When students 
and teachers talk to each 
other, and teachers talk 
to one another, the school 
will be more efficient and 
fair.

Unlike class place-
ment in early education 
and elementary school, 
t eache r  a s s ig n ment  i n 
high school is not based on 
which environment will 
help a student reach their 
potent ial .  As st udents , 
we do not  expec t  PPS 
to accommodate prefer-
ences for teaching styles 
while making schedules. 
However, administration 
should compensate for 
this by enacting stricter 
regulat ions on g rading 
policies and curriculums. 
We agree that teachers 
should have the freedom 
to establish an individual 
teaching philosophy, but 
administration should be 
caut ious of  unfai r  d i f-
fe rences  i n  r igor.  T he 
last thing we want is to 
c reate a  set  of  robot ic 
teachers; however, there 
should still be consistency 
amongst classes. There 
is  no per fec t  solut ion. 
We believe improvements 
can be made so that every 
student has an equal op-
portunity to succeed.

RICK ROYALS, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rroyals@hewlett-woodmere.net

ROSEMARIE SCALFANI, 
Co-faculty Adviser 

rscalfani@hewlett-woodmere.net
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The GreaT DebaTe: ClimaTe ChanGe
by Max Berman

What is the most existential, long-term 
threat facing the world? Is it a global depression? 
Terrorism? Kanye West becoming president in 
2020? While all are valid answers, there is one 
that should come to mind immediately: climate 
change.

Before some people (see the author at the 
right) say that climate change is an overblown 
issue and that humans are not causing it, let me 

alleviate any confusion. 
According to Climate 
Central, a four-degree 
Celsius global tempera-
ture increase, which is a 
possibility by the end of 
the century, could result 
in a sea level rise that 
would submerge land 
where 470 to 760 million 

people currently live. Major parts of coastal 
cities, such as New York City, Miami and Los 
Angeles, and river cities, such as Chicago and 

Washington, 
D.C., could 
b e  s u b -
merged. To 
assume that 

climate change is not anthropogenic (manmade) 
does not take away from the gravity of this issue. 
If a 16-wheeler truck is heading straight for you, 
does it matter if it is being pushed or if it is 
being driven? – No! However, in order to 
stop the truck, we do need to 
know the cause of its motion.

Four international 
science institutions – the 
NASA Goddard Insti-
tute for Space Studies, 
the Met Office Hadley 
Centre/Climate Re-
search Unit, the NOAA 
National Climatic Data 
Center and the Japanese 
Meteorological Agency - all 
show rapid warming in the 
past few decades, with the 
last decade being the warmest on 
record. Furthermore, 18 American scientific 
associations believe climate change to be an-
thropogenic.

“Climate change is real,” a joint statement 
made by 11 credible international science acad-
emies said. “There will always be uncertainty 
in understanding a system as complex as the 
world’s climate. However there is now strong 
evidence that significant global warming is 
occurring. The evidence comes from direct 
measurements of rising surface air temperatures, 
subsurface ocean temperatures and from phe-
nomena such as increases in average global sea 
levels, retreating glaciers and changes to many 
physical and biological systems. It is likely that 
most of the warming in recent decades can be 
attributed to human activities.”

There is an industry dependent on climate 
science denial and its foundation is the network 
of U.S.-based “free market” conservative think 
tanks. A 2015 paper from Yale University’s Dr. 
Justin Farrell in the journal Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences investigates this 
denial. Farrell examined the output of 164 think 
tanks by writing a program that analyzed about 
39 million words worth of reports, letters, blog 
posts and other similar forms of publications. 
Think tanks that had taken funding from either 
oil giant Exxon or groups linked to the oil billion-
aire Koch brothers were far more likely to say 
“carbon dioxide is good” than those that did not.

Anthropogenic climate change deniers 
sometimes also claim that changes in solar 
activity explain climate change. However, if 
the warming were caused by a more active 
sun, then scientists would expect to see warmer 
temperatures in all layers of the atmosphere. 
Instead, they have observed a cooling in the 
upper atmosphere, and a warming at the surface 

and in the lower parts of the atmosphere. This is 
because greenhouse gases are trapping heat in 
the lower atmosphere. Moreover, since 1750, the 
average amount of energy coming from the sun 
either remained constant or increased slightly.

Based on current data, it is clear that 
humans are causing climate change. The cause 
is the human-accelerated “greenhouse effect,” 
which means that gases (especially carbon di-
oxide) in the atmosphere are trapping heat that 
radiates from Earth toward space.

Therefore, the U.S. should invest in 
renewable energy in the form of solar panels 
and wind turbines. They are clean, affordable, 
domestic and infinitely effective. Renewable 
energy results in cleaner air and water, resolving 
problems that especially affect highly populated, 
especially poor urban neighborhoods. In order to 
stimulate this industry, the government should 
subsidize it. 

Each year, the U.S. government spends 
upwards of $20 billion to keep farm products, 
such as corn and wheat, from selling at a low 
price. Though there is much argument as to 
whether the government should even partake 
in “corporate welfare” in the first place, one of 
the industries where the government should cer-
tainly increase its presence is in the green energy 
sector. It is the government’s responsibility to 
step up for lapses in the market; the green energy 
sector would not be able to grow nearly as fast, 
if at all, without subsidies. Most people do not 

realize the importance of subsidies in 
promoting technological growth. 

For example, without the 
U.S. government, the inter-

net, GPS and other devel-
opments would not have 
occurred. A free market 
does not always operate 
at economic efficiency, 
therefore, government 

intervention is necessary.
Now, an important 

question must be answered: 
How can the U.S. reduce carbon 

emissions? The answer is simple: 
a carbon tax. Many conservatives 

believe that this tax will “destroy the economy.” 
However, these very people must look at the 
results of this kind of tax in the world, rather 
than just spewing out Reaganomics-like 
theory. According to the World Bank, 39 
countries are “pricing carbon.” Sweden has 
seen its GDP increase by 58 percent while its 
emissions have dropped 23 percent since 
establishing a carbon tax in 1992. Taxing 
carbon does impact the average consumer. 
It adds dollars to a person’s heating bill, 
gasoline expenditures and electric bill; however, 
with oil prices at historic lows, now would be the 
ideal time to introduce this measure. A carbon 
tax is simple; it should be embraced over the 
expensive regulatory cap and trade system that is 
in California and most of the northeastern states. 

Another question to be answered is where 
the government should allocate carbon tax 
revenue. In order to reach a compromise in this 
divided country, we should follow a British Co-
lumbia type model. In that province, the carbon 
taxes raised allowed the province to decrease its 
local taxes. I suggest a law that would allocate 
revenue towards infrastructure and clean energy 
investment as well as reduce the federal income 
tax on those earning less than $200,000 (since 
it will likely happen anyway with a Republican 
controlled House and Senate).

Climate change is an issue; almost all 
pieces of evidence point to it. It is clear that 
temperatures will continue to rise, threatening 
our planet’s well-being. Last year was the high-
est global temperature (since records began 
in 1880). Critics will claim many extraneous, 
poorly constructed reasons that climate change 
is not occurring and that it is not anthropogenic; 
I must deduct these very people fall in the same 
boat as “moon landing deniers.”

ture fluctuations, and cloud cover fluctuations).
Strong evidence points to the influence 

of these other factors. For example, in the past 
two decades, the global warming that began in 
the 1880s has come to a standstill, while carbon 
dioxide levels continued rising. Climate change 
activists have yet to explain this hiatus in terms 
of their greenhouse gas theory.

Furthermore, the Late Middle Ages 
witnessed a global warming lasting several 
hundred years, known as the Medieval Warm 
Period. It is believed that another warming oc-
curred during the Roman Empire, and another 
a millennium before that. Extreme cooling 
generally followed these warm periods. During 
the Medieval Warm Period, global temperature 
is estimated to have been within 0.2 degrees 
Celsius of present-day temperature, while 
during the subsequent Little Ice Age, it fell 1 
degree Celsius below that. The point? All of 
these fluctuations occurred without widespread 
burning of fossil fuels, or any other significant 
human influence. The warming of the past 
century may have just been another natural 
fluctuation.

Furthermore, we cannot trust scientific 
temperature data. A 2009 cyberattack against 
a British university’s climate center revealed 
alarming data tampering and conspiratorial 
emails between scientists. In addition, inde-
pendent statisticians discovered in 2014 that 
NASA, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and the U.S. Histori-
cal Climatology Network (USHCN) doctored 
temperature graphs (1900-present) to show 
warming when the raw data indicated cooling.

Finally, let us address the “97 percent 
of scientists agree” assertion. It is based on 
a smidgen of amateur surveys that examined 
abstracts of random scientific papers and 
determined, of the papers that took a position 
on climate change, how many stated it was 
anthropogenic. Of these surveys, only one, 
performed by climate activist John Cook, 
reviewed a statistically significant amount of 
papers: 12,000. But many papers surveyed by 
Cook claimed to have been misinterpreted. In 
addition, when David Legates, the former head 
of the University of Delaware Center for Cli-
matic Research, repeated Cook’s experiment, 
he found the opposite result: only one percent 
of papers that took a position on climate change 
found it anthropogenic.

In other words, it is not conclusive 
whether global warming is caused by human 
activity - i.e. by carbon dioxide. We do not 
know if it will continue to happen, or if it 
ever happened in the first place. Despite these 
uncertainties, President Obama has recently 
bypassed Congress to issue burdensome cap-
and-trade regulations that will restrict factories 

and power plants and increase electric-
ity costs for everyday Ameri-

cans. They will stagnate the 
economy and put thousands 

out of work. What for? 
According to climatolo-
gists, the best possible 
result is a decrease in 
global warming, over 
the next century, of 
0.02 degrees Celsius.

If a problem at all, 
climate change is overly 

exaggerated and not in need 
of drastic and painful solutions. 

In the future, whether in 50 years 
or a few hundred, fossil fuels will naturally 

be discontinued as they become more scarce. 
Our cars will all be electric, and our power 
plants nuclear. But any economist will tell you: 
whenever the government tries to accelerate 
such change, it only causes inefficiency. We 
cannot afford inefficiency in an increasingly 
competitive global economy. So let us sepa-
rate the facts from fancy, and make the right 
decisions, both for the Earth and the economy. 

by Daniel Kostovetsky
According to President Barack Obama, 

“No challenge  poses a greater threat to future 
generations than climate change.” Secretary 
of State John Kerry concurred, when he called 
global warming “the world’s most fearsome 
weapon of mass destruction.” And so did Vice 
President Joe Biden: “Global warming is the 
greatest threat to your generation of anything 
at all, across the board.” That’s right. Not radi-

cal Islamic jihadists. Not 
nuclear Iran or North Ko-
rea. Not Russia. Climate 
change is the greatest 
threat to the free world!

But is climate 
change really as bad as 
countless activists have 
led you to believe? And 
are humans really to 

blame? Those charts that show global tempera-
ture and carbon dioxide levels rapidly and con-
currently skyrocketing seem pretty convincing. 

As does the 
widely cited 
statistic that 
97 percent 
of scientists 

agree global warming is anthropogenic and 
dangerous. But there is much that the activists 
have kept hidden from you. So take the red pill, 
follow me down the rabbit hole and remember: 
I am offering nothing but the truth.

First, let us recall what the phrase “cli-
mate change” means. It does not mean, “the 
hurricanes are coming and we are all doomed.” 
It does not mean, “the ice caps are melting 
and our cities are getting flooded.” Rather, it 
is an umbrella term that reminds us, “Earth’s 
climate is different from what it was in the past, 
and what it will be in the future.” While many 
people define it the former way, it is important 
for us to see it objectively, the latter way. Cli-
mate change is not necessarily bad, it is not 
necessarily our fault and there is no guarantee 
that we can do anything about it.

Next, let us revisit the term “global 
warming.” It simply describes Earth’s tempera-
ture since we began measuring it in 1880: an 
increase of approximately 0.8 degrees Celsius. 

Some climatologists have linked this to 
the large amounts of carbon dioxide 
humans began releasing during the 
Industrial Revolution. If this assertion is 

correct, global warming should continue 
in the future, leading to rising sea levels, 

coastal flooding and more violent weather. 
This is the entire premise behind climate 

change regulations: it is cheaper to pay a 
small cost today and stop releasing carbon di-
oxide, rather than have our economy decimated 
by storms and flooding in the future.

Luckily for us, there are many 
flaws in the above logic. First 
of all, correlation does not 
indicate causation. Just 
because carbon dioxide 
levels and temperature 
have simultaneously 
increased in the past 
does not mean that one 
is responsible for the 
other. The site tyler-
vigen.com gives some 
excellent examples that 
put this into perspective. For 
instance, over the last 12 years, 
the number of lawyers in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands correlated 96 percent to the number of 
accidental poisonings by alcohol in the U.S. 
Meanwhile, over the last 10 years, the divorce 
rate in Idaho correlated 91 percent with the 
U.S. per capita consumption of margarine. In 
other words, although carbon dioxide has been 
proven a greenhouse gas, its effect could be 
made negligent by countless other factors (e.g. 
solar cycles, volcanic activity, ocean tempera-

berman breaks 
it down

kostovetsky’s 
krystal ball
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A Step CloSer to Curing ACute Myeloid leukeMiA
inspired scientists do, we began to research: 
Could we develop a method to effectively 
diagnose these patients?

We sought to identify a molecular ele-
ment consistently across all cases of myelo-
proliferative neoplasm, apart from the three 

common mutations. After flipping through 
countless journal articles and exhausting 
a plethora of Internet sources, Levy and I 
became intrigued by the Toll-like receptor 
protein (TLR). Our reading demonstrated 
a potential relationship between TLR gene 
expression and the progression of certain 
cancers and diseases, including MPN. 
Our interest was piqued. Could we utilize 
this gene as a tool for triple-negative MPN 
diagnosis?

After a detailed discussion with Dr. 
Wang, we decided this was worth inves-
tigating. The first thing we needed to do 
was obtain blood samples from individuals 
suffering from myeloproliferative neoplasm 
as well as healthy individuals to use as a 
control. We were able to do so fairly easily 
given our setting in a hematology lab. With 
the written consent of those being used in 
the study, we ended up with enough blood 
samples to conduct a statistically relevant 
experiment.

After separating the mononuclear 
blood cells that we were interested in 
from the rest of the fluid, we stained them 

with TLR-specific antibodies. We then 
performed flow cytometry, a method that 
uses lasers to cause fluorescently labeled 
particles, or in our case cells, to emit light. 
This effectively allowed us to count how 
much TLR is present in each individual 
blood cell that we studied.

We found that the gene TLR had a 
significantly higher expression in MPN 
than control samples. Clearly, there was a 
possible relationship between TLR expres-
sion and the presence of MPN; however, 
we were not done quite yet.

A distinguishing feature of myelo-
proliferative neoplasms is the overpro-
duction of inflammatory molecules called 
cytokines. Numerous studies have showed 
that TLR plays a role in the production 
of certain inflammatory cytokines. We 
wanted to see whether there was an overlap 
between the cytokines produced by TLR 
and those associated with MPN.

Using a technique known as MESO 
SCALE Discovery, we were able to de-
termine the expression of a select number 
of cytokines previously associated with 
MPN. We did this in healthy control 
samples as well as MPN samples with 
both elevated and un-elevated expression 
of TLR. We also tested what would hap-
pen if we stimulated TLR to produce more 
cytokines. What we found was that when 
TLR was stimulated, more cytokines were 
produced in MPN samples with elevated 
TLR levels than other samples.

What these results showed us was 
that MPN patients have elevated levels 
of cytokines, and even more so if they 

have more TLR genes. This suggests that 
the source of the cytokines in myeloprolif-
erative neoplasms may be the TLR genes 
themselves. If this is the case, TLR may not 
only be a good way to diagnose previously 
unidentifiable MPNs, but also a suitable 
target molecule for MPN therapy.

In a world where the word “cancer” 
is treated almost as a swear word, and af-
fects probably every other person one may 
come across, initiative must be taken to free 
the world from this aggressive and horrific 
disease. The notion of curing cancer may 
be touted as ridiculous by some, which is 
understandable. There are so many different 
types and forms of the disease it is probably 
impossible to develop one singular cure. 
However, this is not a justifiable reason to 
not support cancer research. In science, 
huge breakthroughs are a rare occurrence. 
What really makes change is a cumulative 
result of hours upon hours of work, an as-
semblage of small conclusions, like that the 

TLR gene plays a role in the progression of 
myeloproliferative neoplasms. While these 
conclusions seem small on the surface, they 
come together to bring about the big scien-
tific discoveries that revolutionize medicine. 
For this reason, I am deeply supportive of 
the G.W. Hewlett High School Research 
Program. I urge you to feel the same way.

the robotiCS Club iS About More thAn building A robot

by Benjamin Golbin
I spent much of the summer of 2015 

in a laboratory at Brookdale University 
Hospital in Brooklyn, New York. The he-
matology/oncology lab, run by Dr. Jen Chin 
Wang, conducts research on a variety of 
blood disorders and cancers. During the 
time I interned there, the lab’s specific 
focus was on myeloproliferative neoplasms 
(MPNs), a class of bone marrow diseases 
that lead to the production of too many 
blood cells.

MPNs on their own are not too bad, 
as the mortality rate is fairly low. However, 
the scary part of MPNs is that there is a 
chance the disease will progress to acute 
myeloid leukemia, a disease with a much 
higher mortality rate. It is of utmost im-
portance to diagnose an MPN before it has 
the chance to develop into leukemia. Cur-
rently, three mutations are distinguishing 
characteristics of MPNs; JAK2, CALR and/
or MPL are genes that are often mutated 
in the genomes of those suffering from 
a myeloproliferative neoplasm. However, 
a small percentage of those who have an 
MPN do not show any of these mutations. 
These patients are designated as triple-
negative, because of the lack of any of the 
three mutations.

This is what caught my attention and 
that of my lab partner Levy Sominsky. We 
knew that the only current way to effective-
ly diagnose a triple-negative MPN patient is 
through a painfully invasive bone marrow 
biopsy. There must be a way to avoid this 
process and diagnose triple-negative MPN 
patients more feasibly, we thought. So, as 

by Ali Hagen and Matthew Panzer
On Friday nights, while many students 

elect to go to the movies, a concert or a 
friend’s house, a group of 30 or so students 
choose to stay at George W. Hewlett High 
School. Approaching the end of the Science 
Hallway, one can hear voices of productivity 
over the hum and buzz of sanders, Dremels 
and saws. The Hewlett Robotics Club is 
one of the best on Long Island and consists 
of three separate yet interdependent teams: 
Roboboogie, Innovo and Bionica.

The club was established in 2009 and 
had just one team of 15 members: Roboboo-
gie. As the club’s popularity and membership 
grew, another team, Innovo, was established. 
Finally, in 2014, the all-girls team, Bionica, 
was created to accommodate the increasing 
female interest and encourage others to join. 
Throughout the years, the club was success-
fully advised by Matthew Schildknecht; this 
year, Janine Toresson, a teacher at Hewlett 
Elementary School, filled his role.

Robotics at Hewlett is completely 
different from any other club. The three 
teams are members of an international 
organization, “For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology” (FIRST), 
and they compete at FIRST Tech Challenge 
(FTC) events. At these tournaments, dozens 
of teams show off their robots, completing 
challenges and scoring points. We encour-
age any interested students or readers to 
come see these events for themselves; teams 
Roboboogie and Innovo will be competing 
on Feb. 28 at the Townsend Harris High 
School in Flushing, NY.

As the club’s current presidents and 
departing seniors, we want to explain the 
vitality of this group and express our con-
cerns for its future. 

First of all, the robotics program not 
only offers strong engineering and com-

puter science experience, but also sharpens 
skills in business and art. The club has a 
strong track record. Over the past few sea-
sons, its teams have become increasingly 
successful at competitions. In 2013, Bionica 
competed at the Northeast Super Regionals, 
among the top 70 FTC teams from Maine 
to Maryland, and in 2014, Bionica and Ro-
boboogie both competed at this prestigious 
event. In the teams’ most recent qualifiers, 
they received 
h a l f  o f  t h e 
eight available 
awards. Bioni-
ca, the all-girls 
team, received 
t h e  C o n n e c t 
Award for seek-
ing relationships 
with the Science 
Technology, En-
gineering and 
Math (STEM) 
community and 
t he  Mot iva t e 
Award for their 
spi r it  and ef-
forts to encour-
age others to join FIRST. Innovo also won 
the Motivate Award, in addition to the 
First Place Inspire Award, honoring their 
overall excellence and role model qualities. 
Roboboogie secured the Think Award, for 
recording the team’s remarkable engineer-
ing process, and the Second Place Inspire 
Award.

Our high school administration has 
rallied its support behind the teams. Princi-
pal Theodore Fulton has given shout-outs in 
the morning announcements, and multiple 
faculty members have stopped by at meet-
ings to witness the club firsthand. 

When club members tell family and 

friends about the club, they are frequently 
asked: “How do you build a robot?” The 
answer can definitely be complex, but usu-
ally it is much simpler than others assume. 
When hearing “robotics” some people 
think of R2D2 in Star Wars or the hit tele-
vision show Battle Bots, where large robots 
attempt to destroy each other. However, 
FIRST robotics is very different, and it 
involves much more than simply “building 

a robot.” 
C l u b 

members need 
to use team-
work and col-
l a b o r a t i o n 
s k i l l s  r ig h t 
from the start 
of the season 
despi t e  s t e -
r e o t y p e s  of 
“geeky” pro-
grammers and 
engineers as 
quiet and an-
tisocial. The 
robotics room 
is generally a 

loud place, and the advisors work to en-
sure all members are unafraid to share 
their ideas. The design phase of the season 
includes plenty of disagreements, as mem-
bers with strong opinions try to prove to 
teammates that their strategies will be the 
most efficient. Team leaders must follow 
their instincts while ensuring all members 
can contribute to the robot.

The beginning of the season is also 
a critical time for teams to reconnect with 
their contacts from the previous year and 
also update social media accounts. Just 
like a company, Hewlett Robotics held 
meetings to discuss possible endeavors 

to reach more people in the community 
and fundraise. In addition to teams’ indi-
vidual accounts on Instagram, Facebook and 
Twitter, Hewlett Robotics updated a club 
website to provide information on all three 
teams and link viewers to all of the teams’ 
accounts. Students who run the accounts 
practice proper etiquette of interacting with 
other robotics teams and companies online, 
while also learning skills how to gain more 
followers. The “geeks” of robotics often 
have remarkable communication skills, 
whether online or in person.

A significant part of FIRST robot-
ics involves outreach to the community, 
whether it is attending events, meeting 
with potential sponsors and teaching oth-
ers about the program. Students often write 
professional emails to individuals or busi-
nesses, an important skill in any career. For 
example, Bionica’a award-winning outreach 
included the relationships they made with 
companies like DIWire and Jewelbots. All 
three teams volunteered at the Science, 
Technology,  Engineering, Arts and Math 
(STEAM) Nights at Franklin Early Child-
hood Center, Hewlett Elementary School 
and Ogden Elementary School. At the 
events, robotics club members showed off 
their robots to younger students and played 
with other technology like drones. Students 
also explained to parents the purpose of the 
robotics club and how interested students 
should join. 

In order to enable the valuable experi-
ences the Robotics Club provides students, 
the school district provides extensive fund-
ing. Between competition fees, transporta-
tion, new tools and the constant need for 
supplies, there is no doubt that robotics is 
expensive. Roboboogie, Innovo and Bionica 
are extremely grateful for the resources 
provided.

Photo contributions by Chenab Khakh 

Clearly, there was a possible rela-
tionship between TLR expression 
and the presence of MPN; how-
ever, we were not done quite yet

While these conclusions seem small 
on the surface, they come together 
to bring about the big scientific 
discoveries that revolutionize 
medicine and the world as a whole.
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“Plant”ing Our rhizOids in research
by Remi Golden and Chenab Khakh

“Bioinformatics,” “Ceratopteris,” and 
“Genevestigator” were the strangest words that 
we had heard as ninth graders; however, after 
four years in Hewlett High School’s science 
research program, these words have become 
part of our everyday vocabulary. Participating in 
research has not only taught us how to challenge 
concepts in the most profound ways, but also 
fostered our intellectual curiosity. In our journey 
from Introduction to Science Research in ninth 
grade to our independent studies in junior and 
senior year, we have learned advanced scientific 
concepts and procedures not taught in any other 
high school class. We have explored how scien-
tific research is conducted and how the scientific 
community operates. The research program has 
evolved our initial interest in science into a life-
long passion. Working with Dr. Bissoondial has 
been a highlight of our high school careers and 
stands as the foundation for our future endeav-
ours in life science and research. 

At the beginning of our junior year, we 
began studying Early Light Inducible Protein 
(ELIP) in the seeded plant Brassica rapa. Af-
ter spending most of the school year running 
experiments, analyzing data and screening 
genomes, in April we were stunned and dis-
appointed to discover a recent journal article 
on our exact research topic. At this point we 
began to rethink our research, wondering if 
ELIP might play a more obvious photopro-
tective role in a different class of organisms, 
non-seeded plants. 

In our study, a complete gene (CrELIP) 

for an Early Light Inducible Protein (ELIP) gene 
similarly identified in seeded plants was isolated 
in the fern Ceratopteris richardii using various 
molecular biology techniques such as Reverse-
Transcriptase Polymerase Chain Reaction and 
RNA isolation. The structure and function of the 
CrELIP gene as well as other related genes in the 
sequenced genomes of many plants were ana-
lyzed using multiple bioinformatics programs 
and molecular assays such as Basic Local 
Alignment Search Tool (BLAST) and 
Phytozome, that we learned to use in our 
first two years of the research program. 

The physiological effect of a 
knockdown of CrELIP gene by a 
technique called RNAi in Cera-
topteris was assessed by grow-
ing spores (with a knockout of 
the ELIP gene) on media under 
different light intensities. As 
the climate is rapidly chang-
ing, many areas are facing 
severe weather conditions 
such as increased drought, 
high salinity levels, and 
increased flooding. Early 
Light Inducible Pro-
teins (ELIPs) are 
proteins believed to 
play an important role 
in the protection mechanism of plants 
in response to these conditions. ELIP has been 
difficult to characterize in seeded plants due 
to many backup mechanisms. We decided to 
characterize ELIP in non-seeded plants because 

ELIPs’ role may have been maintained as plants 
evolved from an aquatic environment to a terres-
trial environment. We found that some mosses 
have a significant number of ELIP genes. We 
identified ELIP in the fern Ceratopteris richardii 
and knocked it out. 

We thought that if the plant did not 
h a v e  t h e ELIP gene, then 

it would not 
undergo full 

germination and 
growth. When we 

saw that the gameto-
phytes for the knockout had 

less than a 10 percent growth 
compared to the control which had 
90 percent growth, we were so 

excited to see that our hypoth-
esis was correct! Our results 
showed that ELIP may actu-
ally play an important role in 

plant response to abiotic stresses! 
We observed that the ELIP gene 

has a role in germination, cell division 
and chlorophyll production. 

While we did work to iden-
tify ELIP genes, what we really 
discovered and explored were novel 
considerations to help plants grow 

stronger in a world that is plagued with 
climate change. Our research was poised to 
ameliorate current and future environmental 
stresses on the world’s flora such as pollution, 
deforestation, rising temperatures and climate 
change, on the world’s flora. Studying ELIP in 

non-seeded plants can provide insight on how 
plants adapt to environmental conditions that 
will affect them both now and in the future. 

None of this would have been possible 
without the unconditional support and endless 
guidance from our mentor and teacher Dr. Ter-
rence Bissoondial. He is our guide throughout 
this entire process from brainstorming and 
conducting the experiment, to writing up the 
results and competing at the international level. 
Since the first day of freshman year, Dr. Bis-
soondial has been instilling us with skills to 
develop and execute a novel scientific research 
experiment under the precepts of the scientific 
method and the concepts of molecular biology. 
The research program has done more than 
establish our interests in biology. The strict 
schedules and high expectations Dr. B main-
tains for all his students teach us the value 
of hard-work and collaboration as well as a 
respect for discovery and exploration. As we 
begin the next chapters of our lives as college 
freshmen, we look forward to expanding on 
our skills in the laboratory. 

We are so grateful to our school and to 
Dr. Bissoondial for giving us such a tremen-
dous opportunity to develop our intellectual 
passions. The research program is so unique; 
it has allowed us to define our love for life sci-
ence through technology, biological concepts 
and in hands-on experiments from the first 
day of high school. Research stands above 
any other program that our school has to offer 
with its unparalleled mentorship that enables 
students to flourish.

understanding cell MOtiOn
by Arik Slepyan

In today’s world, understanding cel-
lular motion is more important than ever. 
It may be the key to solving difficult prob-
lems, such as antibiotic-resistant bacterial 
infections and to developing new methods 
of in-vitro fertilization. Currently, when 
antibiotics fail to stop an infection, scien-
tists have to keep developing new ones. 
This leads to an endless cycle of research, 
with no permanent solution in sight. In 
the case of in-vitro fertilization, current 
economical methods do not attempt to 
guide sperm towards eggs, leading to 
poor success rates. However, if we had a 
better understanding of cellular motion, 
we could improve in-vitro fertilization 
success rates and develop long-lasting 
methods of eliminating infectious bac-
teria.

In my research, I aimed to investi-
gate new methods of guiding cell motion, 
in particular a type of motion known as 
thermotaxis. Thermotaxis is the direction-
al motion of a cell towards a particular 
preferential temperature, a mechanism 
many cells use to maintain homeostasis. 
Studying thermotaxis is difficult for sev-
eral reasons. Firstly, it is very difficult to 
establish a stable temperature gradient on 
the microscopic level. Secondly, it is very 
difficult to pinpoint moving cells. During 
experimentation, many of the cells you 
observe cannot move or are dead. If these 
cells are factored into the analysis, they 
would adulterate the data and lead to un-
quantitative results. Thirdly, it is difficult 
to ensure that the cells being studied have 
enough time to explore their temperature 
gradient and arrive at their preferential 
temperature. Working with my mentors, 
Dr. Alex Groisman and Alex Yang, at 
the University of California, San Diego, 
I developed a microfluidic device that is 
capable of solving these issues, and can 

cutting cancer at the steM
provide robust data about thermotaxis.

Our invention is constructed from 
a silicon polymer known as polydimeth-
ylsiloxane (PDMS). Microfluidic tech-
niques allow us to construct threee very 
small but precise channels inside the 
material. The rightmost channel serves 
as a heat sink while the leftmost channel 
serves as a heat source. Heat diffuses 
from the source to the sink, forming a heat 
gradient in the central channel. Because 
these channels are only 100 micrometers 
in width and are surrounded on three sides 
by PDMS and on one side by a glass slide, 
the environment is effectively shielded 
from external radiation and experiences 
minimal heat leakage, resulting in a stable 
and linear temperature gradient.

After developing this device, I 
chose to investigate the thermotaxis of 
a simple, common and safe-to-use cell, 
E. coli. I investigated how they selected 
their preferential temperature, and if the 
presence of different nutrients could af-
fect the temperature that they select. I 
perfused the bacteria through the device, 
recorded their motion using a camera and 
then analyzed the videos to create distri-
bution graphs. I found that, with different 
concentrations of nutrients, the bacteria 
changed their preferential temperature. 
This may allow scientists to guide bac-
teria within a body by introducing such 
nutrients. Moreover, I demonstrated that 
by using microfluidic methods, we can 
develop better and more effective devices 
to study motions such as thermotaxis.

I hope to adapt my device in the 
future to study the thermotaxis of other 
cells, especially antibiotic-resistant bac-
teria and sperm. Hopefully, such knowl-
edge will improve and cheapen in-vitro 
fertilization procedures and help develop 
new methods of combatting bacterial 
infections without the use of antibiotics.

by Emmanuel Cohen
Recently, I was lucky enough to find 

a passion for biological research in a cancer 
stem cell (CSC) laboratory. In February of my 
sophomore year, I began interning in the lab 
of Dr. Christopher S. Lange in the Radiation 
Oncology Department of SUNY Downstate 
Medical Center. The lab primarily studies 
CSCs, cancerous cells capable of transform-
ing into all cell types, similar to normal stem 
cells, and believed to be responsible for the 
relapse of many cancers. It also examines the 
microenvironment around the CSC, known as 
the cancer stem cell niche. This opportunity has 
helped me develop tremendously as a young 
scientist and student.

I decided to focus on the origins of can-
cer stem cells. This is an extremely important 
area of research because of the Cancer Stem 
Cell Hypothesis. The Cancer Stem Cell Hy-
pothesis states that all cancers begin and are 
maintained by CSCs, and that only one CSC is 
required to develop cancer. My research looked 
to explain how a normal, healthy adult stem 
cell becomes a cancer stem cell.  To explain 
this phenomenon, I studied a specific protein: 
the Wingless-like integration site (Wnt). Wnt 
is a protein that tells the cell when to begin to 
replicate its DNA and move towards cell divi-
sion. All cells need a strictly regulated amount 
of Wnt in order to survive, but abnormally high 
levels often force cells to divide uncontrollably 
and become cancerous. While the effects 
of Wnt are well known, 
nobody knew specifi-
cally how or where the 
Wnt was being produced. 
My goal was to find the 
source of Wnt production.

My research re-
quired the use of a num-
ber of bioinformatics 
tools such as the Basic 
Local Alignment Search 
Tool, the JASPAR Core 

Vertebrata program and the Open Reading 
Frame Finder. I used these tools to find the se-
quence of the Wnt gene, which helped identify 
possible transcription factors. A transcription 
factor is a protein that binds to a specific region 
of DNA and allows for transcription (the first 
step towards protein synthesis) to occur. Once 
I found the transcription factor, I needed to 
know how it was activated and deactivated. 
To do so, I traced the signal transduction 
pathway back to its extracellular source of 
activation and discovered a third protein, part 
of the Interleukin family of proteins, that was 
responsible for the activation of the transcrip-
tion factor. I hypothesized that high levels of 
this Interleukin family protein forced adult stem 
cells to divide, which made them cancerous. To 
test this hypothesis, I employed an Interleukin 
family blocker and the Hybrid Spheroid Assay, 
a patented technology exclusive to our lab and 
capable of accurately replicating the condi-
tions of a solid tumor outside a human body. 
Since the spheroids that were treated with the 
Interleukin blocker demonstrated less growth 
than the control spheroids, it can be inferred 
that those cells were not receiving the constant 
signal to divide; thus, they were not experienc-
ing the high levels of Wnt observed in cancer.

This research has tremendous clinical 
significance. Now that we understand how Wnt 
is produced, we can test methods of regulating 
Wnt production. In other words, cancer can be 
prevented before it even begins.

Art by Sophia Lamsifer
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by Louisa Evola
Columbine. Blacksburg. Newtown. 

Tucson. Charleston. San Bernardino. These 
names ring a far too familiar bell in the minds 
of Americans. Over the past decade, more than 
100,000 people have died as a result of the gun 
violence epidemic that has spread across the 
nation. Recently, however, President Obama 
has decided that the U.S. government cannot 
stand back and watch any longer. Teary-eyed 
and frustrated, Obama delivered a live address 
on Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2016, surrounded by gun vio-
lence victims and their loved ones. In his speech 
that followed a heartfelt introduction by Marc 
Barden, the father of a 7-year-old Sandy Hook 
victim, he condemned gun violence and vowed 
to curb the bloodshed through executive action.

First among Obama’s measures for gun 
control was a call for the establishment of tighter 
background check laws for those purchasing 
guns. He asserted that, more often than not, 
guns end up in the hands of the wrong people. 
Instances such as the massacre at a church in 
Charleston, S.C. in June of 2015, where the man 
charged with the murder of nine people, Dylan 
Roof, was able to purchase a .45-caliber hand-
gun despite admitting to drug use, occur far too 
often. FBI officials accredit a “breakdown” in 
the background check system to allowing Roof, 
an individual clearly unsuitable to possess a 
weapon, to purchase one. Obama voiced his 
frustration about this excuse in his address.

“Each time this comes up we are fed the 
excuse that common-sense reforms like back-
ground checks might not have stopped the last 
massacre, or the one before that, so why bother 
trying,” Obama said. “I reject that thinking.”

Obama ensured that, although his plan 
cannot fully abolish all of the loopholes and 
illegal “underground” gun sales, it would re-

duce the practice. That alone, he emphasized, 
should be reason enough to institute the plan, 
as it could be responsible for keeping guns out 
of the hands of many dangerous individuals. 
By taking steps such as revamping an outdated 
background check application form and hiring 
over 200 more FBI officials to process these 
applications faster, the system as a whole would 
become more efficient, Obama noted.

Federal mental health 
records often go unreported 
because of barriers in the 
background check system; 
however, the U.S. cannot 
afford the absence 
of this relevant 
informa-
tion, ac-
cording to 
Obama. Not only 
does he seek to fill 
t h e s e gaps within 
b a ck g r ou nd checks, but 
he also wishes t o  d e -
stigmatize health issues and 
get mental health p a t i e n t s 
proper care. In this way, more lives 
can be spared.

In addition to those purchasing guns, 
Obama’s executive plan also targets the other 
half of the problem: gun dealers. It aims to better 
define who should be licensed to sell a firearm 
and who should not, and establishes that all who 
sell guns must acquire a license to do so. 

Many illegal gun transactions occur 
online. These digital sales have become prob-
lematic because some gun vendors operate 
under a set of rules very different from those 
who physically sell guns in places such as shops. 
Online sellers are able to put their weapons up 

for sale on any website, and they are then sold to 
any person willing to pay for it, regardless of if 
they have had a background check. Through this 
process, guns have ended up in the possession of 
violent felons. Obama noted that a recent study 
conducted over a timespan of a few months 
found that about 1 in 30 people looking to buy 
guns on one website had criminal records.

“People with lengthy criminal histories 
are buying deadly weapons all too easily,” 

Obama said.
Obama also touched upon the 

nation’s need for greater gun 
safety technology. There 

is no excuse for the 
most technologically 
advanced nation, he 
explained, to not 
have devices such as 

child-proof locks 
for guns. Obama 

poses this question 
for technological develop-
ers: If apps can track miss-
ing phones, what is stopping 
them from inventing the 
same for guns?

“We’re going to ad-
vance research,” he concluded. “We’re going to 
work with the private sector to update firearms 
technology.”

Critics of Obama’s proposals, specifi-
cally Second-Amendment fundamentalists, gun 
lobbyists and conservative politicians who cur-
rently dominate the Senate, contend that new 
restrictions on guns violate American rights. 
The so-called federal “gun-grab” is a direct 
violation of the right to keep and bear arms, 
they say. However, Obama, citing his past as a 
constitutional law professor, made clear to his 

listeners that he does fully understand the terms 
of the Second Amendment.

“I taught constitutional law,” he said. “I 
know a little bit about this.”

Obama emphasized that there are ways to 
reduce gun violence that are consistent with the 
Second Amendment, and insisted that his pro-
posals are “not a plot to take away everybody’s 
guns.” Instead, his executive actions would aim 
to tighten loopholes and prevent buyers and 
sellers from engaging in illegal transactions.

The president continued to counter op-
ponents by posing a new argument, noting that 
mass shootings have often taken place while 
Americans have tried to exercise other rights 
such as attending worship services, going to 
school and seeing a movie. The right to bear 
firearms, he contests, cannot be held in a higher 
regard than the right to worship freely or to 
peaceably assemble, as they are all constitu-
tional rights. Obama emphasized that members 
of Congress, therefore, cannot justify their 
disapproval of his plan because it may violate 
rights, and urged them to “be brave enough to 
stand up to the gun lobby’s lies.”

“Our unalienable right to life and liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness - those rights were 
stripped from college kids in Blacksburg and 
Santa Barbara,” Obama said. 

Obama concluded his heartfelt speech 
by demanding that leaders stop politicizing gun 
violence. He condemned politicians for wasting 
time arguing and using gun violence as a mere 
excuse for polarized, partisan debates. 

Despite facing much opposition, Obama 
stands firm on his position on gun violence; un-
less the U.S. intends to see death tolls because 
of an increase in gun violence, action must 
be taken to reduce the effects of the dramatic 
devastation.

Obama advOcates stricter Gun cOntrOl laws

water crisis tensiOns bOil Over in Flint, michiGan
by Jackie Mazzeo

In 2014, the city of Flint, Mich. 
switched its water supply from a De-
troit water line to a line from the Flint 
River. This plan was drafted by Dar-
nell Earley, an emergency manager for 
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, in an ef-
fort to save money for the city. Earley 
claimed switching water sources would 
save $6-8 million.

Much of the population of Flint 
has been unknowingly suffering from 
lead poisoning for 18 months. Over-
elevated levels of lead have plagued 
this city’s tap water. The Detroit wa-
ter was properly regulated and treated 
with a chemical that coated the pipes 
of the water. The water supply coming 
from the Flint River was not carefully 
treated and was found to contain eight 
times more chloride than Detroit’s wa-
ter. Chlorine causes the pipes to cor-
rode, therefore releasing lead into the 
water.

The state ignored 
complaints from Flint 
community mem-
bers about the 
smell, color 
and taste of 
the water in 
2014, right after 
the switch. Census 
data shows that nearly 9,000 
children have been exposed to 
lead. Lead is considered more severe 
on the developing brains and nervous 
systems of children. Since the state had 
ignored their concerns, there was noth-
ing that the residents could do   to im-
prove these conditions.

“There’s real danger that the in-
jury is going to be permanent and life-
long in them,” Dr. Philip Landrigan, 
the Dean of Global Health at Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine, said 
to CBS News. “The problem 
here is, no level of lead is 
safe.” 

A 
h o s -
p i -
t a l 

discovered that levels of lead in 
children nearly doubled since Flint 
switched their water sources. Some 
short-term and long-term effects of lead 
poisoning include abdominal pain, ag-
gressive behavior, seizures, high blood 

Art by Joey Austin

pressure, mental impairment, memory 
loss, anemia and kidney dysfunction. 
In addition, Michigan health officials 
reported an increase in Legionnaires’ 

disease on Jan. 13. This disease is 
caused by exposure to bacteria that 
is present in water and can even 

cause pneumonia or 
the flu.

“ [ R e s i -
dents] were 

forgotten 
and ne-

glected 
b y 
e v -
e r y 

agen-
cy in the country that was supposed to 
protect them,” Mona Hanna-Attisha, 
the Flint pediatrician whose research 
has proven the dangerously high levels 
of lead in Flint children’s blood, said.

When a search of Snyder’s emails 

was conducted, an email from Sue Mc-
Cormick, the then-Detroit Water and 
Sewerage Department Director, was 
found. The email shows that the neces-
sary “money-saving switch” was actu-
ally unnecessary and proposes that the 
Detroit water company would continue 
providing water to Flint at a savings 
of $800 million over 30 years, or 20 
percent less than the switch. This email 
exhibits that Flint could have saved 
more money than it did if it had contin-
ued using Detroit’s water.

Flint residents have filed a class-
action lawsuit that places Snyder and 
the state government as incompetent 
officials who have breached their 
contracts that provide their city with 
drinkable water. Residents believe that 
Snyder had jeopardized their health 
and hope the lawsuit will end in their 
favor.

President Obama declared a fed-
eral state of emergency in Flint on Jan. 

16. Approximately $5 million in 
federal aid has been grant-
ed to assist with the water 
crisis. Companies such as 
Walmart, Coca-Cola, Nestle 
and PepsiCo have donated 

about 176 truckloads of water. 
This includes up to 6.5 million bottles 
of clean water. The city tries to over-
come the crisis, yet the consequences 
of lead contamination will be never-
ending.

Despite these unfortunate ob-
stacles, Flint residents are still trying 
to stay positive. Hopefully, those who 
were affected by this water crisis will 
recover quickly.  
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by Bharvi Chavre
Recently, there have been massive 

outbreaks of the Zika virus. This virus is 
spread through infected Aedes aegypti mos-
quito bites. The most common symptoms of 
Zika virus include fever, joint pain, rash and 
conjunctivitis (red eye). About 1 in 5 people 
who catch the virus will get sick, and illness 
is usually mild and lasts less than a week. 
However, infection of pregnant mothers may 
cause extreme birth defects through trans-
mission from mother to fetus in the womb. 
This can result in severe brain damage or an 
abnormally small head for the fetus. Hospi-
talization for severe disease is quite uncom-
mon. The Zika virus was discovered in 1947 
in Uganda in the Zika forest, and has mainly 
remained in Africa despite small outbreaks 
in Asia. The last major epidemic of the Zika 
virus was on the island of Yap, where almost 
75 percent of the population was infected. 
Eighty percent of those infected have shown 
no symptoms, and tracking the Zika virus 
is incredibly difficult.

In May 2015, the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) confirmed 
that Zika had spread to the northern part of 
Brazil. Since October 2015, other territories 
in the Americas have reported cases of the 
virus, including Bolivia, Colombia, the 
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Haití, Gua-
temala, México, Puerto Rico and Venezuela. 
Samoa and Cape Verde have also announced 
active Zika virus transmission. 

“In many ways the Zika outbreak is 
worse than the Ebola epidemic of 2014-15,” 
Jeremy Farrar, the head of the Wellcome 
Trust (a biomedical research charity in Lon-
don), said. “Most virus carriers are symp-
tomless. It is a silent infection in a group 

of highly vulnerable individuals-pregnant 
women-that is associated with a horrible 
outcome for their babies.”

Unlike Ebola, for which vaccines are 
being tested, it is not likely that there will be 
a cure for Zika any time soon.

“[Aedes aegypti] loves urban life 
and has spread across the entire tropical 
belt of the planter, and of course that belt is 
expanding as global warming takes effect,” 
Farrar added. 

Mike Turner, the head of infection 
and immunobiology at Wellcome Trust also 
commented on the difficulties of developing 
a vaccine.

“The real problem is that 
trying to develop a 
vaccine that 
would have 
been tested 
on preg-

n a n t 
women is a practical and ethical nightmare,” 
Turner said. 

Extreme actions may be the best way 
to contain Zika, according to Turner and 
other officials. One such action can involve 
the use of dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 
(DDT). DDT was one of the first chemicals 
widely used as a pesticide, but it was banned 
due to its many negative consequences such 
as increased chance of breast cancer in girls 
exposed to DDT before puberty. DDT could 
potentially eliminate Aedes aegypti quickly 
as possible. 

“We have to balance the risk posed to 

the environment by DDT with the terrible 
impact this virus is having on the unborn,” 
Turner continued.

About 1.5 million people in Brazil 
are believed to have the Zika virus since 
2014. Since it is currently summer in the 
Southern Hemisphere, the mosquitoes are 
rapidly spreading Zika in the Americas. 
Authorities are scrambling to get the Zika 
virus under control, especially because of 
the 2016 Summer Olympics in Brazil, for 
which about 500,000 people are expected 
to attend. 

“I think that would be very, very 
unlikely,” Dr. Bruce Aylward, an assistant 
director general for the World Health Orga-

nization (WHO), said when 
asked if the WHO would 

tell people not to go 
to Brazil for the 

Olympics. 

W h e n  t h e 
games are held, it will be 
winter in the Southern Hemisphere, 

which will hopefully limit the number of 
mosquitoes carrying  the disease.

President Barack Obama and Brazil-
ian President Dilma Rouseff have met and 
talked about the threats of the Zika virus 
dissemination. Both of them agreed it is 
vital that they worked together in finding 
a vaccine and other technology to control 
the virus. 

On Feb. 1, it was confirmed that a 
positive case of the Zika virus was found in 

Indonesia. The virus was found in a 27-year-
old man who lived in Jambi province and 
never traveled overseas in his life. Simulta-
neously, another case related to the dengue 
outbreak, another mosquito-borne disease, 
was being investigated in the province. 

“Out of the 103 (dengue-negative) 
specimens that we checked, we found one 
positive for Zika,” the deputy director of 
the Eijkman Institute for Molecular Biology, 
Herawati Sudoyo, said. “We concluded that 
the virus has been circulating in Indonesia 
for a while.”

The WHO also stated that the Zika 
virus is “spreading explosively” in the 
Americas, with three to four million cases 
expected in this year alone. The WHO held 
an emergency meeting on Monday, Feb. 1. 
The Zika virus can now be classified as a 
“public health emergency of international 
concern” in 25 countries. 

“[Zika is] a novel, emerging infection 
that we know very little about,”  director of 
Georgetown’s O’Neill Institute, Lawrence 
Gostin, said. “The people in these countries 
deserve the protection of the international 
community and the World Health Organi-
zation.”

There have been only three other 
times the WHO has declared a public health 
emergency: the H1N1 swine flu in 2009, the 
Ebola epidemic in 2014 and a comeback of 
polio in Syria, 2014. 

As of now, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) is warning 
women to postpone pregnancies and preg-
nant women to avoid going to countries with 
the Zika outbreak. Hopefully, a vaccine or 
effective cure will be developed to eradicate 
the Zika virus once and for all.

Chinese eConomy suffers

Zika Virus outbreak sCares traVelers 

by Andrea Valero
Chinese economic growth was 6.9 per-

cent in 2015, and while that number is ideal 
for many nations, it was China’s lowest in 
25 years. This is particularly startling for the 
world’s second-largest economy. Its growth is 
slowing down from its previous record-break-
ing numbers, creating a fear that the decline 
will impact the global market.

Following the 2007-2008 recession, af-
fected economies are recovering, albeit slow-
ly. These economies are significant markets 
for Chinese exports, and their slow recoveries 
led to a decline in production, employment 
and incomes in China. The Chinese govern-
ment now seeks to transition its export- and 
investment-driven economy to be more sus-
tainable and consumption oriented.

To speed up this process, authorities 
in China allowed for the devaluation of the 
renminbi (the Chinese currency) to bolster ex-
ports by giving them a price advantage against 
the U.S. dollar and to further internationalize 
its currency. A weaker currency causes im-
ports to become more expensive, which can 
aid domestic industry by increasing the pro-
duction of substitute products. On Jan. 6, the 
Chinese currency fell to a five-year low. In 
this transition, countries 
who rely on the Chinese 
demand for commodi-
ties suffer. 

In addition, Chi-
na possesses an exces-
sive amount of factories, 
and these debt-financed 
industries are producing 
more materials that are 
not bought. In order to 
balance its economy by 
promoting services and 

consumer spending, China has begun clos-
ing capacities in manufacturing industries. 
China’s State Council had closed 100-150 
million tons of steel making capacity on Jan. 
26, a decision that could lead to the loss of 
400,000 jobs. 

Meanwhile, Chinese stocks sunk to 
their lowest levels. Stock trading was abruptly 
ended following a 7 percent fall on Jan. 6, 
causing Chinese authorities to suspend a cir-
cuit breaker, which halts trading when losses 
reach a certain point. While this move was 
intended to stabilize stocks, it actually caused 
more unrest among investors. This crash im-
pacted stocks in the U.S. and Europe as well; 
the S&P 500 went down 4.6 percent on Jan. 
6,  becoming the worst start of the year for the 
500-stock index. 

In order to counter this slow growth, 
officials have been cutting interest rates and 
reserve requirement ratios from the People’s 
Bank of China.

Some believe that the economic slow-
down was inevitable, and that fast-growing 
economies stem from unstable economies. 
Many fear that the combination of China’s 
economic slowdown and the oil prices plum-
meting may lead to a global recession.

el Chapo Chained down
by Sophia Giordano

The infamous man responsible for 
supplying most of the marijuana, cocaine 
and heroin to the streets of America, Joaquin 
Guzman, has once again been captured and 
imprisoned. Guzman, commonly referred to 
as “El Chapo,” ran the multibillion-dollar drug 
empire termed the Sinaloa Cartel and has pre-
viously escaped from Mexico’s maximum-se-
curity prisons twice. He is currently being held 
at the Altiplano Federal Prison in Almoloya de 
Juarez. Mexico plans to extradite Guzman 
to the U.S. soon, where he will face drug 
trafficking charges and be incarcerated for 
many years to come.

El Chapo was on the run for 
six months after his second escape. 
His second escape from the Alti-
plano prison in Central Mexico 
was made possible through a 
crawlspace in his cell block’s 
shower that led to a lighted, 
ventilated tunnel. Guzman then 
traveled 85 miles to San Juan del Rio, where 
he was able to take a plane to his native state 
of Sinaloa. There, Guzman enjoyed protection 
by his many gunman and by local residents 
who perceive him as a modern Robin Hood.

On Friday, Jan. 8, the Mexican Navy 
raided a residence in the city of Los Mo-
chis where El Chapo had taken refuge after 
a month of close surveillance on the home. 
A hectic chase ensued as Guzman escaped 
through a manhole that led to the city’s sewer 
tunnels. Guzman even managed to steal a car 
once he resurfaced, but the authorities quickly 
located him on a highway just outside the city 
and seized him.

The heavy gunfire that occurred during 
the chase killed various suspects linked to El 
Chapo. The Mexican Army placed the death 

toll at five, and arrested six others. Although 
one army personnel was injured, none were 
killed.

Two major factors that allowed for 
the recapture of El Chapo was surveillance 
and the tracking of communications between 
those close to him. Even on the run, Guzman 
had intentions to create a biographical film 
about his life. His efforts at filming a biopic 
led him to communicate with famed actors 

and producers for advice. Consequently,  
authorities were able to investigate his 

whereabouts through these interac-
tions.

Another event that was 
deemed essential in the recapturing 
of El Chapo was the secret inter-
view that took place with actor Sean 
Penn. The meeting that took place 

between the famed American actor 
and infamous drug lord was in part set 
up by a Mexican actress named Kate 
del Castillo, who El Chapo was sup-

posedly fond of. Castillo and Penn followed 
Guzman’s security procedures, including trav-
eling in blindfolds and in a plane that jams ra-
dar. Nevertheless,  photographs still surfaced 
of Castillo and Penn arriving in Guadalajara, 
Mexico. Mexican officials revealed that these 
pictures were legitimate and taken by Mexi-
can intelligence, confirming the fact that au-
thorities were tracking Penn’s movements to 
find the kingpin.

Guzman’s previous escapes had not 
only insulted the security of the citizens, but it 
also embarrassed the Mexican government. El 
Chapo has served as a symbol of the govern-
ment’s incompetence and corruption for years. 
President Enrique Peña Nieto hopes that the 
recapture of Guzman will restore Mexicans’ 
faith in their justice system.
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by Bharvi Chavre and Chenab 
Khakh

During the week of Jan. 11, 2016, 
biology classes received a lesson like no 
other. In collaboration with the Ecology 
unit, The Quogue Wildlife program 
was scheduled to be held in most biol-
ogy classes at Hewlett High School. 
Hosted by Peter Schmidt, students had 
an enhanced lesson on “Human Impact” 
with live animals and true rescue stories. 
Animals brought in included many dif-
ferent types of owls, a hawk, snakes, 
turtles and even a taxidermied turkey.

As he introduced each animal, 
Schmidt told an impactful story that left 
a mark on all the students that sat in front 
of him. He explained how the animals 
used in the presentations are either dis-
tressed animals 
that are unable 
to live alone in 
the wild or dis-
carded pets. 

The s t a r 
of  t he  bi rd s’ 
por tion of the 
p re sent a t ion , 
H o o t e r  t h e 
Great Horned 
O w l ,  a  d i s -
tressed animal 
from Idaho, has 
been under the 
care of humans for 10 years. By staying 
in captivity at the Quogue refuge center, 
she was given the opportunity to live 
three times longer than in the wild. 

Additionally, Schmidt presented 
a red-tailed hawk and Rupert the Barn 

Owl. Unfortunately, these birds have wing 
injuries that prevent them from being able 
to live in the wild. Rupert had to have his 
wing amputated because it was so badly 
broken. By taking in these animals, the 
refuge demonstrated to the students that it 
is necessary to help helpless animals, es-
pecially if they are endangered. Students 
learned that they should immediately 
report injured or discarded animals rather 
than neglect them. 

The presentation also included the 
ball python, mainly found in India, and a  
very common pet for young boys. Pythons 
fall under the discarded pet category, and 
the human impact is known as “introduc-
ing new species.” As pet owners grow 
up and are no longer able to take care 
of their pets, parents end up releasing 

them into the 
wild, as refug-
es often have 
no space for 
these snakes. 
When humans 
i n t r o d u c e 
t h e s e  n e w 
species, they 
tend to disturb 
su r rounding 
ecosystems. 
Even though 
the an imals 

are fun to care 
for, the refuge wishes they could live in 
their natural environment. The Quogue 
Wildlife Refuge wants people to appreci-
ate how beautifully organisms adapt to 
their environment and to learn why it is 
important to share the world with these 

animals.
Throughout the presentation of the 

animals, the importance of the “Human 
Impact” in ecosystems was emphasized. 
Schmidt built upon 
the lessons of “Hu-
man Impact” al-
ready t aught  i n 
biology classes by 
connecting each of 
the animals’ stories 
to the five aspects 
of Human Impact: 
Habitat Destruc-
tion, Introducing 
New Species, Pol-
lution, Pet Trade 
a n d  O v e r h u n t -
i ng .  Mo r e ove r, 
solutions to these 
p r o b l e m s  we r e 
discussed with the 
students and ex-
emplif ied by the 
animals.

The program received a positive 
response, especially from the students.  “I 
think the animals coming in was a great 
experience.” Anna Tevzadze ’19 said. “We 
constantly read about how our environ-
ment is experiencing troubles but it puts 
things into perspective when we actually 
see it occurring. The animals and Mr. 
Schmidt did a great job in making sure 
the we do everything we can to live in an 
environment that we can hold onto for a 
long period of time.”

From taking over the habitats of 
other organisms to bringing invasive spe-
cies to non-native areas, students saw how 

they could affect these animals.
“Students remember the HIPPO pro-

gram and live animals from the Quogue 
Wildlife Refuge and hopefully the impact 

that we, as human 
beings, can have on 
all living things on 
Earth,” Living En-
vironment and AP 
Biology teacher Dr. 
Joan Schmidt said. 
“Our actions result 
in consequences, 
both beneficial and 
not and as a result, 
we should assume 
responsibility and 
take heed that we 
can affect other an-
imals and ourselves 
as well.”

“I am always 
so pleased to see 
the delight on the 
faces of my stu-

dents when the great horned owl hoots at 
the students – how many times can stu-
dents personally see and learn about these 
beautiful animals in their lifetime?” Dr. 
Schmidt continued. “Unfortunately many 
of the animals used in the program were 
injured by some of our actions and I think 
seeing the program emphasizes the con-
cept of human impact in a unique way.”

The science department sponsors 
the Quogue Wildlife Program at our high 
school annually to enrich students’ educa-
tion and environmental awareness. Hope-
fully, humans can learn to share the Earth 
and its resources with other organisms.

Powerball Hits billions

Quogue wildlife Program is truly wild

new year, same article
by Coralle Zangi

In towns and cities across the na-
tion, countless billionaire hopefuls, a 
majority of whom have never played 
the lottery before, stood in long lines to 
buy tickets. They sought the largest lot-
tery prize ever offered in North America, 
also the largest in the world that could be 
won with a single ticket.

The Powerball lightning bolt 
struck three very lucky ticket hold-
ers on Jan. 15 from California, Florida 
and Tennessee. The winners, who beat 
the 1-in-292.2-million odds by picking 
the magical combination: 4, 8, 19, 27, 
34 and Powerball 10, will split the re-
cord jackpot of $1.6 billion, for a total 
of $528.8 million apiece. According to 
Jeffery Miecznikowski, a professor at 
the University at Buffalo, picking the 
right combination is as equally unlikely 
as flipping a coin and getting heads 28 
times in a row.

No one stepped forward to claim 
their victory immediately, but it was 
well known which stores had sold the 
winning tickets: a 7-Eleven in China 
Hills, Calif., Naifeh’s Food Mart in 
Munford, Tenn., and a Publix Grocery in 
Melbourne Beach, Fl.

At a media conference in front of 
the 7- Eleven, lottery officials presented 
a check for $1 million to the owner of 
the franchise, Balbir Atwal, for selling 
a jackpot-winning ticket. He claimed he 
would donate a portion of the earnings 
to charity and some to friends and family 
as well. Due to differences in state laws, 
the Tennessee, retailer only received 
$25,000 and the Florida store owner re-
ceived $10,000.

John and Lisa Robinson of Mun-
ford, Tenn. announced of their winnings 
on “The Today Show” before even secur-
ing the ticket with lottery officials.

“It’s a good example of what not to 
do,” Jason Kurland, a New York attorney 
who has represented lottery winners in 
the past, said. The risks of flying back 
and forth from Nashville to New York 
are extremely high when you are hold-
ing a winning lottery ticket in your shirt 
pocket.

“The short time between the day 
you win and the day you claim is your 
last chance at normalcy,” Kurland con-
tinued. Kurland emphasized the impor-
tance of sitting back and really thinking 
about what you want to do with all that 
money and how to properly effectuate 
your estate planning.

The mystery behind the Florida 
winner was finally solved when Candice 
Withers, a 32-year-old widow, came for-
ward the following Saturday afternoon 
with the winning ticket. Since the pass-
ing of her husband in 2014 while serv-
ing in Iraq, financially, things had been 
very tight for Candace and her four kids. 
Despite receiving government assis-
tance and military benefits, there was not 
enough money to keep the lights on or 
feed the entire family.

When asked why she took so long 
to come forward, Candace replied “I 
was (and still am) overwhelmed. I was 
just trying to process the information, 
it doesn’t feel real, I am still waiting to 
wake up from this crazy dream.” Can-
dace told reporters that her first purchase 
with her winnings will be a new home 
for her family.

On Jan. 8, however, German au-
thorities tied the vicious attacks to asylum 
seekers. The German Interior Ministry 
said 18 of the 31 people so far identified 
as suspects had applied for asylum. This 
news intensified fears about threats to se-
curity and cultural clashes with migrants.

“We must continuously re-examine 
whether we really have done everything, 
as far as expulsion orders and actual ex-
pulsions from Germany are concerned,” 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said.

The horrific assaults have further 

ignited the controversy over migrants en-
tering Germany in such large numbers, 
as both parties ponder over what action 
to take to ensure safety to the German 
people. 

Just over a month into the New 
Year, many hope 2016 will bring about 
happiness and peace across the globe. 
Many wish to leave the growing terrorism 
threat, which plagued many cities in 2015, 
behind. As for the United States, election 
year is finally here; and candidates con-
tinue to make headline news as they battle 
to be the next commander-in-chief.

continued from p.1
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by Lenny Khazan
One company that always appears 

at the forefront of the space industry is 
SpaceX, and the last few months have 
been no exception. On Dec. 21, the 
company finally achieved one of the key 
milestones in reliable and cheap space 
travel - landing the first stage rocket 
booster back on the ground for reuse. 
While there is still plenty of work to to 
be done, this achievement has brought 
us one step closer to cheaper and more 
reliable space travel.

T h e  c o m p a n y 
f i r s t  began 
w o r k 
o n  t h e 
“ve r t i ca l 
t a k e o f f , 
vertical land-
ing” approach in late 
2011 for their rockets, in 
the hopes of ul-
timately bringing c o s t s 
down and allowing for cheaper 
and more sustainable space travel. 
While it initially concluded that the 
additional weight and complexity that 
would be required would make its 
Falcon 9 rocket infeasible, rekindled 
interest in the idea ultimately led to the 
implementation of the new system in a 
March 2015 launch. SpaceX attempted 
the landing with several  missions 
throughout the year, and after several 
“rapid unscheduled disassemblies (ex-
plosions),” it finally achieved a success-
ful landing. The company will continue 
to test and perfect the procedure for 
the new several months, but the recent 
success will hopefully make future mis-

sions significantly cheaper.
SpaceX was not the first to ac-

complish this task, however. Just a 
month prior to the successful land-
ing, the obscure company Blue Ori-
gin, led by Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos, 
revealed that it too had attempted a 
vertical landing of its New Shepherd 
rocket. Unlike SpaceX, Blue Origin was 
founded with the intention of bringing 
people into space for a few minutes of 
weightlessness and an incredible view, 

which allows the company to 
use a much smaller 

rocket (roughly 
a quarter of the 
height and less 
than a tenth of 
the mass). In 
addi t ion,  be-

cause the pri-
mary mission of the 

SpaceX launch was to 
deliver satellites into orbit, 

the first stage booster had to 
reorient itself back to an earth-bound 
trajectory, unlike the New Shepherd 
rocket which just went up and down. 
Nonetheless, both accomplishments 
are major milestones for the future of 
space travel.

We are still years away from ac-
complishing the SpaceX mission of af-
fordable and accessible space travel, but 
the recent progress has removed a major 
barrier in making that happen. Combin-
ing a reusable Falcon 9 booster with 
the Dragon spacecraft has the potential 
to revolutionize the concept of space 
travel, and ultimately help to make 
humans a truly interplanetary species.

SpaceX TakeS Off 

by Ben Rapp
Two new exercise and fitness tracking 

devices, the Fitbit Blaze and the Fitbit Alta, 
were announced early this year. These new 
watches are part of a trend in the development 
of new technology to monitor the activity of 
an individual and report on their fitness. While 
both serve a similar purpose, the Alta was 
designed more for everyday use.

The Fitbit Blaze combines the essentials 
of a smartwatch and a fitness tracker. With its 
tracking of activities and sleep, the device per-
forms almost all of the tasks that people look 
for in a fitness tracker. Additionally, music can 
be controlled to correlate with Fitbit notifica-
tions made to maintain pace, announce time 
or update the user about their distance. The 
device also has many basic smartwatch-like 
features such as music control, alarms and 
alerts for calls, texts and calendar events. Like 
all watches, this device can also provide users 
with the time. 

On top of these basic features, the Blaze 
introduces many new features for Fitbit. A color 
touchscreen is a large upgrade from previous 
Fitbit devices. The Blaze also has a GPS and 
a PurePulse Heart Rate Monitor. This heart 
rate monitor calculates the user’s heart rate 
without an uncomfortable chest strap. This 
could be beneficial due to the convenience and 
comfort, but may not produce results with the 
same accuracy. 

Rather than considering this device a 
fitness tracker, Fitbit is marketing it as a revo-
lutionary watch with fitness in mind. To support 
this claim, Fitbit sells additional bands and 
frames for the device so it can be customized 
exactly to a user’s preferences, similarly to the 
Apple Watch.

Announced in early February for preor-
der at the price of $130, the Fitbit Alta is meant 

to be a slimmer fitness wristband. The device 
has many standard features including alerts for 
texts, calls and calendar events, all day activity 
tracking, sleep tracking and a clock. This device 
also introduces many new features for Fitbit 
including reminders to move after long periods 
of inactivity and auto exercise recognition and 
tracking. The reminders to move even give 
positive encouragement to users if they become 
active. The automatic exercise recognition 
is an upgrade to other Fitbit devices because 
a button does not need to be pressed to start 
activity tracking. This makes the device more 
user friendly and helps keep the data accurate. 

These devices, like all Fitbit devices, 
can be synced wirelessly to the Fitbit app on a 
computer or one of over 200 devices. This free 
app provides users with all of their daily activity 
data including steps, calories burned, miles and 
active minutes, and all data can be accessed at 
any time. On top of that, users can view statistics 
such as time awake, length of sleep and time it 
took to fall asleep. 

With recent updates to the app, multiple 
devices can be supported on one account. The 
app will automatically detect when users switch 
between them. 

Fitbit encourages users to work out with 
competitions they can have with their friends. 
Notifications push users to move towards their 
goals and to pull ahead of their friends and 
families in daily or weekly competitions.

Overall, both of these new devices per-
form similar functions and can be chosen by a 
user based on their style and function prefer-
ences. The Fitbit Alta has the same five day 
battery life as the Blaze. Similarly to the Blaze, 
the Alta also has interchangeable bands and a 
selection of clock faces. Silent alarms on both 
of these devices wake wearers in a gentle way 
without disturbing others in the room. 

fiTBiT BlazOnS Blaze

by Ben Rapp
In November 2014, New York City an-

nounced that it would be replacing old phone 
booths with Wi-Fi access points. The city of 
New York identifies this device as “a first-of-
its-kind communications network that will 
bring the fastest available free public Wi-Fi 
to millions of New Yorkers, small businesses 
and visitors.” The first installation occurred in 
December 2015 at the corner of 15th Street and 
3rd Avenue. Five hundred more are expected 
to be situated by July 2016. When this project 
is complete, more than 7,500 telephone booths 
will be replaced with these 
Wi-Fi hubs. With their 
USB charging ports, touch 
screen web browsing and 
55-inch advertising dis-
plays, these new hubs are 
expected to generate more 
than $500 million in the 
next 12 years. 

Currently, about a 
dozen hubs are installed 
on 3rd Avenue. Close to half of these are 
providing the area with free Wi-Fi and the rest 
will receive Wi-Fi in the near future. Eventu-
ally, thousands of additional devices will be 
installed in the five boroughs.

This hub, known as Link NYC, is com-
pletely free. Advertisements provide relevant 
information for New York City residents and 
visitors, generating more than half a billion 
dollars of revenue and enabling the city of New 
York to offer these devices at no cost. 

Link NYC allows users to connect their 
personal devices, such as a smartphone or tab-
let, to a free Wi-Fi network. The connection is 
said to be super fast and will enable users to 
perform many tasks on their devices without 
using their cellular data. 

Also, with the built in touchscreen tablet, 
users are able to browse the web, access the 
city’s maps and obtain directions. Not only will 
users not need to waste their cellular data, but 
they will also be able to preserve the battery 
of their personal devices. Over the next few 
months, many more apps will be released and 
made available on this device.

The touch screen tablet will also enable 
people to make free personal calls to anywhere 
in the U.S. via the Vonage app. A headphone 
jack is available for additional privacy during 
these calls. Near the dial pad, there is a red 

button that will call 911 
in case of an emergency. 

In addition, the 
Link hub has a power-
only USB port which en-
ables users to charge their 
personal devices from the 
Link without transferring 
any personal data or in-
formation. 

The two 55-inch 
HD displays on each Link can publish public 
service announcements or advertisements. 
The advertisement revenue generated by these 
screens pays for these devices and enables the 
city of New York to release this device at no 
cost for users.

“Built at no cost to taxpayers, the five-
borough Link NYC network will, though 
advertising proceeds, generate more than $500 
million in revenue for the City over the initia-
tive’s first 12 years,” the City of New York said 
on their website. 

The installation of these devices benefits 
more than just the people using them. Many 
jobs are created installing, servicing and 
maintaining the 7,500 devices that will exist 
throughout the area. 

nYc prOvideS Wifi

by Steven Gershik
No matter how many students com-

plain about the lack of Internet connec-
tion for personal laptops in the school, 
administrators have been unwilling to 
address the issue. Even though the new 
age of portable devices allows students 
to have the potential of using these de-
vices for educational purposes, admin-
istrators seem to believe that the risk of 
distraction outweighs the benefits. 

Based on the desire to learn more, 
students bring in their own computers 
to work from, connecting the work they 
do at home to the work they do in the 
classroom. Another reason why students 
bring personal computers is that the 
school-given computers are too slow to 
fulfill their educational needs. 

The idea of not allowing students 
with home-brought computers to access 
the wireless is not only a poor choice 
to make from a logical aspect, but also 
counterintuitive to the learning process.

By allowing students to access the 
network and the drive, they would have 
the best research tool at their fingertips 
and not be forced to rely on the school 
tablets. If this were 
to be done, personal 
computer users would 
be able to download 
school notes instead 
of taking paper cop-
ies.

 There are also 
students that have to 
adapt to the various 
note taking options.

T h i s  m a y  b e 
the reason why some 

people are upset, since they are in a way 
“forced” to use school tablets as they 
provide the only option for accessing the 
internet and doing research.

Were regular laptops simply given 
access to the drives, students would not 
need to worry about switching between 
their school and personal computer. 
Not only does this technique of making 
kids use tablets not work, but some of 
the firewalls prevent tablet users from 
researching key information.

Students that want to bring their 
laptops to school are unable to operate 
them properly without a wireless net-
work connection. Some people prefer 
to use Macbooks or a nicer Windows 
computer.

These are some of the reasons why 
some students simply give up on using 
the Internet connection and instead just 
use paper copies of notes. Some even use 
the Internet-less personal computers in 
order to be at least somewhat efficient 
with their schoolwork.

Clearly, the current tablet system is 
flawed and must be fixed to give students 
the best educational opportunities.

Art by Gillian Moser
Art by Andrea Valero
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ScientiStS SyntheSize new SubStanceS
by Sulan Pathiranage

On Dec. 30, 2015, the International 
Union of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
(IUPAC) approved the discovery of four 
new elements on the periodic table: unun-
trium (113, Uut), ununpentium (115, Uup), 
ununseptium (117, Uus) and ununoctium 
(118, Uuo). The discovery of these elements 
brings the total number of elements found 
to 118 and completes the seventh row of the 
periodic table.

“The chemistry community is eager 
to see its most cherished table finally being 
completed down to the seventh row,” Profes-
sor Jan Reedijk, President of the Inorganic 
Chemistry Division of IUPAC, said.

The periodic table has a long history, 
dating back to the first recorded discovery 
of a new element, phosphorous, by Hennig 
Brand in 1669. Over the next 200 years, 
64 elements were discovered and, in 1869, 
Dmitri Mendeleev organized the first peri-
odic table. Elements were placed in order 
of weight and organized by properties, 
which led him to find gaps in the table and 
successfully predict the existence of seven 
new elements.

After Mendeleev, the periodic table 
underwent several major changes. At the 
end of the 19th century, the non-reactive 
“noble gases” were added, followed by 
Henry Moseley’s reorganization based on 
atomic number. The addition of lanthanides, 
or rare earth metals, and actinides as their 
own rows brings us to the design of our 
modern periodic table.

However, the modern periodic table 
would soon be further extended when we 
began synthesizing our own elements in 
particle accelerators. Particle accelera-
tors are systems that accelerate atoms and 
subatomic particles into each other at high 
speeds; scientists use this data to formulate 

far-reaching theories on physics. Synthetic 
elements provided a way for scientists to fill 
in the gaps of the periodic table and make 
new discoveries about atomic stability. 

Synthetic elements are generally very 
heavy with short half-lives. While this does 
not apply to all man made elements, such 
as technetium, which has a half-life of 6.6 
million years, it does apply to most of them. 
All transuranium elements with an atomic 
number greater than 92 have a short half-
life, while all transactinide elements with 
an atomic number greater than 103 are 
superheavy elements. These elements are 

considered to be unstable, which means 
the binding of the nucleus is not strong 
enough to keep the element together, and 
it decays into another element in a process 
known as radioactive decay. 

Out of the discovered 118 elements, 
92 are naturally occurring. Not many of the 
synthetic elements are of much practical use 
to people. Scientists, however, have other 
reasons to pour money and research into 
finding new elements. Finding new elements 
provides a great way for scientists to refine 
and even create new theories about physics. 
Those discoveries, while gradual, could 

trickle down into practical applications.
The discovery of the new elements is 

the result of painstaking work. The use of 
particle accelerators, while necessary, only 
provides an extremely low chance of prop-
erly working to the scientists’ benefits. Not 
only does the original research take time, 
but to be verified by the IUPAC, the same 
results must be confirmed with another 
non-affiliated research group. The addition 
of new elements to the table can take years.

While these elements were verified, 
much more research is desired. What the 
discoveries of these new elements have 
shown are flaws in the theories. The general 
periodic table trends have not held up as ele-
ments get heavier. For example, the recently 
discovered element 114 has been shown to 
behave like a noble gas, yet is nowhere near 
them on the periodic table. Additionally, 
as the elements get heavier, the energies of 
the surrounding particles become higher. 
Scientists have therefore proposed that, as 
particles cannot move at the speed of light, 
the limit for elements is element 137. 

While questions remain about the 
current state of the periodic table, the 
completion of the periodic table represents 
a step into the unknown. Scientists hope 
to find certain “islands of stability” where 
there are stable superheavy elements, as 
well as other interesting phenomena. Many 
desire to look to the future and discover 
more elements to add to the periodic table.

“Now that we have conclusively 
demonstrated the existence of element 113,” 
lead RIKEN researcher Kosuke Morita 
said, “we plan to look to the uncharted ter-
ritory of element 119 and beyond, aiming 
to examine the chemical properties of the 
elements in the seventh and eighth rows of 
the periodic table, and someday to discover 
the Island of Stability.”

ReSeaRcheRS DiScoveR new Planet
by Arik Slepyan

Although it may seem like it was yes-
terday, Pluto has not been a planet for almost 
10 years now. However, recent research 
from the California Institute of Technology 
(Caltech) suggests that there may be a new 
ninth planet in our solar system.

The newly-observed planet is ap-
proximately 10 times the size of Earth, and 
is almost 20 times further away from the 
Sun than Neptune. With such a large orbit, 
this new planet takes between 10,000 and 
20,000 years to complete just one revolution 
around the sun.

Sadly, researchers have not captured a 
clear image of the planet yet. Rather, scien-
tists have been able to predict its existence 
due to its sizable gravitational field. This was 
particularly noticeable in the icy Kuiper 
Belt, an asteroid belt that exists past Nep-
tune. Over time it was noticed that much 
of the debris had a strange orbit which 
seemed to revolve around one central 
mass. After years of mathematical 
modelling, it was determined that a 
planet or some large celestial body was 
the most probable explanation for these 
unusual orbits.

Colleagues Mike Brown and Kon-
stantin Batygin of Caltech led the project 
for almost two years and were originally 
shocked by their results. Initially, the re-
searchers thought there was an error in their 
calculations, but after persistent trials they 
showed that an undiscovered planet was the 
most probable explanation.

“What we have found is really a gravi-
tational signature of Planet Nine,” Batygin 
said. “And that signature is seen in the most 

distant orbits of this debris field beyond the 
orbit of Neptune that we commonly refer to 
as the Kuiper belt. If you look at the furthest 
orbits in this debris field, they all kind of 
swing out the same way. The only reason-
able explanation for this confinement, this 
grouping of the orbits, is that there’s a distant 
Planet Nine which is rather massive keeping 
them together.”

The researchers believe that the new 
planet is composed of predominantly ice and 
rock with an atmosphere between 10 and 20 
percent hydrogen and helium – similar to 

the conditions on Uranus or Neptune. They 
predict that they will be able to capture distant 
images of the new planet in the next two to 
eight years and encourage other astronomers 
and researchers to observe the planet now that 
its orbit is understood.

“Mostly, the reaction has been very 
positive, especially from our colleagues that 
have read the paper,” Batygin said. “They’re 
more or less compelled by the arguments. 
There’s been also a bit of skepticism, which 

RaPP’S aPPS

GooGle caRDboaRD
Free on iOS and Android

by Ben Rapp
Google has recently developed a new 

virtual reality (VR) device that is called Google 
Cardboard. This simple apparatus retails for 
around $5. It can be purchased on Amazon and 
many other online retailers. Google claims that 
this device enables users to “experience virtual 
reality in a simple, fun and affordable way.” To 
experience their personal virtual reality, users 
must download the free companion application 
from the Google Play Store or App Store and 
place their device in the Cardboard mount.

 This free app has a variety of features 
in order to individualize and enhance the 
user’s experience. Included in the Google 
Cardboard app is a “Tour Guide” which is a 
voice-guided tour. The 360-degree views cre-
ate outstandingly realistic environments. The 
app also has an “Earth” app in which users 
can view various landscapes. The “Exhibit” 
feature on the app gives users the ability to 
examine cultural artifacts in a completely im-
mersive experience. On top of that, users can 
view their photos and videos on a seemingly 
massive screen.

In addition to the five standard features 
bundled into the Google Cardboard app, there 
are many third-party add-ons available. Wear-
able, a technology review site, has outlined 
the best Google Cardboard apps: a free Star 
Wars app that puts users in a Resistance secret 
agent in the desert from the movie, and a North 
Face Climb app that shows the viewer what it 
would be like to follow a climber in Yosemite 
National Park in California or Moab in Utah.

Some of these add-ons are a bit less 
academic; “Beer Box” allows users to see 
what it is like to be intoxicated. This app 
is sold in the Google Play Store for $1. By 
blurring, delaying, slowing or doubling vi-
sion, users are able to experience 10 different 
levels of intoxication. The developer claims 
that this app may not be able to replicate 
higher levels of intoxication perfectly, but it 
still gives users what they consider a fun and 
unusual experience. Another remarkable VR 
app is Volvo Reality; it allows users to test 
drive a Volvo car from the comfort of their 
couch. This app is the first way that VR us-
ers are able to virtually drive a car. Google’s 
virtual reality device even simulates a roller 
coaster ride; six different coasters are available 
from the developer Frag including “Volcano 
Flythrough” and “Jurassic Coaster.” Other 
developers offer different coasters for users 
to download and use. 

Google Cardboard can be used for so 
much more than entertainment and adven-
tures. The device can also be used to play back 
content filmed by either the Google Camera 
app or the Jump Camera Rig. The Camera 
app allows users to take panoramic photos 
with their phone. Later, when the phone is 
placed in the Google Cardboard viewer, the 
photo can be viewed in 360 degrees. The 
Jump Camera Rig, costing $15,000, consists 
of sixteen cameras arranged in a circular pat-
tern to take perfect 3D photos and videos in 
high resolution.

Overall, the Google Cardboard app and 
device provides an exhilarating experience for 
users for the low price of $5. Whether users 
are climbing a mountain, experiencing “level 
10” intoxication or exploring photos in 3D, 
the Cardboard app enables viewers to do it in 
a new, interesting and affordable way.

Art by Zekiel Maloney

we are very happy with. Ultimately what 
we are hoping here is that this theoretical 
prediction of the orbit will trigger a hunt, an 
observational hunt for Planet Nine. That’s 
the goal.”

This is not the first time that we have 
inferred the existence of a planet by observ-
ing its gravitational effects. In 1846, French 
mathematician Urbain Le Verrier predicted 
the presence of a new giant planet based on 
abnormalities in Uranus’ orbit. Today, the 
scientific community widely accepts the 
existence of this planet, Neptune. Following 

suit, this new ninth planet may secure 
itself into our understanding of the solar 
system over the next hundred years.

Although astronomers are certain 
where to look for the new planet because of 
it largely elliptical orbit, it spends most of 
its time - and travels slowest - when it is 
farthest from the sun, making its lack of 
detection much more understandable. If 
the planet was at its closest to the sun, it 
would be moving much quicker and would 
brighten up, leading astronomers to find 

it very quickly. But with its current position, 
and even our most advanced telescopes, 
searching for the planet is estimated to take 
around five years.

Even though we cannot celebrate 
just yet, the existence of this planet is fairly 
certain, and we are likely to celebrate the 
return of a ninth planet in the near future. 
This discovery will not only return our solar 
system to its reminiscent nine-planet state, 
but also brings up new questions on what 
lies beyond Neptune in the Kuiper Belt, and 
if there are even more planets hiding in the 
extremities of our solar system.

Art by Zekiel Maloney

Art by Zekiel Maloney
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by Lenny Khazan & Matt Panzer
The start of the new year means 

that it is time for the annual Consumer 
Electronics Show. Every January, compa-
nies from around the world come to this 
Las Vegas event to show off their latest 
and greatest innovations in the world of 
technology; and this year has been no 
exception. The conference began in New 
York in 1967, but moved to Las Vegas 
towards the end of the 20th century. The 
event has been known to offer a glimpse 
into the future: self driving cars, smart 
robots, faster processors and more. Major 
technology news outlets attend in order to 
stay on the verge of innovation.

There were hundreds of amazing 
products on display, but some stood out 
from the rest. These included Oculus Rift, 
Faraday Future, the Segway Robot and the 
Chevy Bolt.

The long-awaited Oculus Rift made a 
splash at the event with the announcement 
of the final release date and price. The 
device will go on sale for $600 and will be 
shipping on March 28. The Oculus began 
as a Kickstarter project that quickly gained 
attention, raising more than nine times their 
funding goal during their campaign. Now, 
after years of further research and develop-
ment, Oculus is ready to release their virtual 
reality device to the public. The Oculus Rift 
has long been regarded as the leader of the 
virtual reality (VR) industry, and it will be 
one of the first commercial products to hit 
the market in the coming months.

Another surprise at the event was 
the announcement from the previously 
unknown company Faraday Future. The 
car manufacturer, which hopes to take 
on the likes of Tesla, announced their 
FFZERO1 high-performance electric car 

concept. While the car may never make 
it to market, the company’s entry into 
the electric vehicle market demonstrates 
a growing interest in the field in recent 
years. General Motors also announced the 
Chevy Bolt, a lower-cost electric car with 
a 200 mile range, one of the few affordable 
electric vehicles currently on the market. 
Tesla’s competing vehicle, the Model 3, 
will likely be unveiled next year.

The event was also full of cool knick 
knacks and gadgets like the “Segway 
Advanced Personal Robot.” Designed to 
demonstrate Intel’s new 
Real Sense environment-
mapping technology, the 
robot butler 

c a n 
r o l l 
around 
on its two 
wheels and 
answer the 
door; and its 
modular design 
means that new fea- t u r e s 
can be swapped in or out as needed.

Throughout the electronics show, 
there were a number of common trends 
pointing to anticipated changes in main-
stream technology. One such trend has 
been the move away from the classic 
3.5-millimeter headphone jack. As phones, 
tablets and laptops get slimmer, many 
headphone makers are betting that these 
devices will no longer come with a dedi-
cated audio port. Instead, audio companies 
will be using bluetooth, mini-USB or 
Lightning cables. Actually, the Lightning 

cable saw the most support from compa-
nies such as Philips and Audeze - both 
premium headphone manufacturers. This 
is certainly not the first time that Apple 
is expected to shake up the industry by 
dropping support for a particular hardware 
feature; for example, when the tech giant 
dropped support for floppy disks or when 
it switched from a 30-pin connector on its 
iPhones and iPads to the current Lightning 
port. Audio device makers are swiftly 
rolling with the punches and many have 
already started m a s s 

m a n u -
fact u r-
ing con-
verters.

The second big trend at the Con-
sumer Electronics Show was the increasing 
power and efficiency of laptops. One of the 
best examples of this was the Razer Blade 
Stealth ultrabook and its accompanying 
Razer Core GPU box. The biggest issue 
in the laptop industry has been the lack 
of high performance gaming machines. 
For many of today’s extremely demanding 
games, most laptops are simply not enough, 
especially for gamers looking for premium 
play experiences. As chip makers continue 
to make advances, we expect to continue to 
reap the benefits of faster laptops.

Hoverboards took CES by storm 
this year. Even though these handleless 
Segways neither hover above the ground 
nor resemble a skateboard or surfboard, 
the moniker “hoverboard” is here to 
stay. Competition was fierce between 
hoverboard manufacturers. For one small 
Chinese company making one-wheeled 
hoverboards, the week-long conference 
was cut short when Future Motion, a 
larger manufacturer, complained that the 
Chinese company was in violation of their 
patent. These kinds of conflicts are not 
uncommon at the Consumer Electronics 
Show, or any technology show in general.

Of course, these types of technol-
ogy shows are less about competition and 
more about gauging the change within the 
industry. At CES 2014, devices supporting 
Apple’s (then new) HomeKit system made 
their debut. While these devices did not 
steal the show, they were certainly pres-
ent. Google’s new smart home systems, 
Brillo and Weave, however, were not as 
prominent at this year’s conference. Even 
so, there are still a breadth of Brillo and 
Weave products including light bulbs, 
printers, speakers and even some door 
locks. Perhaps at next year’s Consumer 
Electronics Show there will be a greater 
showing of these devices.

Overall, CES 2016 focused heavily 
on automobiles. This demonstrates not 
just a surviving American car industry, 
but a thriving one. As companies of the 
likes of Tesla and Faraday Future con-
tinue to innovate and push the American 
automobile industry, we can expect even 
greater leaps to come down the road. 
Experts and tech consumers alike are 
excited for even more outstanding in-
novations at CES 2017.

CES REvEalS FutuRE oF tECh

haCkERS oR hERoS? FinE BRoS Flop
by Matt Panzer & Sulan Pathiranage

YouTube is the largest (and fastest 
growing) collection of videos in human his-
tory. According to sources, over one hour 
worth of video is uploaded to the site every 
second. That amounts to a decade worth of 
video uploaded each day. This popularity is 
not without huge copyright disputes and the 
occassionally disgruntled YouTuber.

The Fine Bros Entertainment, run by 
brothers Rafi and Benny Fine, is an extremely 
well-known YouTube channel with nearly 14 
million subscribers. The brothers are best 
recognized for their reac-
tion clips, where they ask 
people questions about 
an Internet trend, product 
or video; among these 
popular clips are “Elders 
React” and “Kids React.”

On Tuesday Jan. 
26, 2016, the Fine Bros an-
nounced their plan to license out their show 
format in a move they called “React World.” 
The two claimed that this new platform would 
protect their original shows while helping 
others do the same in a legal way. 

“This is not only a huge step for our 
company but for the entire global media 
industry,” Rafi Fine said in the original an-
nouncement video.

However, their grand plan was met 
with harsh criticism. First of all, the brothers 
had filed a trademark for content using the 
“react” title or format. Many other YouTubers 
expressed their horror; with this trademark, 
the Fine Bros could order YouTube to remove 
any video falling under its seemingly wide 
umbrella. Making matters worse, the line 

was blurred between what fell under their 
intellectual property and what did not. This 
was a large concern to smaller channels, as 
the Fine Bros have been known to use their 
close partnership with YouTube to unfairly 
remove competitors’ videos.

In addition, Fine Bros claimed that 
they would be owed a portion of the revenue 
from videos licensing their format.

Hatred continued to grow when the 
Fine Bros posted a video entitled “Update” 
hours after the backlash. They went into more 

detail about the implications 
of their proposed system 
and answered some of the 
most critical questions. 
The brothers apologized 
but insisted that their li-
censing deal was intended 
to improve the quality 

of content on YouTube. 
Unfortunately, the video was 

seen as insincere since the YouTube stars 
were clearly reading off of a script.

Following their failed announcement, 
these videos received massive amounts of 
dislikes, and, more importantly, the channel 
lost almost 400,000 subscribers over just 
three days.

In an attempt to amend their mistake, 
the Fine Bros retracted their trademarks. 
While this appeased many who had their 
videos held by the claims, there is still a 
strong foul taste in the mouths of some of 
the biggest YouTube stars. The Youtube 
community revolves around creator freedom 
to create enjoyable content for their viewers, 
but the Fine Bros’ copyright does not allow 
for much freedom.

by Max Kelstein
Would it surprise you to know that, 

once upon a time, Steve Jobs and Mark 
Zuckerberg did not always use their com-
puter proficiency for the good of mankind? 
While attending Harvard University, Mark 
Zuckerberg hacked into the school’s system 
to acquire photos of his fellow students and 
created a site called “Facesmash” to rate the 
school’s students.

“The word ‘hacker’ has an unfairly neg-
ative connotation from being portrayed in the 
media as people who break into computers,” 
Mark Zuckerberg said in defense of his ac-
tions. “In reality, hacking just means 
building something quickly or test-
ing the boundaries of what can 
be done. Like most things, 
it can be used for good or 
bad, but the vast majority of 
hackers I’ve met tend to be 
idealistic people who want 
to have a positive impact on 
the world.”

In 1972, before the creation of Apple, 
Steve Jobs and his partner Steve Wozniak 
hacked AT&T’s telephone system. They cre-
ated a “blue box,” a device capable of making 
long distance phone calls for free by producing 
tones used to switch long distance calls. Jobs 
and Wozniak made these devices difficult to 
trace and then sold them for a profit.

“Experiences like that taught us the 
power of ideas. The power of understanding 
that if you could build this box, you could 
control hundreds of billions of dollars around 
the world, that’s a powerful thing. If we hadn’t 
have made blue boxes, there would’ve been 
no Apple,” the duo said.

Although Zuckerberg and Jobs are 
now known and remembered as “white hat” 
hackers, they are part of a bigger culture in 
the computer world. “Black hat” hackers 
have infiltrated, stolen, deleted and tampered 
with whatever they can get their hands on, 
according to security experts. There was the 
infamous hacking of Sony Playstation and 
Microsoft Xbox last Christmas by the Lizard 
Squad, during which many gamers were 
forced offline. The group Anonymous is a 
prominent group of activists who hack indi-
viduals and groups that they deem enemies. 
They proceed to flaunt their attacks on media 

networks. These kinds of groups 
are often referred to as “hack-
tivists” because they execute 

their political agendas via 
cyber attacks. Recently, 
the group Anonymous 
hacked the computers 
belonging to the City of 
Ferguson in Missouri 

and released personal 
information about the police officers in the 
city. This act resulted in many violent threats 
against police officers. 

People should have a vested personal 
responsibility to safeguard themselves with 
the proper security to prevent hackers from 
infiltrating their computers. Updating com-
puters, implementing firewalls, downloading 
antivirus software, resetting router pass-
words or simply changing passwords often 
can repel hackers. Teens especially, who are 
often on their phones or computers, should 
always safeguard these personal devices. Do 
not lose yourself in your own matrix - protect 
yourself from prying hackers.

Art by Aimee Ding
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Eu’ReadySeen It? Not Like This.Eurydice Was a Must See!

by Jackie Mazzeo
The classic Greek legend of Orpheus 

and Eurydice was brought back to life 
in a Little Theater production of the play 
Eurydice on Feb. 3, 4 and 6. With each 
performance, the star students of Hewlett 
High School’s Little Theater, Liza Isayeva 
’17, Craig Sippin ’17 and Calvin Ghanoo 
’16, presented a compelling love story 
with snatches of humor that left their au-
diences in chills. Additional students on 
stage, Abby Lamdan ’17, Bashel Lubarsky 
’16, Sydney Gates ’16, Sophie Abitbol ’18, 
Chris Rivera ’17, Sofia Barone ’18, Jessica 
Segarra ’18 and Natalie Piperno ’18, sold 
the show with their amazing talent and 
convincing acting. 

Since early December, when the cast 
was chosen, all of the students have worked 
tirelessly to make the show a success. All 
stuidents involved worked during daily 
after-school and weekend rehearsals to 
perfect the many elements of the play, from 
props and choreography to sounds effects, 
lights and script.

“Eurydice” began with a focus on 
Orpheus and Eurydice, a young couple 
madly in love and ready to take on mar-
riage. Orpheus is a talented musician 
who always has music on his mind, while 
Eurydice is an interesting girl focused on 
her intellect. The relationship between the 
couple seems electric, and is revealed as so 
within the first few minutes of scene one. 
Following a romantic engagement scene, 
Eurydice enters the stage in a white dress 
and Orpheus in a suit. The couple dances 
and laughs, seemingly themselves. 

In a later scene, Eurydice meets an 
unusual woman, known as ‘The Nasty, 
Interesting Woman,’ played by Abitbol. 
In a scheme to get to know Eurydice, the 
woman offers her an invitation to her top-
floored room, promising to give the young 
girl a letter she found signed by Eurydice’s 
deceased father. It is in this scene that Eu-
rydice falls to her death and is brought to the 
Underworld. Her death is identified when 
cast members Rivera, Barone, Segarra and 
Piperno carry her above their heads. These 
cast members are known as the ‘koken:’ a 
traditional Japanese theatrical device that 
created “stage magic.”

In the Underworld, Eurydice is greet-
ed by the ‘three stones:’ Gates, Lubarsky, 

and Lamdan. Eurydice no longer remem-
bers who she is and is taught the rules of 
the Underworld by the stones; there is no 
crying, no sleeping and no such notion as 
a ‘father.’ Despite this rule, being in the 
Underworld allows Eurydice to come in 
contact with her father, though she does 
not recognize him. She instead refers to 
him as “train-porter” when he escorts her 
to her train. Eurydice’s father, a dead person 
who remembers his life on earth and how to 
read and write, is a special case among the 
people of the Underworld. Eventually, he 
jogs his daughter’s memory and teaches her 
how to ‘be alive’ in the world of the dead.

The play tells the tale of the separa-
tion of true love while also including the 
reunion of father and daughter. The affin-
ity between father and daughter becomes 
apparent within the Underworld scenes of 
the play and is extremely heartwarming. 
Consisting of many twists and unsus-
pected decisions, “Eurydice” excited audi-
ences whose mouths gaped open and arms 
clenched their seats.

“The show is very unique in almost 
every aspect. The small details are what 
really makes it,” Samantha Walter ’16, one 
of the Student Production Interns, said. 
“The cast is extremely talented and they 
all worked so hard to put on such great and 
different kind of performance.”

On each day that Eurydice spends 
away from her lover Orpheus, the young 
boy plays such sad music that it can even be 
heard from Underworld. The rest of the play 
shifts back and forth to the lives of charac-
ters in two worlds: Eurydice and her father’s 
life in the Underworld and Orpheus’ life 
of mourning and searching for his wife in 
the real world. Part of Orpheus’ struggle in 
the real world is his strife to discover the 
tune that will get him into the Underworld, 
where he can be reunited with his love. Af-
ter much failure, Orpheus finally succeeded 
in reaching the Underworld. 

Upon arrival, Orpheus meets with 
the young Lord of the Underworld, played 
by Luis Navarro ’17. After 
much discussion, they reach 
an agreement: Eurydice 
will follow Orpheus on his 
path out of the Underworld, 
however Orpheus cannot 
look back to check if she 

is there; he must have trust in the Lord of 
the Underworld. Unfortunately, this event 
does not go as planned, as Eurydice returns 
back to the Underworld to remain with her 
father instead of following Orpheus. When 
she returns to the Underworld, she finds that 
her father has ‘dipped himself in the river,’ 
meaning that he has stripped himself of all 
his abilities and only lays silent, no longer 
able to hear or see or move. The sight of her 
father in this state guides Eurydice to also 
dip herself in the river.

The audience watched with sad eyes 
at the two characters laying motionless 
in the river. Then, to add the somber feel 
in the room, Orpheus is brought into the 
Underworld as a deceased individual. The 
final scene shows a still father and daughter 
in front of a lost, confused and amnesic 
Orpheus. The young boy is left to fend for 
himself in the Underworld, without anyone 
to teach him the ways of acting alive in the 
place of the dead. The play closes with an 
emotional ending where the vehement love 
of Orpheus and Eurydice is not reunited.

The cast, narration, storyline, props, 
sound, lighting and energy brought to the 
stage created an outstanding outcome. The 
intricate sound and lighting, done by Has-
eena Lamousnery ’17 , Rachelle Mizrachi 
’17 and Stage Manager, Katie Giron ’17, 
gave the production an authentic feel; the 
red spotlights and haunting voice play backs 
added a spooky feel to the Underworld. The 
narration of the Underworld was done by 
the ‘three stones,’ whose coinciding and 
thrilling voices added depth to the haunting 
scenes and kept the audience on the edges 
of their seats.

The starring actors, Orpheus and 
Eurydice, acted with undeniable 

conviction. The connection and 
energy between them could be 

felt in the audience. As for 
the rest of the cast, their 

incredible fervor 
and genuine en-

thusiasm for 
acting could 

b e  s e e n 
through-

out the 
p r o -

duction. 
“Working in the theatre company 

really becomes more like working with 
family because we get to spend so much 
time together and often we’re even forced 
to become more comfortable with one 
another,” Isayeva said. “I think Eurydice 
is a beautiful and highly stylized show 
with a very moving story. Watching and 
feeling it come to life was incredible. [The 
show] forced me to find certain things 
within myself that I didn’t really know 
we’re there. It was very eye opening and 
very rewarding.”

Though only lasting one and a half 
hours, “Eurydice” is the final product of 
many hours spent by the cast, crew and 
faculty working to achieve and perfect 
something that would bring joy and 
excitement to others. Unfortunately, the 
third showing of “Eurydice,” scheduled 
for Friday, Feb. 5, was cancelled because 
of the snow day. Nevertheless, the three 
shows put on by the cast were commend-
able. It is of considerable difficulty to put 
on the production of “Eurydice” without 
leaving the audience confused, but the cast 
of the Little Theatre managed to succeed, 
and even left the crowd wanting more.

“Working on Eurydice has been an 
absolute pleasure,” Ghanoo said. “As a 
senior, this will be one of my last produc-
tions to be a part of, and I am so glad that 
I got to be a part of this one particular.”

Theatre is a class that students take 
not just to learn acting skills, but for an 
opportunity to grow. They are given the 
chance to expand their horizons and de-
velop confidence.

“Theater is transformative,” Dawn 
DeMaio, Hewlett’s theatre teacher, said. 
“[Students’] confidence in other areas 
grows as well and certainly you see a big 
growth in their interpersonal, leadership 
and communications skills.”

And of course, the production could 
not have went out without the involvement 
of faculty members Matthew Csorba, 
Martin Kilkenny and Eileen Gabel.

Moreover, all of the hard work and 
effort of those involved in production of 
“Eurydice” truly paid off; the Hewlett 
Theatre Company created a production 
filled with emotion, vivacity and authen-
ticity that its audience loved. 

Layout contributions by 
Maya Tipiere and Ajwad Chowdhury
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Jordana Goldenberg and Karlie Stolls
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by Janna Bickoff and Leila Xu 
Hewlett High School students join 

extracurricular clubs for various reasons, 
from fulfilling personal interests to adding 
onto their college resumes. However, many 
students may not realize how clubs help build 
life skills such as teamwork.

On Jan. 16, the three FIRST Tech Chal-
lenge (FTC) teams of the Hewlett Robotics 
Club, advised by Hewlett Elementary School 
teacher Janine Torresson and HHS business 
teacher Robert Machado, competed in a 
qualifier competition at Francis Lewis High 
School in Queens. As a result of hard work 
and excellent presentations that impressed 
judges, all three teams - Innovo, Roboboogie 
and Bionica - won awards.

The Hewlett Robotics Club spent two 
months preparing for its first competition. 
Throughout the process of building the ro-
bot, the teams recorded all of their actions 
in an Engineering Notebook. Notes were 
coupled with various graphs and pictures that 
demonstrate all the struggles, failures and 
successes during the season. Not only did 
this exercise help the team members reflect 
on their progress and work throughout the 
whole preparation process, but it also served 
as material for evaluation. Judges assess the 
notebooks at competitions, and teams with 
the most elaborate and creative notebook 
often qualify for awards.

“[The Engineering Notebook] was 
progressively done as we went through the 
process of building the robot, documenting 
the story of the robot from its beginnings 
to where it is today,” Arik Slepyan ’16, an 
engineer on Roboboogie, said. “It talks about 
why we chose the designs we did and how 
our robot came together.”

Each member of each team contributed 
to the robot, whether by designing, program-
ming or building. Late nights and weekends 

were spent in Hewlett High School in order 
to successfully create all three robots.

“Working with a team has its ups and 
downs,” Ben Kaplan ’17, Vice President of 
the Robotics Club and lead engineer of In-
novo, said. “This year we had a record num-
ber of people. This made it especially tough, 
because there’s only so much to do at once. 
You can’t have 10 plus people working on the 
robot  a t 
once, even 
5 people 
i s  d i ff i -
cult. But 
of course, 
it  is not 
all hard. 
We work 
as a team 
to  com-
plete the 
task. We 
manda te 
responsibilities accordingly to complete the 
bot, and in the end we have fun. We order 
food, mess around, etc. Like I said, it is stress-
ful sometimes, but other times it really is 
great. With every step forward, we found new 
obstacles. We had to put in months of sweat 
and hard work to get where we are now.”

On the day of the competition, despite 
having to catch an early 6:45 a.m. bus, all 
three teams were ecstatic to compete at the 
competition. The members of each team 
showed off their black t-shirts with bright 
logos: Innovo with yellow, Bionca with 
purple and Roboboogie with pink.

“It was great to meet so many people 
from so many different teams,” Brian Katz 
’18, a member of Roboboogie, said. “I loved 
to discuss with the other teams about their 
robots, and I had a chance to meet a lot of 
other great people from different schools.”

Each team’s robot competed in five or 
six matches with a randomly selected alliance 
partner against two other robots. Robots could 
score points by climbing up a ramp, dropping 
blocks or balls into containers or hanging 
from a high bar. During the first 30 seconds, 
the robot moves autonomously, based on 
pre-programmed instructions; afterward, for 
the final two minutes of the match, students 

c o n t r o l 
the robot 
manually 
with game 
controllers. 
Despite the 
importance 
of  t hese 
two and a 
half min-
utes,  the 
compet i -
tion entails 
more than 

the tournament; at the end of the day, judges 
also award teams with the best presentations, 
overall spirit, engineering notebook, robot 
uniqueness and community outreach.

Bionica, Hewlett’s all-girls team, won 
the Connect Award. This award is presented 
to the team that demonstrates respect and 
professionalism towards their peers on the 
day of the challenge and successfully presents 
a clear connection to the STEM community 
through their work. Some notable efforts of 
Bionica’s outreach include volunteering at 
the district’s STEAM Nights, attending the 
Maker Faire in New York City and supporting 
organizations that encourage girls in STEM.

“I was really happy and proud of our 
team, all the hard work really paid off,” 
Rachel Keltz ’17, a website designer and 
member of Bionica’s business team, said. “It 
felt amazing seeing all the teams get awards, 

as everyone truly deserved them.”
Additionally, Innovo received the Mo-

tivate Award for clearly illustrating teamwork 
and enthusiasm and encouraging others to 
have the same spirit. They credit their win to 
the team’s presentation, where they genuinely 
expressed their passion for the program.

The judges presented Roboboogie the 
Think Award for using creative thinking to 
solve the challenges they faced during the 
journey to build the robot. Roboboogie’s 
coherent documentation of their challenges 
and solutions in their Engineering Notebook 
was a crucial component to their receiving the 
Think Award. Roboboogie also received the 
2nd place Inspire Award for emulating the 
mission of FIRST and being a role model 
for other teams. The FTC program refers 
to the recipients of this award as those who 
“truly embodied the challenge.” With this 
award, Roboboogie qualified to enter the 
regional competition to compete against the 
best teams throughout Long Island and New 
York City on Feb. 28 at Townsend Harris 
High School in Queens.

The three teams had the opportunity 
to participate in a second qualifier on Satur-
day, Feb. 6 at It Takes a Village Academy in 
East Flatbush, Brooklyn, giving Innovo and 
Bionica another chance to advance to the 
regional competition, and Innovo succesfully 
qualified for the regional round with their 1st 
place Inspire Award win.

The collaboration, teamwork and 
motivation seen throughout the months 
preparing for the FIRST Tech Challenge has 
brought great success to each of the teams, 
whether it is by winning prestigious awards 
or continuing on to the next round of the 
competition. The team members will always 
remember moments like finally solving a 
problem, and will continue to apply their 
acquired skills in the future.

Are You up for the (fIrSt tech) chAllenge?

by Janna Bickoff and Shelby Love
Imagine walking into a room of 

judges, suit and tie, ready to present with 
teammates on a topic given just 10 min-
utes before. Sounds pretty nerve-racking, 
right? Each DECA member experienced 
this situation at the regional competition 
on Jan. 6 at Freeport High School. DECA 
is a business club specifically designed 
to prepare high school students for real-
world career applications in business 
management and administration, finance, 
entrepreneurship, hospitality, tourism 
and marketing.

DECA allows students to practice 
communication and leadership skills 
such as project management and goal 
setting. Students are required to take a 
written component and an interactive 
component with a professional serving 
as a judge. These competitive events 
contribute to preparing students for the 
world once they graduate.

One example of the various com-
petitive events that were offered at the 
regional competition was Hospitality 
Services Team Decision Making, which 
falls under the Hospitality branch. Hos-
pitality Services include marketing and 
management functions that can be used in 
hotels, as well as food and beverage ser-
vices. Erin Schechter ’17 and Samantha 
Stern ’17 competed in this event and are 
now preparing for the state competition 
in Rochester this March. For this specific 
event, the competitors were given a sce-
nario concerning marketing issues within 
a hotel. The competitors then had to pres-
ent their solutions to the given issues to 

a panel of judges, who were playing the 
role of bosses in the hotel.

A variety of students with all dif-
ferent levels of experience participated 
in the competition. Those who competed 
enjoyed their experience and embraced 
the opportunity to further develop their 
business skills. Winnie Xu ’18, a first-
year DECA member, inherited a new 
passion for the club.

“I thought it was an incredible ex-
perience,” Xu said. “It taught me how to 
effectively 
c o m m u -
nica te  my 
thoughts in 
a corporate 
setting, and 
think under 
pressure.”

O t h -
e r  D E C A 
m e m b e r s 
also viewed 
the compe-
tition to be 
an enlight-
ening experience.

“I learned about working under 
time constraints and about what to ex-
pect when entering the business world,” 
Eliana Berger ’18 said.

Overall, students viewed the com-
petition as a learning experience where 
they could expand speaking skills and 
grow as academic leaders. 

Among the students that competed 
on Jan. 6, 13 students qualified to con-
tinue competing at the state competition 

in March: Munij Adnan ’19, Zachary 
Bespechny ’17, Elliot Breslav ’17, Syd-
ney Corda ’16, Brendan Gilman ’17, 
Max Greenberg ’16, Adam Jablon ’17, 
Brandon Kaminker ’17, Shirley Leshem 
’19, Lindsey Reiter ’16, Erin Schechter 
’17, Ben Simens ’18, Emily Simens ’16 
and Samantha Stern ’17.

Meanwhile, the Virtual Enterprise 
class participated in the Long Island 
Trade Show and Business Plan Compe-
tition at SUNY Farmingdale on Jan. 15. 

The day was 
a success, as 
ROC Securi-
ty, Hewlett’s 
Vir tual  En -
terprise busi-
n e s s ,  w o n 
1st Place in 
S a l e s ,  1 s t 
Place Com-
mercial, 1st 
Place in Ad-
ver t isement 
and 2nd Place 
in Most En-

thusiastic Booth. Additionally, the team’s 
business plan presentation was in the top 
seven on Long Island, which enabled the 
team to qualify for the Long Island Semi-
Final Business Competition on Feb. 24.

Virtual Enterprise, taught by Ron-
ald Remick and offered to upperclass-
men, is where students create a simulated 
business and fill specific roles typical 
of businesses. Students work together 
for two periods each day to make their 
business thrive. Each role is extremely 

vital in order to have a successful year. 
For 2015-2016, ROC Security’s heads 
include CEO Evelyn Gitsen ’16, CFO 
Steven Gitsen ’16, COO Amanda Shanab 
’16, CMO Max Greenberg ’16 and CTO 
Emily Simens ’16.

“My responsibilities included 
making the slideshow, writing a speech 
and editing the written business plan,” 
Simens said. “I like being in VE because 
we’re taking the skills that we have been 
learning in business class throughout the 
years and using them in a real setting. We 
also have a lot of fun in the classroom 
and going to trade shows.”

Preparing for the competition was 
no breeze. Over the course of several 
months, however, ROC Security has 
made great progress, as shown by their 
prestigious awards.

“The team is progressing very well. 
We are all learning how to work together 
and build a business from the ground 
up,” Evelyn Gitsen said. “It’s sometimes 
difficult with so many different opinions 
and personalities but we are always able 
to talk it out and come to an agreement. 
My most valuable experience was learn-
ing how to all work together, take charge 
when necessary stay back and let others 
take charge when necessary.”

The achievements of DECA and 
Virtual Enterprise’s ROC Security Team 
illustrate the importance of teamwork 
and ambition within a classroom and 
club. These accomplishments and what 
was learned from the two competitions 
will likely be remembered and applied 
for future years to come.

BuSIneSS AS uSuAl At DecA AnD VIrtuAl enterprISe

Photo Contributions by Bob Machado

Photo contributions by Bionica
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Discover the spirit of Mrs. cornell’s class

reDesigneD anD revaMpeD: new college attire
by Lindsay Cohn

During the fall semester at many 
colleges across the country, Saturdays 
always consist of football. However, 
traditions have evolved, and students 
no longer attend game celebrations in 
a college t-shirt or sweatshirt from the 
bookstore. Nowadays, students greet 
each football game with a whole new 
definition of spirit and soul. Students 
are commonly decked out in school 
spirit from head to toe.

Game day attire, commonly called 
“tailgating spirit,” is worn by students 
to show off their school colors in a way 
that is both fashionable and completely 
accessor ized. Over the last several 
years, these game day outfits have sky-
rocketed in creativity at both small and 
large schools. School comradery is not 
solely defined by students yelling in the 
stadium during the game; it comes from 
what the students are wearing as well.

For a “do it yourself” (DIY) outfit, 
some students take a typical school t-
shirt and with a few snips, cuts and sews 
create a masterpiece that fits their own 
individual style. Typical  t-shirt trans-
formations include crop tops, dresses, 
creative back cutouts and even replac-
ing areas with college colored plaid or 
patterned fabric.

On other occasions, girls revert to 
their childhood days by wearing huge 
bows in their hair, pom-pom adorned 
hats, chunky beaded necklaces and 
funky dangling earrings. Students are 
proud to uniquely show their spirit, even 
at colleges with cold climates. Cus-
tomized accessories including gloves, 

headbands, hats and scarves are stylish 
with a purpose.

According to sneaker line Skicks, 
the top six college gameday at t i re 
trends are body paint, sneakers, bibs, 
cowboy boots, suits and trendy clothes. 
Body paint is most commonly seen at 
Auburn University, Clemson University 
and the University of Florida. 

Sneakers are also common be-
cause comfort is important for 
college students. Current-
ly,  Conver se  and Vans 
designed in school colors 
along with various artist 
render ings of  themes 
associated with a par-
ticular university are 
commonly worn dur-
ing games. These col-
orful shoes are popular 
at  the Universit y of 
Michigan, University 
of Miami and Syracuse 
University.

Bibs have also be-
come fashionable for 
ga me d ay  a t t i r e  a nd 
are becoming staples 
in st udents’ ward-
robes. Bibs are one-
piece jumpsuits in any c o l o r 
combination that covers the fans 
from head to toe in spirit. 

Cowboy boots are typically 
incorporated into game day attire, es-
pecially in southern schools. Girls often 
match cowboy boots with a sundress of 
their respective school colors. On the 
other hand, boys sometimes wear suits 

on game days, usually coordinating the 
colors of the suit, tie or vest. Seeing 
suits on game day is common at Stan-
ford University and the University of 
Mississippi. This attire is usually spe-
cific to graduate students for fraterni-
ties on special occasions.          

This popularity of game day attire 
has been the driving force behind many 
young students’ entrepreneurial aspira-
tions. Alumna of Hewlett, Carley Lev-
i t z ’14 created Cutsbycarley to 

sel l  customized cloth ing 
and accessories. Levitz’s 
products include simple 

t-shirts, sweatshirts and 
f lannels that she adorns 
with assor ted college 
logo patches or “cuts”. 
Levitz was inspired to 
create these trendy ap-

parel pieces when looking 
through popular pages on 
Instagram where spiritwear 
creations are showcased. 

“Most students f ind 
Cutsbycarley on Instagram 
and reach out to me by the 
email I list on my page,” 
Levitz said. “Students at 
the University of Miami 
usually hear about what I 

do because they see my 
friends and me wearing 
the things I make.”

Tulane University student Corey 
Bloomberg is another popular distribu-
tor of game day clothes. Bloomberg is 
the creator of Corey Paige Design Inc. 
which sells items such as pillows, leg-

gings, shirts, bags and stickers with 
Bloomberg’s unique designs. Her de-
signs are initially drawn by hand, and 
then printed on her products. 

“Although I love the creativity 
involved in my company, my favorite 
aspect is the spirit,” Bloomberg said. 
“No matter if at a tailgate, visiting day, a 
pep rally or elsewhere, I pride my busi-
ness on making others happy.” 

While these products a re not 
cheap, they are certainly special. 

“T-shirts are generally $25, while 
sweatshirts and f lannels are usually 
around $50 depending on how much the 
materials end up costing,” Levitz said. 
“That’s the hardest part about creating 
the sweatshirts and f lannels: keeping 
the cost of purchasing the items to a 
minimum while still providing custom-
ers with an excellent quality item that 
they will love and show off to their 
friends.” 

Local retailer The Pampered Pro-
fessional of Hewlett carries products 
from Corey Paige Designs in addition 
to creating its own items on the prem-
ises such as scarves, hats, f lip-f lops, 
pajamas, blankets, Fly Grips, cups and 
travel bags. In addition, Just Beautiful 
Boutique of Williston Park carries many 
apparel items that can be ordered for 
any college upon request.

There is no doubt that when com-
mitting to college, seniors feel that 
purchasing school spirit apparel is one 
of the first things to consider. Modern 
versions of tailgating attire are just 
beginning to evolve, and will definitely 
be innovated further.

by Janna Bickoff
At 7:26 a.m., the second bell rings 

as many Hewlett High School students 
take their seats in their first period class-
es. After these 41 minutes, the rest of the 
day may include core classes, electives 
and perhaps a free or two. By 2:56 p.m., 
the final bell rings, and students who 
have class 10th period end their school 
day by going to an extracurricular activ-
ity, hanging out with friends or simply 
going home. However, perhaps unknown 
to many, not every student follows this 
sequence of events. Anne Cornell’s class 
follows a unique schedule.

Cornell’s class teaches basic life 
skills to special needs students up until 
age 21. Created four years ago, this pro-
gram aims to help students improve their 
communication, social and academic 
skills. The class is taught by Cornell 
with the help of occupational therapists, 
physical therapists and aids Dian Corea, 
Lydia Cozza and Mary Costanza.

The class takes place in a bright, 
colorful room containing clean grey 
desks, a small kitchen with a table and 
red couches and chairs, creating an 
overall positive atmosphere.

Within the classroom, students are 
given a structured, predictable schedule 
that caters to each student’s individual 
needs. The class focuses on daily ac-
tivities, such as cooking simple foods 
like frozen waff les, setting the table, 
handling money and reading the weather 
charts and menus.

In order to improve social skills, 
the teachers ask the students light, 
gentle questions, including questions 

about what activities they did. Some-
times, Bulldog Buddies, a Hewlett High 
School club, also comes to interact with 
the students.

“All of their activities are indi-
vidually tailored to them,” Cornell 
said. “Typically challenging of this 
population is to f ind things that are 
meaningful to the students.”

Besides learning in the classroom, 
Cornell’s class learns necessary skills 
throughout the school. For example, 
the students 
help  o t he r 
t e a c h e r s 
m a ke  c of-
fe e ,  s t o ck 
u p  o n 
s n a c k s  i n 
t h e  c a f -
e t e r ia  a nd 
s h r e d  p a -
pers.

C o r -
nell’s class even attends specialized 
physical education classes, taught by 
teacher Abby Samlin. Students who 
have physical education the same pe-
riod, including Emily Krull ’17, Nicole 
Greenberg ’17, Harrison Poutre ’17, 
Myra Hyppolite ’16 and Erin Schechter 
’17, are able to help Cornell’s class en-
joy the experience. They all participate 
in different activities, such as bowling 
and interactive dances.

“It’s a good experience to help kids 
accomplish activities that they need as-
sistance to complete,” Krull said. “It’s 
my favorite period of the day because it’s 
such a bright and colorful atmosphere 

with upbeat music always playing. Be-
ing able to interact with these kids has 
impacted my high school experience 
greatly.”

  The class also attends art classes 
within the high school, taught by De-
idre Chambers. The students are able 
to work with a variety of materials and 
create intricate artwork while learning 
different skills.

“[The ar t class is] awesome,” 
Chambers said. “They are really spe-

c i a l  k i d s . 
We change 
all the time. 
We  p a i n t , 
do ceramics 
a n d  c r a f t 
things.”

M r s . 
C o r n e l l ’ s 
cla ss  does 
not just stay 
in Hewlet t 

High School; in fact, the class rides a 
school bus to outside activities. Students 
often attend a music therapy class at 
Molloy College in Rockville Centre. 
One of the few unstructured parts of the 
students’ schedule, music therapy helps 
enhance communication skills, such as 
taking turns.

Students in Cornell’s class even 
have formal jobs at stores, including 
Annie Sez, Party City, The Gap, Rock 
Gym, Best Buy, Foodtown and Petco. 
These jobs are allocated through South 
Oaks Hospital in Amityville and are 
specifically selected for each child’s 
needs. Depending on the age of the 

student, the jobs make up two to four 
periods of the school day.

The students who do not partici-
pate in the job exploration program use 
the copy machines, help the office stuff 
envelopes and put away books in the 
library, among other things. In the past, 
the students also helped make posters 
for the business department.

Although Cor nel l’s  class has 
numerous activities already built into 
their schedule, special events are also 
scat tered throughout the year. The 
Snow Dance in December allows Cor-
nell’s class to have fun with others from 
Hewlett High School and students in 
similar programs from different high 
schools on Long Island. In addition, 
these students in similar programs at-
tend a field day with Cornell’s class.

No matter what the activity is, 
Cornell’s class is truly full of spirit 
and optimism. When asking the stu-
dents about their favorite activity of 
the school day, jubilant responses were 
immediately given. Favorite activi-
ties include gym class, music therapy, 
shredding papers, being with teachers 
and basketball.

Overall, it can be a true honor 
to be part of the family that Cornell’s 
class forms.

 “The kids are lovable and sweet 
because of their innocence and apprecia-
tion when you help them,” Cornell said 
with agreement from her colleagues. 
“Some have been with us for four years 
and when you think of how far they 
came, it’s great. It’s not about report 
cards, it’s about how they enjoy.”

Art by Zekiel Maloney

SPECTRUM/Karlie Stolls



SPECTRUM 17EntertainmentFriday, February 12, 2016

by Remi Golden 
“From ‘This American Life’ and 

WBEZ Chicago, it’s ‘Serial,’ one story 
told week by week, I’m Sarah Koenig.” 
This retro line is the opening from the up 
and coming hit podcast “Serial.”

“Serial,” a weekly podcast, unravels 
and dissects the stories of true, unsolved 
cases piece by piece. In the show’s first 
season, narrator Sarah Koenig focused 
on the real-life murder case of Hae Min 
Lee, and the questionable conviction of 
her accused murderer Adnan Syed. The 
second season takes on the highly debated 
story of American prisoner of war Bowe 
Bergdahl. In each season, Koenig pro-
vides an in-depth analysis of each story, 
presenting the facts of the cases to the 
listener. She does not hide a single detail; 
listeners are exposed to shocking court 
testimonies, police questionings, phone 
calls from prison and even interviews with 
the Taliban. Koenig’s quirky and honest 
discourse allows listeners to feel like part 
of the investigation and keeps them on the 
edge of their seats.

The irresistible nature of “Serial” 
has drawn millions of conventional TV 
watchers from positions in front of a screen 
to listening to the more historical form 
of entertainment with headphones. The 
podcast’s almost instant fame has gained 
it the title of “the most popular podcast of 
all time.” The popularity of “Serial” has 
brought a revival to the world of podcasts, 
a form of entertainment that had been 
slowly fading out. Not only has “Serial” 
had an average of 1.26 million downloads 
per episode, it has also gained an immense 
community of devoted fans. Listeners are 

creating simultaneous investigations of 
their own that they share on social media, 
and some have even gone so far as to pro-
duce their own reactionary podcasts about 
“Serial.” Even more, “Serial” has captured 
the attention of famous celebrities; some 
of the show’s biggest fans include celebri-
ties such as actor Adam Scott and “House 
of Cards” creator Beau Willimon, who 
promoted the show on Twitter.

The success of “Serial” began 
with its extremely addicting first sea-
son. Season One investigates 
the more than 15-year-old 
murder trial of Syed, a 
high school student 
accused of murdering 
his girlfriend, Lee. 
The case made by 
prosecutors against 
Syed was largely 
circumstantial and 
there were many dis-
crepancies among the 
bodies of evidence. Koenig 
takes readers back in time 
in her investigation: she 
retraces Syed’s day of the 
murder, plays police interrogations, calls 
up key witnesses and even evaluates the 
capability of Syed’s defense attorney, 
Christina Gutierrez. Additionally, she 
takes listeners through the investigation 
honestly, sharing every doubt and fear, 
explaining what each piece of evidence 
means and how it looks for Adnan Syed’s 
case. Listeners hear Syed’s perspective 
through Koenig’s phone calls with him in 
prison, in which he shares his memories 
of that day.

Koenig’s work on Syed’s case has 
brought attention to the failure of Guti-
errez to use Asia McClain as an alibi 
witness. McClain made an effort during 
Syed’s initial hearing to explain that she 
had seen Syed in person during a portion 
of the time in question for the murder. The 
testimony of McClain and recognition of 
Gutierrez as ineffective has led to Syed 
being granted a hearing to determine if 
he will be retried. Syed’s hearing began 

on Feb. 3 2016, and Koenig keeps 
her listeners up to date on 

the events of the hearing 
with short mini-epi-
sodes of the podcast 
released daily.

Season Two of 
“Serial” is also being 
released now. How-
ever, Koenig had to 

change to a bi-weekly 
structure in order to ef-

fectively address the high 
volume of information about 

the case. Season Two centers 
on Sergeant Bowe Bergdahl, the 

U.S. soldier who was held prisoner 
by the Taliban for over five years, the 
longest time that any U.S. citizen has been 
held captive by the Taliban. Bergdahl’s 
case is highly controversial primarily 
because after he was brought back from 
the Taliban, he was accused of being a 
traitor. Bergdahl’s traitor accusation began 
when he left his post in Afghanistan in 
order to create a DUSTWUN, a military 
signal meaning “Duty Status Whereabouts 
Unknown.” This signal was Bergdahl’s 
method of bringing attention to the inept 

leadership in his unit. Bergdahl’s motives 
for abandoning his unit right before he was 
captured by the Taliban have been called 
into question. Bergdahl’s case grew even 
more controversial when President Barack 
Obama traded five Taliban leaders held at 
Guantanamo Bay for Bergdahl without 
giving notice to Congress. In this currently 
unravelling season, Bergdahl explains 
his reason for abandoning his post, life in 
captivity with the Taliban and his attempts 
to escape.

“That’s me calling the Taliban,” 
Koenig said. Koenig’s casual introduction 
of this extreme phone call proves just how 
far Koenig is willing to go to provide her 
listeners with the entire story from all 
perspectives. Although Koenig shares 
with her viewers her thoughts and views 
on every person and story she shares, she 
presents the evidence openly and thor-
oughly allows listeners to draw their own 
conclusions and opinions.

A large part of the success of “Se-
rial” can be attributed to Koenig’s dedi-
cated narration. Koenig’s unique reporting 
style makes the show enjoyable to listen 
to and keeps listeners, who are normally 
entertained by stimulating visuals on 
television screens, intrigued. The podcast 
won a Peabody Award in April 2015 for 
its “innovative telling of a long-form nar-
rative story” and Koenig was named one 
of TIME Magazine’s 100 most influential 
people of 2015.

As the stories of Adnan Syed and 
Bowe Bergdahl play out in real life, “Se-
rial” listeners can look forward to hearing 
the enthralling details as the cases unravel 
“next time, on ‘Serial.’”

Serial leaveS You HungrY For More

by Jackie Mazzeo and Katie Giron
With football fans across the coun-

try rooting for either the Panthers or the 
Broncos, people around the nation were 
split between teams. Sports in general 
can bring people together, but it can also 
separate them, especially when two teams 
are competing for one of the most sought-
after sports titles - in this case, the Super 
Bowl 50 title. Nontheless, music, a vital 
element of the Superbowl, brings rival 
fans together.

Each year during halftime, a musi-
cal performance takes the stage. With 
different artists every Superbowl, it is 
hard for audiences to know what to expect 
other than a once in a lifetime experi-
ence. Past musicians that performed at 
the NFL Super Bowl include Michael 
Jackson, New Kids on the Block, Gloria 
Estefan, Stevie Wonder, Aerosmith, Brit-
ney Spears, Madonna, The Rolling Stones 
and The Who.

Each of this year’s performers origi-
nated from very different genres of music 
- Beyoncé, Coldplay and Bruno Mars. 
The three took the stage together during 
halftime in Santa Clara, California. 

Coldplay opened the show with 
a mashup of their songs “Yellow” and 
“Viva La Vida.” The stage was extremely 
colorful and their performance was very 
interactive, with lead singer Chris Martin 
diving into the audience. The songs filled 
the arena and spread an uplifting mood. 
The audience in the stadium also held up 
colorful signs that read “Believe in Love” 
when looked at from a bird’s eye view. 

“A characteristically squishy Cold-
play sentiment,” Los Angeles Times 

writer, Mikael Wood, said.
During Coldplay’s performance 

dancers in colorful clothing filled the 
stage along with thousands of 
flowers. Trumpet and violin 
players joined Martin and 
the band on stage.

Coldplay played 
thei r  song “Pa ra-
dise,” which was 
accompanied by 
f i reworks and 
s t r e a m e r s  o n 
the stage in the 
middle of the 
football field. A 
marching band 
of “youngsters” 
and colorful ribbon 
dancers filled the spotlight. 
Following “Paradise,” Cold-
play performed “Adventure of a 
Lifetime,” which is a song off 
of their most recent album. 

Br u no Mars ,  Mark 
Ronson and Beyoncé joined 
C old pl ay  h a l f way 
th rough the  show. 
Mars showed up clad in 
a leather outfit, surrounded 
by his usual posse. He opened 
his set with his hit song “Up-
town Funk,” partnered with 
choreography that has been 
associated with him and his 
“squad.” Mars and Ronson gave 
the show attitude and set the 
stage for Beyoncé. 

“Queen B” stepped onto the field 
with a troop of all-female dancers and 

began her part of the show with her new 
single, “Formation.” Despite the fact that 
Coldplay was headlining the halftime 
show, it was truly a night anticipated for 

Beyoncé. Beyoncé and her dancers 
made the stadium grass seem as 

if it were crafted for them. Be-
yoncé even sang along to Mars’ 

song, “Uptown Funk,” while 
Martin and Mars sang along 
to her “Single Ladies.” This 
mashup brought a new at-

mosphere to the halftime 
show, where the ar t-

ists worked together 
to put on the best 
per for mance and 

perfect melody. The 
combination of their voices 
across Levi’s Stadium made 
fans in the stands and at 
home very cheerful.

Recently, Beyoncé 
and Coldplay collabo-
rated on Coldplay’s 
new album, “A Head 
Fu l l  of  D re a m s .” 
Their single together, 
“Hymn for the Week-
end,” was released 

on Jan. 25, 2016 and 
received positive responses 

from their mutual fans.
Shortly after her halftime 

performance, Beyoncé released 
a new music video for “Forma-

tion.” The music video is not just a typi-
cal “Beyoncé” music video. Set in New 
Orleans, the video is Beyoncé truthfully 
expressing her support for black lives. 

This is exhibited by graffiti on a police 
car that says, “Stop Shooting US.” The 
images that flash through the video are a 
homage to the black South. The political-
ly-charged video later cuts to a newspaper 
with Martin Luther King Jr.’s face on it, 
with “The Truth” as its title. Her music 
video reminds those that the problems of 
the past still exist today.

After the trio performed together, 
Coldplay took center stage once more with 
“Clocks.” On the platform of the stage, a 
video compilation of all the past Super 
Bowl performers was shown. The video 
included artists from the first Super Bowl 
up until last year’s Katy Perry, Michael 
Jackson, Lenny Kravitz and Missy Elliot. 

It was no surprise that the 50th Su-
per Bowl Halftime Show became largely 
a Beyoncé show. The pop-singer graced 
the stage with choreography attributed 
to her music, and even managed to cover 
up a near-fall onstage during her set. 
Beyoncé’s leather jumpsuit was said to 
be a tribute to Michael Jackson’s 1993 
performance. Both artists wore black suits 
with gold metal pieces strapped across 
their chests. After the show, Beyoncé 
announced her “Formation” tour, making 
the halftime show even more centered on 
her. She stole the show, and maybe even 
stole the game. When the game returned, 
many still had Beyoncé on their mind.

The 50th Super Bowl Halftime 
Show consisted of vibrant colors, audi-
ence involvement, well-rehearsed chore-
ography and, of course, music. Coldplay, 
Bruno Mars and Beyoncé all collaborated 
onstage to make a memorable Super Bowl 
50 halftime show.

Stealing tHe SHow: BeYonce goeS BeYond 

Art by Gillian Moser

Art by Zekiel Maloney
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DaviD Bowie Takes His Final Bow
by Rachel Krevans

After an 18-month battle with can-
cer, the iconic David Bowie passed away 
on Jan. 10, 2016 at the age of 69, just 
days after his latest and final album, 
“Blackstar,” was released. According 
to his social media account, the singer-
songwr iter l ived h is last  moments 
“peacefully, surrounded by his fam-
ily.” Hundreds of fans gathered in his 
birthplace of Brixton, South London, to 
commemorate and pay their respects to 
the legendary singer; many left gifts, 
f lowers and candles at his mural and 
sang along to his biggest hits.

Though his t ime on ear th may 
have been short lived, his career in the 
music industry was anything but that, 
spanning over five decades. The Eng-
lish rock star, born David Robert Jones 
on Jan. 8, 1947, showed an interest in 
music from an early age, and even be-
gan playing the saxophone at 13 years 
old. His half brother, Terry, was a great 
inf luence on both Bowie and his music, 
exposing him to the world of rock music 
and beat literature.  However, Terry 
was mentally ill and was admitted to a 
mental institution at a young age, which 
affected Bowie for a great deal of his 
life. Terry tragically committed suicide 
in 1985, which led Bowie to write the 
later song, “Jump They Say.”

Bowie graduated from Bromley 
Technical High School at the age of 
16 and thereafter began working as a 
commercial artist. During this time he 
continued to play music and collabo-
rated with many bands, even leading his 

own called Davy Jones and the Lower 
Third. Scared of being confused with 
Davy Jones of The Monkees, David 
changed his last name to Bowie, 
which was inspired by the knife devel-
oped by the 19th century American 
pioneer, Jim Bowie.

Eventual ly, Bowie 
left the band and went 
out on his own, but 
a f t e r  r e c o r d i n g 
an u nsuccessf u l 
solo album, Bowie 
went on a hiatus 
f r o m  t h e  m u s i c 
scene. As it turned 
out, these few years 
proved to be incred-
ibly exper imental 
for the young artist. 
I n  1967,  he  l ived 
at a Buddhist mon-
astery in Scotland for 
several weeks and even 
star ted his own mime 
troupe called Feathers. 
Around this time, he 
met the American-
bor n  A ngela  Ba r-
nett, and the two married 
on March 20, 1970. They had one 
son together, whom they nicknamed 
“Zowie” in 1971, but were then di-
vorced in 1980. He is now known by 
his birth name Duncan Jones.

Bowie made his comeback to 
music in 1969, signing a deal with 
Mercury Records and releasing his 
single “Space Oddity” later that sum-

mer. The song became wildly popular, 
especially since it was used in BBC’s 
coverage of Apollo 11 around the same 
time. The song also succeeded in the 
U.S. in 1972 and reached No. 15 on 
the charts.

Bowie was becoming 
increasingly popula r 

and his next album, 
“ T h e  M a n  W h o 

Sold the World,” 
wh ich was re -
leased in 1970, 
most def initely 

r e i n fo r c e d  h i s 
stardom. The al-
bum debuted an 

original sound 
t h a t  h i s  f a n s 
were not famil-
i a r  w i t h ,  fe a -

turing the song, 
“All the Mad Men” 
about his mentally 
i l l  b ro t he r.  H i s 
next work in 1971, 
“ Hu n k y  D or y,” 
featured two hits; 

one being a tribute 
to artist A ndy  Wa rhol ,  t he 

Velvet Underground and Bob Dylan, 
and the other being “Changes.”

As an ar t ist ,  Bowie loved to 
keep his fans and critics guessing. 
As an attempt to change up his image 
in the 1970s, he introduced the world 
to his alter ego, Ziggy Stardust. This 
fictional character was his image of 
a doomed rock star, and his backing 

group, The Spiders f rom Mars. In 
1972, their album became a national 
hit. The ensemble dressed in eccen-
tric and erotic costumes and spoke of 
a wild future, signaling a new era of 
rock music and putting an end to the 
Woodstock Era.

Over the next several years, the 
world-renowned superstar went on to 
release 111 singles, 51 music videos, 
25 studio albums and sold over 140 
million albums. Sir Paul McCartney 
of the Beatles said he would “always 
remember the great laughs” the pair 
shared.

“David was a great star and I 
treasure the moments we had together,” 
McCar tney said. “[Bowie’s] music 
played a very strong part in British 
musical history and I’m proud to think 
of the huge inf luence he has had on 
people all around the world.”

The superstar passed away in 
early January, leaving behind an estate 
valued at about $100 million. In his 
will, he gave half of this evaluation to 
his now widow, Iman, along with the 
home they shared in New York. His 
personal assistant was given $2 million 
and a generous $1 million was given 
to the former nanny of his children. 
The rest was shared between his son 
and daughter. Also in his will, Bowie 
requested his ashes to be scattered at 
a Buddhist ritual in Bali.

Although he is gone, the memory 
and legacy of David Bowie will never 
be forgotten, and his contributions to 
the music industry will live on forever. 

Making a MurDer
by Jackie Mazzeo

Released on Dec. 18, 2015, “Making 
a Murderer” is a 10-episode Netflix origi-
nal documentary series that has become 
everyone’s new favorite show to binge 
watch. This new American web series 
is a haunting and chilling documentary 
on Steven Avery. Avery was convicted 
of sexual assault and murder and spent 
18 years in jail before being exonerated 
by DNA evidence. The documentary ad-
dresses Avery’s case in 
great detail and brings into 
question if the town’s law 
enforcement was involved 
in his framing. This new 
show has even brought a 
change in viewers’ concep-
tions by challenging ethics 
and evidence. Some say 
“Making a Murderer” is Netflix’s 
true “American Horror Story.”

“Making a Murderer” questions the 
accuracy of America’s criminal justice 
system. The complex story of injustice 
with strange inconsistencies sheds light 
on Avery’s unexpected innocence. The 
documentary covers all aspects regarding 
the case: Avery’s past, family, evidence, 
interviews, surveillance footage, phone 
recordings, legal documents, press confer-
ences, interrogation videos and old photos. 
“Making a Murderer” ties all these pieces 
together in defending and explaining his 
case.

Laura Ricciardi and Moira Demos, 
the creators of the show, spent 10 years 
working on it. The extreme depth and 
uniqueness in Ricciardi’s and Demos’ 
depiction of this case are what attract such 
a large audience.

“Making a Murderer is nothing 
like I’ve seen before,” Liz Donohue ’16 
said. “It’s much different from shows 
like CSI and Criminal Minds because 
it’s so real. At the end of the episode, the 
‘bad guy’ isn’t caught and the investiga-
tors don’t go out to celebrate.”

Positive reviews and comments 
were made regarding the “perfect nar-
ration” of “Making a Murderer.” The 

show does not over-explain 
the situation or evidence, 
but instead leaves it to 
the viewers to read into 
the case and draw their 
own connections. For 

example, the narrator 
shares all the informa-

tion, but gives the view-
ers the chance to decide 

whether they feel Avery 
was involved in the crimes he 

served time for.
The confusing distortions of the 

criminal case leave the audience won-
dering about the uncovered truths that 
possibly exist.

“We cannot trust that a story is 
true simply because we want it to be - 
and while it’s often impossible to know 
the whole truth in a criminal case, we 
can at least be truthful about the limits 
of our knowledge and the extent of our 
doubt,” Sarah Marshall, a PhD student 
at the University of Wisonsin-Madison, 
said in her review of the series. 

“Making a Murderer” is more than 
a fresh and new criminal series. It is an 
information-packed documentary that 
challenges the reputation of the U.S. 
justice system.

geT on Your FeeT!
by Franny Gould 

“On Your Feet!” tells the true story 
of Gloria Estefan, a Cuban-born American 
musician. The show starts off with Gloria 
as a child living in Miami, after her family 
fled from Cuba. With a father fighting in 
Vietnam and a slightly-overbearing mother, 
Gloria turns to music, for which she has a 
great talent. Gloria delighted audiences from 
when she was young, serenading her friends 
and neighbors, to when she was singing her 
classic songs as a world-famous singer. When 
Gloria is 19 years old and struggling with 
her home life because of her father’s 
physical disability from the war, 
she meets Emilio Estefan, who is 
enchanted by her music and asks 
her to join his band, the Miami 
Sound Machine.

After Emilio enters her 
life, Gloria begins to grow as both 
a musician and a woman. Her 
passionate, ever-evolving relationship with 
Emilio, rocky relationship with her mother 
and caring relationship with her sister give 
the audience a better understanding of who 
Gloria is as a person.

The audience also learns of the hard-
ships that Gloria and Emilio faced when 
trying to get their music popular in the 
United States. Their struggle is inspiring 
and shows the obstacles Latinos have faced 
in the American music industry. When work-
ing with their music producer, Emilio gives 
a great monologue refuting the producer’s 
belief that Emilio and Gloria’s music is not 
“American” enough.

The majority of the musical was 
filled with fun music and some great banter 
between Gloria and Emilio. But the most 
dramatic, heart-wrenching part of the play is 

when Gloria’s tour bus gets into a an accident. 
While Emilio and their young child come 
out of the accident with few injuries, Gloria’s 
physical condition is in much worse shape. 
She undergoes a risky surgery that, luckily, 
allows her to walk and perform again. While 
this was clearly a traumatic time for Gloria, 
the audience sees further development in her 
character. The accident repairs her relation-
ship with her mother and by reading the piles 
upon piles of fan mail, Gloria realizes what 

kind of impact she has had on her listeners. 
This part of the show is a reminder to 
try and get back “on your feet” when 
tragedy strikes because there is so 
much to look forward to.

The musical ends with Glo-
ria showing the world that she has 

made a comeback during an uplift-
ing performance at the American 

Music Awards.
“On Your Feet!” is a great 

musical to see for those who wish to learn 
more about the music industry and how with 
dedication and passion a young person can go 
from singing recreationally at age 19 to being 
a world famous superstar within a matter of 
years. Of course, it tells a beautiful love story 
that has not even concluded yet - Emilio and 
Gloria have been married since 1978.

The musical is fun, uplifting and color-
ful. The music selection is stellar and the cast 
is fantastic. My personal favorite character 
was Gloria’s grandmother, who was Gloria’s 
number one fan until the day she died.

“On Your Feet!” is a great show for a 
family outing since it is essentially the story of 
a family. It has upbeat songs, a great storyline 
and an exciting execution that leaves viewers 
walking away with a greater appreciation for 
the Estefans.
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All Films Welcome

#oscArssoWhite chAllenges nominAtion Process

by Jordanna Yochai
Every January since 1978, aspiring 

directors and eager movie buffs flock to Park 
City, Utah to attend the largest and most highly 
anticipated independent film festival: the Sun-
dance Film Festival. The 10-day festival is a 
showcase for new work from both domestic 
and foreign independent filmmakers. Its 
program includes dramatic and documentary 
films, short films, New Frontier films, instal-
lations, panel discussions and dynamic music 
events. Year after year, the films debuted at 
Sundance Film Festival gain critical recogni-
tion and go on to receive worldwide 
appreciation.

The Sundance Film 
Festival took place from Jan. 
21-31. Films have already 
been snatched up by com-
panies such as Amazon, Sony Pictures and 
FOX. All of the movies that have been selected 
have one thing in common: they were deemed 
fit for box offices and mainstream audiences.

Successful movies include Taiki Wait-
iti’s “Hunt for the Wilderpeople” and James 
Schamus’ “Indignation,” which were sold to 
The Orchard and Lionsgate for $2 million 
and upwards of $2.5 million, respectively. 
“Hunt for the Wilderpeople” is an adventure-
comedy that centers upon the experiences of 
Ricky, a defiant city kid who finds himself on 
the run with his cantankerous foster uncle in 
the New Zealand bush. The purchase of this 
exciting and entertaining film marks the sec-
ond time that The Orchard will partner with 

New Zealand-based director Taiki Waititi. 
“Indignation,” a drama based off of a Philip 
Roth novel, also follows a young protagonist; 
however, unlike “Hunt for the Wilderpeople,” 
it is set in Korean War-stricken America. The 
film’s protagonist is Marcus Messner, a young 
Jewish student who escapes his controlling 
parents and avoids being drafted into the Ko-
rean War by attending a Christian college in 
Ohio. While in Ohio, Messner develops feel-
ings for a beautiful, troubled female classmate 
and goes head-to-head with the dean of his 
college. Critics loved the dynamic and moving 
film, predicting big things for Logan Lerman, 

who played Messner.
The film that has 

received the most success 
so far is not an adventure-

comedy or a dramatic book 
adaptation; rather it is a blistering slave-revolt 
drama written, directed and led by Nate Parker. 
Parker’s “The Birth of a Nation” depicted the 
life of troubled slave Nat Turner, who in 1831 
led one of the most famous rebellions of the 
antebellum period. The film stole the hearts 
of even the harshest critics, and was sold to 
Fox Searchlight for $17.5 million, a Sundance 
record. This success comes on the heels of the 
all-white Academy Awards acting nomina-
tions and the shutout of several films focused 
on black characters from the Best Picture race. 
In recent weeks, Hollywood has come under 
extreme pressure to find more movies with 
diverse casts, and “The Birth of a Nation” 
promises to ameliorate that unjust situation.

“this is Acting” 
by Louisa Evola

The past few decades of pop music have 
been dominated by chart-topping artists who 
perform their hits on world tours and whose 
names are recognized almost everywhere. 
Despite their talent, the true lyrical prodigies 
are often those who receive little recognition 
for their genius: behind-the-scenes songwriters. 
There is one songwriter however - 40-year-old 
Australian Sia Furler, commonly referred to 
mononymously as Sia - who has be- come 
a solo star in her own right.

Initially an electronica-lean-
ing artist in the early 2000s, Sia has 
recently become a pop sensation in 
both singing and songwriting. Besides 
writing various hits such as Beyonce’s 
“Pretty Hurts” and Rihanna’s “Dia-
monds,” Sia has also created music 
that embodies her own individuality 
and eccentricity on first on her debut 
pop album, “1000 Forms of Fear.” 
Following the release of this critically acclaimed 
album, which featured popular singles “Chan-
delier” and “Elastic Heart,” the songwriter 
released her seventh studio album,“This is 
Acting,” on Jan. 29. The emotionally-charged 
pop-soul album, comprised of 12 tracks, 
features familiar elements such as Furler’s 
rough, compelling vocals and eccentric beats. 
However, the album, fully embodying its name, 
“This is Acting,” is composed of songs in which 
Sia portrays different personas, and thus is un-
like any of her previous material.

In fact, Furler never intended for this 

album to exist. Instead, each track on “This 
is Acting” was written to be featured on the 
albums of various A-list singers; however, every 
track was rejected. Still confident in her work, 
Sia decided to produce the songs entirely sung 
by herself.

“I’m calling it ‘This Is Acting’ because 
they’re songs I was writing for other people,” 
Sia said. “So I didn’t go in thinking ‘this is 
something I would say.’”

Though “This is Acting” lacks true 
integrity and identity, it is easy to recog-
nize which songs were intended for which 
artists. The first two songs on the album, 
“Bird Set Free” and “Alive,” are intimate 

songs about self awareness clearly intended 
for an artist with incredible emotion and 

range. It is not surprising that Sia hoped 
to land both of these tracks on Adele’s 
album, “25”. A party song intended 
for Rihanna, entitled “Cheap Thrills,” 
sounded more like a commercial pop 

record. “Unstoppable,” referred to as “the new 
empowerment anthem” by music listeners, in-
tended to be sung by Beyonce, is powerful and 
uplifting. Only one song on the entire album 
was written by Sia with herself in mind. This 
mesmerizing ballad, entitled “One Million Bul-
lets,” features Sia’s rawness, vulnerability and 
soaring voice as she sings to her lover.

As a whole, “This is Acting” is a work 
of creativity unlike any other. It serves as proof 
of Sia’s incredible songwriting talent and ec-
centricity. Fans can only hope that a world tour 
will follow.

by Gabby Barnes
Multiple A-list movies consisting 

of black actors were released during 
2015. Although both “Straight Outta 
Compton” and “Creed” - two movies that 
were led by black actors and directors - 
earned nominations, nods went to white 
screenwriters and actors. One would 
think that the African-American actors 
that starred in movies such as “Selma,” 
“Concussion” and “Beasts of No Nation” 
would be recognized, but, for the second 
consecutive year, all the actor and actress 
nominees were Caucasian. On Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s birthday, Jada Pinkett 
Smith, a famous black actress, voiced her 
opinion on the lack of diversity through a 
controversial video posted on Facebook. 

“I ask the question: have we now 
come to a new time and place where we 
recognize that we can no longer beg for 
the love, acknowledgment, or respect of 
any group?” Smith said. “That maybe it’s 
time that we recognize that if we love and 
respect and acknowledge ourselves in the 
way in which we are asking others to do, 
that is the place of true power.”

Later on in the video, Mrs. Smith 
initiates a boycott in which she and her 
husband, Will Smith, will neither attend 
nor watch the Oscars. After this video 
was uploaded, it gained attention and 
fueled conversation; stars such as Spike 
Lee, an American producer, actor, and 
writer, followed her lead. On the same 
day that Mrs. Smith posted the video, 
Lee posted a picture on Instagram sup-
por ting the movement by using the 
hashtag “#OscarSoWhite.” Although 
Lee recently won an Academy Honor-
ary Award, he and his wife will also 
not attend the Oscars this year. Other 
entertainers share the opinion that the 
continuous lack of diversity was an issue 
that cannot and should not be overlooked.

Fortunately, the Academy of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and Sciences acted 
quickly and aggressively in response 
to Smith’s video. The President of the 
Academy, Cheryl Boone Isaacs, agrees 
that the Oscars is indeed in need of more 
diversity. In fact, she expressed the dis-
appointment she felt when she saw the 
homogenous list of nominees. Because 
of this, she and the Board of Governors 
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences passed new rules to make 
its voting members more diverse. Cur-
rently, the Academy consists of 6,280 
people who attained their membership 
by being an expert in their field and hav-
ing credited roles in three or more films. 
These include costume designers, direc-
tors, executives, film editors and those 
who are experts in visual effects. Before, 
members were guaranteed lifetime vot-
ing rights. Now, the Academy is chang-
ing the rules. Members of the Academy 
will have to renew their membership 
every ten years. In order to retain their 
voting rights, members will either have 
to have been active in motion pictures 
in the last decade or have to have won 
or been nominated for an Oscar. If one 
does not meet these standards, they will 
still have a membership; however they 
will lose the right to vote. Furthermore, 
most of the Academy members are old 
European-American men who have not 
recently worked in the industry. Presi-
dent Isaacs believes that these changes 
will double the number of women and 
minorities they have by 2020. After hear-
ing this announcement, both Jada and 
Will Smith were very pleased.

Whoopi Goldberg, an African-
American actress, also agrees with Mrs. 
Smith. However, she believes that the 
problem is more extensive than nomina-
tions. On popular talk show“The View” 

she shared how the underlying issue is 
the lack of opportunity in the industry. 
Goldberg stressed the idea that actors 
who are white usually have a better 
chance of getting a role than their black 
colleagues. No one is really sure why; 
however, there are potential reasons for 
this. First, the majority of those who 
audition are white. This means that out 
of those auditioning, the one who will fit 
the role will most likely be white, which 
may be considered purely statistical. 
Second, the typical director is possibly 
not looking for actors who are minori-
ties. It is said that many directors prefer 
when their cast has characteristics that 
resemble the average white person. This 
is evident in many movies and television 
that are in theaters and on air today.

On the other hand, people such 
as Janet Hubert felt that Jada and Will 
Smith are taking it too far. Hubert, an ac-
tress who played the aunt of Will Smith 
in “Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,” bashed Jada 
Smith’s boycott idea by posting her own 
video message.

“The second thing, girlf r iend, 
there’s a lot of s— going on in the world 
that you all don’t seem to recognize,” 
Hubert said. “People are dying. Our boys 
are being shot left and right. People are 
hungry. People are starving. People are 
trying to pay bills. And you’re talking 
about some motherf— 
actors and Oscars. It 
just ain’t that deep.”

She then con-
t inues in her video 
response discussing 
how irresponsible the 
boycott is. Hubert be-
lieves that not attend-
ing the Oscars is sim-
ply self-destructive; 
it  could jeopardize 

not only the Smiths’ careers, but also 
the careers of the actors who join them.

Hubert and other actors believe 
that the issue does not represent a ‘black 
and white’ division. Rather, they believe 
that Jada and Will Smith are being un-
grateful for all the achievements and 
awards they have received. Some think 
that Will Smith was upset at the fact that 
he did not get a nomination for his lead 
role in “Concussion.” Although he did 
not get a nomination from the Oscars 
this year, he did receive a nomination 
from the Golden Globes. In addition, 
Will Smith has been nominated twice 
for an Oscar, but has never won one. 
The actor was once nominated for ‘Best 
Actor in a Leading Role’ for his star-
ring as boxer Muhammad Ali in “Ali” 
and again in 2007 for his role in ‘The 
Pursuit of Happyness.” Because of this, 
entertainers such as Ice Cube believe that 
they are just asking for “more icing on 
the cake.” While many are unsure which 
side of these conf licting views to favor, 
Will Smith clarified the reasons behind 
his actions when he reassured the public 
that he is not simply joining the boycott 
because he got snubbed at the Oscars. 
On Jan. 29, he told BBC News that this 
boycott is not about him nor is it about 
awards. Instead, it is about diversity and 
inclusion.
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mental abuse. Belle, a young woman 
from a small village, is kidnapped and 
held hostage in a castle owned by a 
Beast who was once a young prince. He 
takes advantage of Belle’s willingness to 
forgive and, of course, he woos her and 
they fall in love. Throughout the movie, 
Belle follows his orders after resisting for 
a bit, and chalks his anger up to simple 
mistakes. She begins to see past the beast 
that he truly is and starts to love him, 
hoping she can make him a better man. 
Eventually, the Beast turns back into a 
man because of Belle’s love and they 
live happily ever after, as in nearly all 
Disney films. 

This movie not only conveys a mes-
sage to young girls that emotional abuse 
is okay, but it also teaches them that lov-
ing someone even though they are hurt-
ing you is the right thing to do because it 
will eventually make them into a better 
person. This film has been viewed as 
having many negative messages behind 
the storyline, and rightfully so. Young 
kids should not be fed the idea that taking 
abuse is okay because everything will 
turn out okay in the end.

Disney has a huge grasp over 
shaping the minds of kids because they 
are too naive to filter out the subliminal 
messages that are hidden in the com-
pany’s movies. It falls on the screenplay 
writers to filter out their own biases and 
stereotypes. It is necessary that they be 
more mindful of what messages they are 
sending to younger audiences, especially 
because children catch on very quickly 
and will unknowingly have the same 
biases and stereotypes exposed to them.

Disney is not As MAgicAl As you thought
by Katie Giron

Growing up in the 21st century has 
meant one of two things: either Disney or 
Nickelodeon has shaped your childhood. 
Disney, a corporation whose presence is 
extremely widespread throughout United 
States, holds a tight grip on the youth 
with their massive media and entertain-
ment conglomerate. Through the creation 
of films with hundreds of subliminal 
messages and supplementary products, 
Disney has secured an immeasurable and 
far-reaching control over children. 

In Rachel Rosenberg’s College 
Sociology class at Hewlett High School, 
students watched “Mickey Mouse Mo-
nopoly,” a documentary on the messages 
that are hidden in children’s films, espe-
cially those by Disney. The documentary 
brings to light many negative aspects of 
the corporation that many people blindly 
associate with innocence and happiness. 
Conflicting opinions over whether or not 
the company’s films are aimed at shap-
ing minds of children have been voiced. 
Similarly, this particular documentary 
focused on the possibility that these mov-
ies that young children grow up with play 
a significant role in their development and 
ways of thinking.

From racist stereotypes to some-
what misogynistic patterns in the mov-
ies, the children watching these films are 
being exposed to only certain aspects of 
a culture or society. The writers behind 
these films, such as “Mulan,” “The Little 
Mermaid” and “Beauty and the Beast,” 
either knowingly or unknowingly aid in 
contributing to the development of ste-
reotypes in new generations by placing 

their own beliefs in the movies.
“Mulan,” a f ilm about a young 

woman who is strong and determined to 
fulfill her father’s position in the Chinese 
military, is set in a patriarchal time pe-
riod in which women were subordinate 
to men. Mulan was not allowed to be 
part of the military under normal 
circumstances because she is a 
woman. Ultimately, Mulan is 
able to impersonate a man 
and join the army, only 
to fall in love with a man 
stronger and more pow-
erful than herself.

Although Mulan was able to 
defy the patriarchal regime she 
grew up in, she is still portrayed 
as weaker than man. In show-
ing young children this kind of 
behavior and treatment of women, 
they are able to then piece together 
their own beliefs that derive 
from this foundation. 
Seeing as “Mulan” is 
the only Disney children’s 
film centered in Asia, children 
are being taught that society 
in China is generally patriarchal in the 
sense that men are superior to women, 
which not only casts a negative view of 
women but also of society in China.

Another example of women’s in-
feriority being taught through a Disney 
movie is in “The Little Mermaid.” The 
film is focused on a 16-year-old mermaid 
with a talent for singing, which creates 
jealousy in others for a voice as beauti-
ful as hers. Ariel, the young mermaid, 
also defies her family when she is told 

not to speak to any humans. She saves a 
young man from a shipwreck and soon 
falls in love with him. Despite ignoring 
her previous fascination for walking on 
land, Ariel decides to make a deal with 
Ursula, the evil sea witch, for a chance 
to enter the human world. Ursula trades 
Ariel’s singing voice for a pair of legs to 
walk with, which shows just how willing 
Ariel was to be with her love, Eric.

Ariel’s ultimate decision to 
give up one of her most pre-
cious gif ts for a man can 
instill the wrong message 
into young girls and boys. 

By showing young girls 
that it is okay to give up 
something that is very 
special to them for a boy, 
Disney subliminally en-

courages young girls to 
abandon thei r personal 

dignity and pride in 
exchange for love 
for someone they 

have just met. It can 
be argued that Ariel’s 

story was positive because 
she ended up marrying Prince Eric and 
her father soon came to understand that 
their love was real. Nevertheless, young 
girls should not be made to believe that 
someone else is worth more than their 
own talents and what makes them special.

Disney continues to showcase 
women as inferior, weaker and more 
forgiving in “Beauty and the Beast.” 
This film is perhaps most controversial 
because of the relationship between Belle 
and the Beast, consisting of verbal and 

ZAyn’s new Direction
by Teddy Neuman

“Limitless,” an American come-
dy-crime drama starring main charac-
ters Jack McDorman as Brian Finch and 
Jennifer Carpenter as Agent Rebecca 
Harris, continues the story that was 
created by its feature-film predecessor 
of the same name. 

The f ilm starred Bradley 
Cooper as Eddie Morra, a 
struggling writer who, af-
ter being introduced to a 
drug called NZT, is able 
to access 100 percent of 
his brain. As he begins 
relying more on the pill, 
Morra’s life turns around 
completely and he suddenly 
rises to the top of Wall Street. 
However,  he s t a r t s  to 
feel the side effects of 
the NZT and quickly 
begins to work on an 
antidote to eliminate the 
effects of the drug. Having 
figured out the formula to cre-
ate NZT and alleviate all of its side ef-
fects, Morra decides to pursue a career 
in politics and runs for senator from 
New York.

In the television show, it is known 
that Morra’s character wins his senato-
rial race, and, as a result, there is a new 
focus on the protagonist Brian Finch. 
Finch is portrayed as a lazy, average 
28-year-old who stumbled upon NZT 
and was hired by the FBI to work as a 
consultant on crime cases. At the same 
time, Finch was secretly hired by Sena-
tor Morra to work as an inside man in 
the FBI.

Something unique about the show 
is the way it is written, which is similar 
to its movie predecessor. The show is 
almost entirely narrated by the protago-
nist, Brian Finch, who brings a deep 
look into into his thoughts and offers 
comedic relief in numerous scenes. Fac-
ing ethical dilemmas at every corner, 

Finch carries the viewer on a 
journey into his complex life. 

“‘Limitless’ retains the 
f lippant style of the movie, 
especially in Brian’s voice-

overs, which distinguishes it 
from many of the others,” The 
New York Times said. “The 
guy is a mega-genius, but he’s 

a likable one.” 
 Finding a light-hearted 

drama with real substance 
is  no easy feat ,  but 
“Limitless” seems to 

have accomplished the 
near impossible. From a 

nosy father who only wishes 
the best for his son to a 

threatening Senator who can immedi-
ately cut off Finch’s supply of the NZT, 
the show does not lack suspense.

“Something about this show just 
works from the crisply polished start, 
using a premise that is squarely within 
one of CBS’s favorite wheelhouses - the 
edgy hero who is gifted with extraor-
dinary mental powers that he or she di-
rects to the purpose of solving crime,” a 
review from The Washington Post said.

It is no question that “Limitless” 
has impressed critics and audiences 
alike and will continues to produce its 
quirky, hilarious and intense drama.

A show with no liMit
by Rachelle Mizrachi

Approximately one year ago, one of 
the most popular boy-bands in the world, 
One Direction, lost one of its five members, 
Zayn Malik. 

“My life with One Direction has been 
more than I could ever have imagined,” 
Malik said  “But, after five years, I feel like 
it is now the right time for me to leave the 
band . . .” 

After only a few short months of 
Malik’s departure from the band, he signed 
a solo contract with RCA Records in July. 
Zayn’s first-ever interview on camera since 
his departure from the boy-band was on 
Jan. 28, 2015, with Zane Low on Beats 1. In 
the 26-minute-long interview, recorded in 
his hometown of Bradford, England, Malik 
spoke about his first ever solo single, “PIL-
LOWTALK.”   He revealed that the song 
was to be released the next day along with 
a music video. He also announced that he 
would release an album, entitled “Mind of 
Mine,” in the spring, consisting of approxi-
mately 18 songs. Additionally, the conversa-
tion revealed whether or not Malik would 
ever consider touring, and his perspective on 
leaving One Direction.

“I think I always kind of wanted to 
go,” Malik said. “From 
like the first year really, I 
never really wanted to be 
there in the band. I just 
gave it a go because it 
was there at the time and 
then when I realized the 
direction we were going 
in with the music, I in-
stantly realized it wasn’t 
for me because I couldn’t 
put any input in.”

Malik admits that he “had some of the 
best times ever” while in the band; however, 
he explains that this new chapter in his career 
has brought him transcending amounts of 
excitement.

“This [the upcoming album and single] 
is now more fun for me, which is the main 
thing for me in my life - to have happiness, 
and to do something that makes me feel like 
I’ve got a sense of achievement for what I’m 
doing,” Malik said.  

Within only a few short hours of  “PIL-
LOWTALK” being released, the sultry pop-
R&B single reached No. 1 on the iTunes Top 
Songs chart, surpassing Rihanna and Drake’s 
collaborative single that was released earlier 
that week. The music video for the song con-
tained beautiful and interesting patterns and 
kaleidoscopic visuals that featured Malik’s 
rumored girlfriend, model Gigi Hadid.

With the great success of Malik’s first 
solo single, fans all around the world are now 
only more eager to hear what else he has in 
store in his upcoming album. It is only a 
matter of time before we see what the rest 
of Malik’s album will sound like. But with 
the impressions of his single, he has a great 
likelihood of being successful without four 
other band members by his side.

Art by Zekiel Maloney

Art by Zekiel Maloney



SPECTRUMFriday, February 12, 2016 21Sports

Boys’ Wrestling takes it to the Mats
’16, who won by forfeit, in the 285-pound 
weight class.

On Jan. 8, the boys took on Great 
Neck North High School. Going into the 
meet determined to win, the boys came 
out undefeated, scoring a total of 86 points 
over the Blazers’ 0. Everyone stepped up 
in their matches to help bring this decisive 
victory home.

On Jan. 9, Hewlett High School Var-
sity Wrestling participated in the Syosset In-
vitational Wrestling Tournament, “Battle for 
the Belt.” 
H e w l e t t 
went home 
with many 
t i t les  for 
individual 
w e i g h t 
c l a s s e s . 
The squad 
had three 
first place 
w i n n e r s , 
two second 
place win-
ners, one 
third  place 
winner, one fourth place winner, one fifth 
place winner and two sixth place winners. 
First place belts went to Terry Micourt 
’16, Pincus and Curiel. Curiel also won 
honors for the most pins for wins in the 
least amount of time. At the end of the day, 
it came down to the finals, and the boys’ 
amazing team effort resulted in a win of first 
place overall in the tournament.

On Jan. 13, the boys took on South 
Side High School. After hard fought match-

by Kristen DeCicco
After finishing among Nassau Coun-

ty’s top dozen wrestling teams last season, 
the Hewlett Varsity Wrestling team is back 
and unstoppable, as per usual. 

The Hewlett Wrestling team is ready 
to keep their season going with big matches 
and important wins heading into the cham-
pionship again this year.

The team ranges from  freshmen 
competitors to seniors that have been out on 
the mats for four years. The seniors leading 
the Hewlett Wrestling team for the 2016 
season act as role models for the younger 
team members, who look up to these boys 
and hope to one day wrestle as well as them.

Coach Stephen Jones’ dedication and 
emotional attachment to the team serves as 
motivation for the boys to work hard and 
improve every day. Jones genuinely cares 
about the growth of the team and improve-
ment of the players.

This season, the boys have been 
working towards attaining a champion-
ship title, for both the team and individual 
records. Throughout their season, the boys 
have kept this goal in mind; it has moti-
vated them to give their all in each of their 
matches.

The squad kicked off the second half 
of their season on Jan. 6 in a meet against 
Levittown Division High School. The 
Bulldogs defeated the Blue Dragons 43-39. 
In the 106-pound weight class, Jonathan 
Davis ’17 defeated his opponent, as did 
Lucas Pincus ’17 in the 138-pound weight 
class, Owen Bachelder ’16 in the 152-pound 
weight class, Jared Magnone ’16 in the 
182-pound weight class and Michael Curiel 

es, the Bulldogs defeated the Cyclones 42-
38. Pincus, Michael Gordon ’19, Emmanuel 
Furman ’17 and David Borokovich ’17 all 
pinned their opponents, and Magnone, Mi-
court and Curiel all won by forfeit.

The Bulldogs also competed with 
nine other teams from Nassau, Suffolk and 
the  Catholic League over the weekend of 
Jan. 19. Highlight performances came from 
Michael Gordon ’19 going 4-0, Manny Fur-
man ’17 going 3-0, Jonathan St. Juste ’16 
going 3-0 and Robbie Levitz ’20 going 3-0. 

G o r d o n 
was  a l so 
acknowl-
edged as 
the team’s 
Most Out-
s t a n d i n g 
Wrestler at 
the tourna-
ment. Ev-
ery wres-
tler came 
out with at 
least one 
victory and 
not one of 

the boys finished with a losing record.
On Jan. 20, Hewlett faced Jericho 

High School. The boys had a big night, 
defeating the Jayhawks 60-21. Davis, Mat-
thew Kadosh ’19, Eddie Maday ’19, Pincus, 
Gordon, Borokovich, Julian Cilento ’19, 
Micourt and Curiel all won their matches, 
while Magnone won by forfeit.

On Jan. 22, the squad faced Wantagh 
High School. After hard fought matches, the 
boys suffered a heartbreaking loss, 54-18. 

However, Pincus won his match by deci-
sion 6-3, Micourt defeated his opponent by 
decision 3-1, Furman pinned his opponent 
in 2:15 and Rosario Maiorano ’16 won by 
forfeit.

On Jan. 29, the Hewlett Wrestling 
team competed against Valley Stream North 
High School. Coming off a two meet losing 
streak, the boys were determined to turn it 
around and bring home a victory, and this 
is just what they did! The Bulldogs defeated 
the Spartans 45-38. Anthony Cancellarich 
’16 pinned his opponent in 1:25, Coby Ap-
pelbaum ’17 won by forfeit, Micourt won 
by decision 12-5, Jason Davis ’19 pinned 
his opponent in 4:45, Pincus pinned his 
opponent in 1:15, Bachelder pinned his op-
ponent in 2:45, Borokovich won by forfeit 
and Curiel pinned his opponent in 1:45.

On Jan. 30, the boys took on Long 
Beach High School. Going into this meet, 
the team was determined to bring home 
the victory; however, they fell short to the 
Marines in a 71-13 defeat. In the 138-pound 
weight class, Pincus won his match by de-
cision, 6-4. In the 195-pound weight class, 
Micourt defeated his opponent, and in the 
285-pound weight class, Curiel pinned his 
opponent in 57 seconds.

Although their regular season has 
come to a close, the boys have been prepar-
ing for playoffs. If they continue to play and 
practice the way they have all season, with 
intensity, determination and grit, there is no 
doubt that they will shine. Be sure to catch 
the Hewlett Boys’ Varsity Wrestling team at 
their playoff matches as they put on a show 
and work towards bringing a championship 
title home.

girls’ track DoMinates the year 
by Steven Gitsin

One of Hewlett High School’s most 
successful programs is back. Under the direc-
tion of Coach Stephen Honerkamp, the Girls’ 
Winter Track Team opened the season with high 
expectations and hopes of finding prosperity. 
The team has been historically successful, and 
this season was no different. 

Spending time outside in the wintertime 
is considered unpleasant by most, but the Girls’ 
Track Team of Hewlett High School embraces 
the cold. Although practicing daily remains a 
difficult task due to inconsistent and inclement 
weather, the girls can be found on the practicing 
on the track throughout the season.

Coach Honerkamp was optimistic about 
his expectations for the team: “We came into 
the season looking forward to a successful year 
after coming in second place last year.” He also 
had difficult goals in mind: “My goals for the 
team are to get them to work as hard as they 
can and get in the weight room to improve 
their skills.” 

With the philosophies of a successful 
team instilled by Coach Honerkamp, the team’s 
future looked very bright heading into the sea-
son. Despite losing two valuable players, the 
team retained many seniors who were ready 
to make the most out of their final run. The 
returning seniors were Sydney Corda, Olivia 
Epstein, Natalie Cohen, Cynthia Debranche, 
Emily Cooperstein, Samantha Walter, Monay 
Cowan, Jackie Velasquez and Sabrina Feldman. 
With a solid lineup of experienced seniors, 
leadership was a guaranteed strength for the 
team, which also welcomed a talented freshman 
class and expected contributions from a variety 
of sophomores and juniors.

“I knew that with a change in the teams 
in our conference that we were one of the top 
teams and that we were capable of winning the 

conference title, but we would need the coop-
eration of all of our team members to do so,” 
Sydney Corda ’16 said. Corda, a multi-talented 
athlete who plays soccer and lacrosse in addition 
to running track, is one of the best sprinters on 
the team, the conference and even the county. 
Corda set a new school record in the 600m 
event with a time of 1.43.61, finishing first in the 
conference and eventually third in the county.

Another impactful player, Natalie Cohen 
’16, is all-state in the race-walk competition. 
Cohen went to the international competition 
and came in 
fourth place 
last year. She 
came into 
the season 
looking to 
improve and 
hopefully fin-
ish top three 
in the state of 
New York. 

Led by 
an impres-
sive array of 
seniors, the 
team contin-
ued to work 
hard through-
out the season. 

“We all really showed up and got to 
work. We really wanted the conference cham-
pionship, since the last time we won was our 
freshman year. I saw a lot of improvement and 
progress throughout the season as well,” said 
Sydney Corda about the grueling winter season. 

The effort, dedication and time that the 
girls put into their craft really paid off as they 
pursued the ultimate goal of becoming confer-
ence champions. The team ended up finishing 

first in its conference with a variety of different 
girls finishing at the top of their specific race.

“The girls did a tremendous job, winning 
by over 60 points, as 19 of our 23 girls scored 
points for the win. The girls’ team scored the 
third most points in school history and more than 
any other Nassau County Team at the Champi-
onships,” Coach Honerkamp said proudly. The 
team had 13 girls named All-Conference, 9 of 
which were Conference Champions. Olivia 
Epstein finished first in the Pole-Vault competi-
tion. Sabrina Feldman finished first in the triple 

jump,  Cyn-
th ia  Deb-
ranche won 
the hurdle 
and Natalie 
Cohen de-
fended her 
title in the 
race-walk, 
by claiming 
consecutive 
champion-
ships in the 
e v e n t .  I n 
a d d i t i o n , 
the team of 
Nikki Matza 
’17, Colette 

Davies ’17, Shirley Leshem ’19 and Kaylyn 
Forbes ’19 won first place in the 4 x 800 Relay 
race. These first place finishers earned a chance 
to compete in the county championships on 
Feb. 3. 

The girls’ team was very well represented 
through All-Conference nominations as well. 
The performances of  Shirley Leshem in the 
1000 meter run, Nikki Matza in the 1000 meter 
run, Patsy Iannico ’18 in the 600 meter run, So-
phie Riegal ’19 in the Racewalk and Jordanna 

Yochai in the pole-vault competition allowed 
them to receive All-Conference titles. 

Senior Emily Cooperstein who battled 
an injury-plagued season last year, came into 
the season as a jumper and hurdler who wanted 
nothing more than to regain her form and 
become competitive in the sport. The senior 
ended up accomplishing her goal by placing in 
the competitive 55m hurdles event and being 
named All-Conference. 

The winter track season can be a short 
one for some, however for others this season is 
just a small part of a year-round effort. Those 
who place in the Conference Championships 
move onto the County Championships with a 
chance to move onto State Championships, and 
for some, National Championships. 

What started as season filled with high 
expectations, hopes and a bit of the unknown, 
has turned into an extraordinary season for the 
Girls’ Winter Track Team of Hewlett High 
School. The team achieved many of its initial 
goals and even exceeded those expectations 
along the way. Records were broken, goals were 
reached and most importantly, the team was 
very ethusiastic about how their season went. 

“I’m so proud of how far the team came 
and how everyone worked hard and came to-
gether to win the championship,” said Sydney 
Corda.

The future for the Girls’ Winter Track 
Team remains bright as the seniors have left 
a legacy of all the right principles. They have 
instilled the philosophies necessary to become 
great and remain at that level for a long time. 
With excellent coaching, a superb amount of 
quality athletes who are willing to put in the 
work necessary to be successful and the sup-
port of the entire Hewlett community, the Girls 
Winter Track Team is on a pathway to success 
in the near future and beyond.

SPECTRUM/STEPHANIE COOPER
 Eddie Maday ’19 pins his opponent in a wrestling match.  

SPECTRUM/Karlie Stolls
 Emily Cooperstein ’16 jumps over a hurtle.
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Swim to SucceSS
Freestyle Relay, the boys placed first and fourth: 
Ferrara, Yona, Sionov ’17 and Townsend came 
in first while Panzer, Sionov ’19, Tyler Drucker 
’16 and Sarfaty came in fourth.

In the squad’s last regular season meet 
on Jan. 20, it faced Great Neck South High 
School. The Bulldogs fought hard the whole 
way through; however, they lost 59-42. The 
boys came in first and second in the 400 Free-
style Relay, with Ferrara, Sionov ’17, Yona and 
Townsend placing first and Panzer, Sionov ’19, 
Drucker and Golbin coming in second.

“The team had a great season this year,” 
Panzer said. “Everyone put in their best effort. ”

Although their regular season is over, 
the team moved onto the Division and County 
Championship meets. In the Nassau County 
Swimming and Diving Championships, 
Hewlett placed 11 out of  24. In the Section 
VIII Division A Swim Championships, the 
boys came in fourth out of eight.

“Going into the season, my hopes 
weren’t high because we had just lost a lot of 
valuable seniors,” Golbin said. “However, the 
younger swimmers on the team stepped up and 
I like what I see on the team going forward.”

The Boys’ Varsity 
Swim season was a huge 
success; the boys im-
proved their times and 
worked extra hard. 

 “I know that the 
team will only get better 
in the coming years,” 
Panzer said. “I look for-
ward to seeing Delano 
Townsend and Arik 
Sionov take charge next 
season.”

by Andrew Schornstein
As the winter season came to a close, the 

Boys’ Varsity Swimming Team finished with a 
splash. The squad ended with a 4-6 record. The 
team’s work ethic, motivation and dedication 
are factors that led to their success.

“The practices are really hard and tiring 
but in the end we all know that Coach Solnick 
is just trying to make us better as a team and 
individually,” Itay Sarfaty ’18 said. 

 The team started the second half of 
their season on Jan. 8 in a meet against Port 
Washington-Roslyn. The boys came just short 
of the victory in a 57-44 deficit, and beat their 
opponent in the 200 Medley Relay, swam by 
Ben Golbin ’16, Matt Panzer ’16, Justin Ferrara 
’16 and Delano Townsend ’17. 

“Port Washington-Roslyn is a very 
strong team,” Golbin said. “We knew this 
going into the meet, and all that we could ask 
our guys was for them to try their best and pop 
some times. That’s what they did, so regardless 
of the outcome, we were satisfied.”

In their next meet on Jan. 12, the boys 
faced Massapequa High School. Although win-
ning many races, the boys lost 55-44. In the 200 

BroncoS Bring Home tHe Bowl
by Ben Golbin

On Sunday, Jan. 24, the New Eng-
land Patriots took on the Denver Broncos 
in Denver, to determine the NFL AFC 
champion who would go on to play in 
Super Bowl 50 on Feb. 7. The Patriots, 
coming off of a win against Kansas City 
the previous week and the defending 
Super Bowl champions, looked to return 
to the Super Bowl. The Broncos aimed 
to return to the Super Bowl for the first 
time since 2014, where Denver was 
crushed  by the Seattle Seahawks for a 
final score of 43-8.

A key aspect of  this playoff game 
was the showdown  between New Eng-
land quarterback Tom Brady and Denver 
quarterback Peyton Manning. This game 
could have been the last between the two 
Hall of Fame-bound quarterbacks, as 
speculation of Manning’s retirement at 
the end of this season has been circulat-
ing since its start. The two stars  have led 
their respective teams to numerous Super 
Bowls, with Brady doing so last year.

The first points on the board at 
the AFC Championship were seven for 
Denver, coming from a 21-yard pass 
from Manning to Owen Daniels. The 
Patriots responded near the end of the 
first quarter with a rushing touchdown 
from Steven Jackson, but a missed extra 
point by kicker Stephen Gostkowski put 
the Pats at a 7-6 deficit. This missed extra 
point came back to haunt New England 
in the end, as the Patriots scored with 12 
seconds left to put the score at 20-18. 
Because of the missed extra point, New 
England needed a two-point conversion 
rather than a simple point after try, which 
they failed to pull off. Ultimately, Denver 

won 20-18, leaving Manning and  the 
Broncos marching on to Super Bowl 50.

Gostkowski ended up taking the 
blame for the loss, feeling guilty that if 
he had scored the extra point , the Patriots 
would not have needed to attempt the 
two-point conversion and could have sent 
the game into overtime.

“I can’t even explain how I 
feel right now,” Gostkowski 
said. “It’s just a complete 
shock and I let a lot of 
people down. It’s not a 
good feeling.”

A few hours later, 
the Carolina Panthers 
faced the Arizona Car-
dinals in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. The Panthers came 
into the game having flirted 
with an undefeated regular 
season record, finishing 15-1. 
The talent on this year’s Car-
olina team, which includes 
quarterback Cam Newton 
and tight 
end Greg 
O l s e n , 
p r o v e d 
t o  b e  a 
worthy foe 
for the Arizona team led 
by quarterback Carson Palmer.

Carolina ended the first quarter 
with a 10-0 lead and continued to build 
on it throughout the entire game, fin-
ishing with a final score of 27-16. The 
Carolina defense held the Cardinals to 
78 total yards and forced three turnovers. 
The Newton-led offense, which has been 
among the most dominant in the league, 

did the rest, earning Carolina a trip to 
face off against the Broncos in Super 
Bowl 50.

Both teams had a lot to gain with a 
victory at Super Bowl 50, but the Bron-
cos likely had the most to lose. Peyton 
Manning’s abilities have not been up 
to par  and 2015 proved to be among 

his worst seasons. Denver’s 
dominance has been spotty 
and generally attributed to a 
stifling defense anchored by 
star linebacker Von Miller. 
This is possibly Manning’s 

last season, so for him it could 
be all or nothing.

The Panthers, on the other 
hand, are a young team with a 
bright future. They were a dark 
horse going into the season and 
were considered to have a dearth 
of talent as the season began. 
However, the passionate group 
proved all skeptics  wrong as 
they completed a nearly per-

fect regu-
lar sea-
son and 
h e a d e d 
to the Su-

per Bowl.
“ W e 

know who we are -- menacing, stifling 
and we are going to get after you,” Caro-
lina cornerback Josh Norman said. “We 
know when there is blood in the water 
and when there is, our sharks are going 
to eat.”

Unfortunately for them, the Pan-
thers were not able to keep Norman’s 
word. An overall messy and penalty-

heavy game resulted in a Denver Broncos 
24-10 victory in Super Bowl 50 on Feb. 7.

Just like it had been doing all 
season, Denver’s defense provided the 
biggest push for victory. Cam Newton, 
who had been dominant all season long as 
Carolina’s quarterback, failed to do much 
and was sacked an unbelievable seven 
times by the stifling Broncos defense. 
This defensive effort forced an intercep-
tion and two lost fumbles, one of which 
resulted in a Denver touchdown. Denver 
gained the lead early on and Carolina was 
never able to come back.

Panthers players were understand-
ably disappointed with this result fol-
lowing an encouraging season and an 
MVP performance from Newton. Video 
of cornerback Josh Norman was captured 
of him in tears on the sidelines after the 
game, and Newton was so upset that he 
walked away in the middle of the post-
game press conference.

“I’ve been on record to say I’m a 
sore loser,” Newton said, defending his 
actions. “Who likes to lose? You show 
me a good loser and I’m going to show 
you a loser. It’s not a popularity contest. 
I’m here to win football games.”

Despite Carolina’s dissatisfaction, 
a Super Bowl 50 victory would serve as 
a sweet farewell  party for Peyton Man-
ning. Manning, who had hinted prior to 
the game that he would retire after the 
season, can now leave the league  with 
no regrets or disappointments haunting 
him. However, Manning does not seem to 
be preoccupied with the decision.

“I’ll take some time to reflect. ... 
I’m going to drink a lot of Budweiser 
tonight… “ Manning said.

BaSket-Ballin’
by Logan Abolafia

With a schedule full of tough competi-
tors, the Hewlett High School Girls’ Varsity 
Basketball players are putting in all their effort 
every time they step on the court. With lead-
ers such as Jillian Rosenblum ’16, Sabrina 
Feldman ’16 and Samantha Panzarella ’20, 
the team was able to hold their own against 
challenging competitors like Wantagh and 
West Hempstead.

The girls ended their season with an 
overall 2-15 record. Despite their losing re-
cord, the girls have been fighting hard in every 
game, playing until the last second.

The girls kicked off the second half 
of their season in a matchup at Levittown-
Division High School. After a hard-fought 
game, the girls came just short of the victory 
in a 53-40 loss. Alex Levy ’17 led the offense, 
scoring a total of 15 points, including one 
three-pointer. Jessica Silberger ’17 assisted 
by adding 9 points to the score. Jessica Keeler 
’17 contributed by drowning 6 points, while 
Kristen DeCicco ’17, Samantha Panzarella 
’19 and Toni Oppenheim ’18 scored 4, 4, and 
2 points, respectively.

In their next game on Jan. 7, the girls 
faced Roslyn High School at home. After a 
long four quarters, it all came down to the last 
seconds of the game. With five seconds left, 
Hewlett had possession of the ball. Feldman 
received a pass, took the ball to the hoop and 
sunk the shot, taking the lead. Roslyn recov-
ered the ball and in a desperate effort to win the 
game, threw up a three-pointer; however, it did 
not go in, and Hewlett was crowned victorious. 
Panzarella led the offense with a total of 16 
points, while Levy contributed with 8 points.

On Jan. 9, the girls faced New Hyde 

Park, unfortunately falling short to the Gladi-
ators in a 38-26 loss. The team played well, 
holding the Gladiators to just 4 points in the 
third quarter, and scoring four themselves. 
Panzarella led the offense scoring a total of 
9 points, Keeler and Feldman both scored 6 
points and Silberger 5 points.

In the next five games, the Bulldogs 
were short of victories, losing to Plainedge, 
South Side, Wantagh, Roosevelt and Levit-
town-Division. Despite their series of losses, 
the girls’ determination has not diminished. 
Each game, the girls walk onto the court with 
grit and the motivation to play to the best of 
their abilities, regardless of what record they 
hold at that point. 

In their last three games on Feb. 20, 
Feb. 6, and Feb. 9, the girls were defeated 
by Roslyn, New Hyde Park and Plainedge, 
respectively. Regardless of the unfavorable 
outcomes, the girls worked together and 
stayed determined throughout each game.

A main component of helping to im-
prove the team is Coach Rich DeSanto. After 
coaching the junior varsity team last season, 
DeSanto moved up to the varsity level this 
season. 

“Coach DeSanto tries to make the team 
better,” DeCicco said. “At every practice, he 
pushes the girls to work hard and leave it all 
on the court. Regardless of you are the best or 
the worst, all he wants is for us to improve a 
little bit each day.”

Although the season did not end the 
way the girls had hoped, they continued to 
play hard every time they stepped on the 
court. As they continue to practice their skills 
in the offseason, the girls will be destined for 
greatness next year.

Art by Zekiel Maloney
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Coughlin Passes the Ball to MCadoo
by Jake Levitz

After 12 seasons and 2 super bowl 
rings won in 2010 and 2012, the New York 
Giants legendary Head Coach Tom Coughlin 
has retired. Coughlin is one of only 13 head 
coaches in the history of the NFL to ever obtain 
multiple Super Bowl wins. The players loved 
him, as did the fans.

“As I sit back and reflect on Coach Tom 
Coughlin, I remember all the one on ones in 
your office talking football, game plan, etc. 
I think back to when I was named captain 
and I used to try and beat you to the facility,” 
two-time Super Bowl-winning defensive 
end, Justin Tuck, said in an Instagram post. 
“I would get there at 6, you where there. I 
got there at 5:30 and you were there. 5 am... 
I knew I would beat you then.. NOPE YOU 
WERE THERE… No one worked harder, no 
one demanded more and I LOVE YOU for 
it…everyone knows you for your dedication 
to your team and how intense you are on the 
football field. But I will remember you for 
helping me become a man and challenging 
all of us to be better husbands and fathers 
and men.”

Coughlin, 69, was the oldest active 
head coach during the 2015 season. Although 
he had led the team to multiple Super Bowls 
in years prior, it was time for him to retire, 
considering the team had not put up a winning 
record since their Super Bowl win in 2012.

After Coughlin announced his retire-
ment on Jan. 4, the team began its search for 
a new coach. The Giants interviewed six total 
candidates and had planned to speak with the 
Cincinnati Bengals’ offensive coordinator, 
Hue Jackson; however, Jackson chose to sign 
with the Cleveland Browns. Eventually, the 

Boys sCoring hooPs for hoPe
by Mychael Schnell

This year marks the 11th consecutive 
season that the Hewlett Boys’ Varsity Basket-
ball team has made it to the playoffs. Thus far 
in the season, the squad has an overall 10-8 
record (9-5 conference). If the boys continue 
to work hard and stay motivated, they are 
destined for greatness in the playoffs.

“I think we are playing better each 
day and hopefully continue that trend in the 
playoffs,” Coach Bill Dubin said.

The second half of the Bulldogs’ 
season started on Jan. 5 with a game against 
Levittown Division High School. After a hard 
fought four quarters, the boys snagged a big 
win, 68-32. Aaron Kadosh ’16 led the team 
with a triple-double, accumulating a total of 
11 points, 11 assists and 14 rebounds. Troy 
Feeney ’16 helped out, scoring the team high 
of 17 points. Alyjah Hill ’18 racked up a total 
of 14 points. Junior Logan Steinberg stepped 
up, scoring 10 points, grabbing 4 rebounds, 
and assisting on 5 plays. 

“Division is a team that we expected 
to beat,” Jon Rosenblum ’16 said. “However, 
we prepared for the game like any other tough 
opponent and did not take them lightly. We 
ended up winning the game like expected.”

The team’s next game was on Jan. 7 
against Roslyn High School, when they came 
up just short in a 61-54 loss. However, after 
practicing and rebuilding confidence, they 
won their next two games against New Hyde 
Park and Plainedge, 55-49 and 54-47, respec-
tively. Hill led the Bulldogs in their matchup 
against New Hyde Park, scoring a total of 21 
points, assisting on 5 plays and grabbing 6 
rebounds. Feeney scored 17 points, grabbed 
10 rebounds and racked up a total of 3 steals. 

Hill again shined as the offensive 
leader against Plainedge, scoring a total of 29 

points and grabbing a total of 11 rebounds. 
Luca Preziosi ’18 put up 13 points, 5 boards, 
and 5 assists and Feeney scored 6 points.

In their next two games on Jan. 15 and 
Jan. 20 against South Side and Wantagh, the 
boys suffered heartbreaking losses, 56-52 and 
47-44, respectively. However, their following 
three games were victories over Roosevelt, 
Levittown Division, and Roslyn.

On Jan. 25, the squad defeated Roos-
evelt 59-50. Bromfeld led the team, scoring 
27 points and 16 boards. Feeney contributed, 
putting up 10 points, and Manino scored 7. 

T h e 
boys took on 
L e v i t t o w n 
D i v i s i o n 
High School 
on Jan. 29, 
and came out 
vic tor ious , 
winning 49-
41. Hill took 
control of the 
game, scor-
ing 19 points, 
while Brom-
feld and Fee-
ney contrib-
uted, scoring 
9 points each.

“It felt really great,” Bromfeld said. 
“It was a very good team win in a must win 
scenario because we were coming off a two 
game losing streak before that game.”

On Feb. 2, the boys faced Roslyn High 
School. Throughout the entire game, the 
teams were neck in neck; but in the fourth 
quarter, Hewlett took control and emerged on 
top 60-57. With a minute and a half left in the 
game, Hill sunk two free throws and swished 

a three-pointer to ice the victory. This was a 
decisive win for Hewlett, especially because 
they fell to Roslyn earlier in the season. Hill 
was the top scorer for Hewlett, racking up 
24 points, 10 boards and 5 assists. Bromfeld 
contributed, putting up 12 points and grab-
bing 15 rebounds. Preziosi scored 12 points 
and Feeney scored 2.

“We played Hewlett basketball in 
that game,” Dubin said. “Passing, moving, 
defending. Team basketball is the way to be 
successful for us. That is how we have been 
successful in the past.”

E v -
ery year, the 
Bulldogs take 
part in a char-
ity game for 
SIBS Place. 
SIBS Place 
is a support 
program of-
fered through 
South Nassau 
Community 
Hospital, ded-
icated to help-
ing children 
a g e d  5 - 1 7 
who live with 

a traumatically sick sibling or parent. This 
program offers services that are unique to 
each individual, helping them in their per-
sonal areas of concern. This year, benefits are 
also extended to the Bulldog Bunch Clinic.

The team, joined by the cheerleaders, 
accompanied the clinic and SIBS for a group 
dinner. They also visited SIBS Place, spend-
ing the day tie-dying and playing games with 
the children. Over $6,000 was raised, mostly 
at the game on Saturday, Feb. 6. Prior to 

tip-off, Coach Dubin and other guests spoke 
about SIBS Place and the extraordinary 
event that the Bulldogs pull off every year. 
Throughout the game, concessions and t-
shirts were sold, with all proceeds going to 
SIBS. At halftime, there was a free-throw 
contest for all kids who wanted to participate, 
again with all revenue donated to SIBS Place.

Aside from raising money, the Bull-
dogs put on a show for their fans, competing 
neck and neck with the New Hyde Park 
Gladiators. At the end of the first quarter, the 
boys were behind 18-11. But they picked up 
their game in the second quarter, outscoring 
the Gladiators by 5, bringing the halftime 
score to 23-21.

After halftime, the boys came out 
determined and ready to play, outscoring the 
Gladiators by 5 again, and stealing the lead. 
In the fourth quarter, both team put up a hard 
fight; but, New Hyde Park emerged on top 
48-46. Feeney led the offense, scoring a total 
of 15 points. Preziosi scored 11, Kadosh and 
Hill each scored 7 and Bromfeld scored 6. 
Although the game did not have the outcome 
that the Bulldogs hoped for, the team still 
succeeded in raising money and supporting 
SIBS Place’s cause.

“I think that overall the season has 
been a success,” Steven Gitsin ’16 said. “We 
made the playoffs again with a good record 
in our conference. However, a deep run in the 
playoffs would make this season even better 
and one I won’t forget.”

The boys’ season is far from over; it 
is only the beginning. If they continue to 
play with the same determination, grit and 
teamwork, the boys are destined for great-
ness. So, be sure to catch the ulldogs in the 
playoffs, and come root our team all the way 
to a County Championship.

Giants co-owner and president John Mara 
selected Ben McAdoo, his offensive coordi-
nator for the past two years, for the position.

“I think what really gave me the edge 
was the familiarity,” Mara said. “I’ve been 
able to watch him for two years. I loved what 
he said, he had a really good grasp of what we 
had on our team, what we needed to improve 
on, and a great vision going forward. 
It’s just something 
about  having 
watched him on 
the field with 
the  quar ter-
backs and with 
the offense.” 

To some, 
the choice was a 
complete surprise, 
considering McA-
doo is 38 years old 
and has no experience as a 
head coach. To supporters, how-
ever, the organization made a 
smart decision considering McAdoo’s résumé.

Before coming to the Giants, Ben McA-
doo was a positional coach for the Green Bay 
Packers. He began his professional football 
coaching career in 2006 as the team’s tight end 
coach, and remained through the 2011 season. 
McAdoo was then hired as the quarterback 
coach for the Packers in 2012, and held this 
position until the end of the 2013 season. 
While McAdoo was the quarterback coach, 
he worked with two-time NFL MVP Aaron 
Rodgers. In 2014, when the Giants were in 
search of a new offensive coordinator who 
would be able to work well with their fran-
chise’s captain, Eli Manning, Ben McAdoo 

was their ideal choice because of his previous 
experience in working with quarterbacks such 
as Rodgers.

As offensive coordinator for the New 
York Giants last year, McAdoo led an offense 
that was sixth in points per game, averaging 
26.2 points, and eighth in yards per game, 
averaging 372 yards per game. The New York 
G i a n t s ’ failure this season was 

certainly not because 
of offensive troubles, 
considering that under 
McAdoo, the Giants’ 
offense was top 10 in 
the league in the two 
most important catego-

ries for an offense. 
In addition, when 
McAdoo arrived 
in 2014 he im-

plemented a new of-
fense that Eli Manning 

has since thrived in, having one 
of his best statistical years in the 

past season. Under McAdoo’s play calling, 
Manning had a total of 387 completions and 
threw for a total of 35 touchdowns this year, 
both of which are career highs for Manning.

Many of the players are excited that 
McAdoo was elected to be the team’s next 
head coach.

“I think Coach McAdoo is a great 
coach, a great teacher and will be a great leader 
of this team,” Eli Manning said. “I’m excited 
to work with him and grow within this offense 
and get this organization back where it needs 
to be.” Additionally, Giants Offensive Line-
man Geoff Schwartz tweeted two thumbs up 
in response to the hiring of Coach McAdoo.

The co-owners’ decision in hiring 
McAdoo revolved around Manning; and 
considering Manning’s already strong re-
lationship with his new coach, the decision 
makes sense.

“I think two years of being the Giants’ 
OC is very valuable,” co-owner and vice 
president of the Giants, Steve Tisch, said. 
“For us, it’s not a first date. We got to know 
Ben over two years. His experience work-
ing with not only the players, but working 
with Tom [Coughlin] and Spags [defensive 
coordinator Steve Spagnuolo] and the other 
position coaches, that experience is extremely 
valuable.”

McAdoo, at first glance, may not appear 
to be an ideal candidate to replace a legendary 
coach like Coughlin. When McAdoo was first 
hired as offensive coordinator, not even Giants 
President John Mara was sure who he was. 
Mara argues that when McAdoo was initially 
hired, he “didn’t know Ben McAdoo from 
Bob McAdoo [an all-star basketball player 
from the 1970s].” McAdoo may not be well 
known, but it seems that after fully evaluating 
his accomplishments, he is a perfect candidate. 

McAdoo is excited for the opportunity 
at hand as the head coach of the Giants and is 
anxious to start working. 

“I like the pressure,” McAdoo said. 
“This is what you live for. This is the opportu-
nity of a lifetime. It’s a capital of the world; it’s 
the football capital of the world. What could 
be better than this type of opportunity and this 
type of pressure? You prepare for it and I’ve 
been a guy that’s always been baptized by fire 
and I’m comfortable with it. We’re not looking 
to rebuild, we’re looking to reload, and we’re 
going to start in a couple of minutes.”

Art by Zekiel Maloney

Contributions by Scott McInnes
 Aaron Kadosh ’16 looks to pass the ball down the court.
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Troy’s GoT His Head in THe Game
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